
Polish delegation, Oss, 26 January 2017

Manure: a valuable 
resource

Harm Smit

Senior policy advisors

Ministry of Economic Affairs

The Netherlands

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwic_93VmqfNAhVFWhQKHevMAHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kort.nl%2Fnieuws%2Fde-kunst-van-echte-mest-veenhuis-mestscheiders&bvm=bv.124272578,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEWh2pm0efD7bQxWgCE6EnMK1bvpg&ust=1465983049660775
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwic_93VmqfNAhVFWhQKHevMAHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kort.nl%2Fnieuws%2Fde-kunst-van-echte-mest-veenhuis-mestscheiders&bvm=bv.124272578,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEWh2pm0efD7bQxWgCE6EnMK1bvpg&ust=1465983049660775


Polish delegation, Oss, 26 January 2017

Outline of the presentation

1. Fertilization in the Netherlands

2. Export processed manure

3. European Animal byproduct regulation

4. European fertilizer regulation
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Fertilization in the Netherlands

• Livestock manure is the basis

• Both in grassland as in arable crops

• Trade of livestock manure is therefore important
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Transport regulation

National

• Automatic registration of loading and
unloading (GPS, date and time 
available to authorities)

• Document must accompany the load 

• Loads must be weighed, sampled and
analyzed for Nitrogen and Phosphate

Intra EU trade

• National requirements

• Animal by-product regulation
(1069/2009 and 142/2011)
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Manure production vs use in Netherlands

Structural 
Surplus
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Manure processing

Goal: Place part of the Dutch animal manure outside the 
Dutch agriculture.

Examples:

• Separating 

• Drying Export

• Pasteurization

• Combustion



Processing of manure
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Combustion

Composting

Pelleting

Sanitation solid fraction

Export of untreated 
manure
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Inceniration

Composting Digestion

Pelleting
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Export of livestock manure
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Export of livestock manure

(million kg P2O5)

Germany (DE)

France (FR)

Belgium (BE)

Other countries



Clean and healthy products

• Livestock manure is distributed to EU-member states or 3rd 
Countries under Animal byproduct regulation

(EU 1069/2009 and EU 142/2011)

• Prevention of (animal) diseases is essential

• Sanitation by heating (bv 1h - 70°Celsius or alternative method).

• Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA)

• List of approved plants handling animal byproducts –category 2

• Process is autorized by NVWA

• Load is weighed and samples are 

analyzed for Nitrogen and Phosphate (NL)
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Animal byproduct regulation 

• Organic fertilisers shall only be traded with if they meet the 
following criteria: 

are made from category 2 or 3 material 

are produced according to the rules of pressure sterilisation or a 
comparable treatment. Installations receive NVWA-recognition  

come from registered production facilities 

are produced in accordance with the conditions for pressure 
sterilization or with other conditions to prevent risks arising to 
public and animal health (Art 32 of EG 1069/2009). 
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Export regulation

• Trade document, Annex III, EU-regulation nr. 142/2011

• Transport vehicel is cleaned and disinfected before loading on a 
certified truckwash

• Exporters apply for exportdocuments at least 12 hours before export

• Exports are registered in the CLIENT-system

• Exports are accompanied with export documents and trade document 
and a national transportdocument for livestock manure

• During transport these documents are present for controls

• Export none-processed manure also accompanied with health 
certificate and registered in Traces

• 3rd countries just processed manure
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Memorandum of Understanding

• Control and enforcement on export outside national borders is 
limited

• The NL Government is willing to share information with control 
bodies in other member states about livestock manure exports 
with the aim of information exchange and mutual understanding.

• In recent years we made a MoU with;

Flanders (BEL)

Nord-Rhein Westphalen (GER)

Niedersaksen (GER)

Saksen-Anhalt (GER)
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European Fertilizer Regulation

• Revision of Fertilizer Regulation Europe (EU 2003/2003) completed

• Currently only chemical fertilizers

• Include also organic fertilizers

• Harmonisation of the rules for trading fertilizers through the Union

• NL government is supporting the new regulation with clear rules
for organic fertilizers.
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Substitution of chemical fertilizer

Next step: Closing the loop

Products derived from manure processing should replace
chemical fertilizer

At first, liquid fractions from livestock manure are suitable

- Little organic matter

- Contain N and K2O 

These products will be discussed

In the upcoming JRC-report:

SAFEMANURE
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Discussion and questions

• Any remarks or questions?
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