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1. Welcome and Introduction

2. Presentation of the call

3. Information on Application Process & 
Evaluation

4. Q&A



Basic information

Topic ID
Topic Title

DIGITAL-2026-BESTUSE-AWARENESS
Common Research Framework on Information Integrity

Indicative budget € 6 Million

Type of action Grant for Financial Support

Nr. of projects expected One

Indicative duration of the action 24 – 30 months

Funding rate 100% (Consortium), 50% (FSTP)

Call opening 21 April 2026

Call closing

Additional Information

1 October 2026

At least 60% of the budget must be spent on FSTP (Financial 
Support to Third Parties)



Main Objective 

Creating a common research framework with the necessary 
infrastructure to enable advanced research and analysis on 
information integrity in the EU.

Objectives – Main Objective



Specific Objective 
1. Securing or setting up necessary 

technological infrastructure, 
comprising both hardware and 
software capacities, needed for 
advanced research on 
information integrity

2. Supporting, acquiring, or 
creating a set of dedicated tools 
to facilitate research on 
information integrity and the 
analysis of information 
manipulation

Scope

• Overcoming  technology and 
capacity related hurdles
• e.g. through development of 

dedicated tools for research on 
information integrity, 
acquisition of computational 
capacity, etc.

• Can be delivered by consortium, 
third party grants, or a mix of both

Specific Objectives



Specific Objective 

3. Making the infrastructure, 
dedicated tools and 
computational capacity 
accessible to researchers and 
civil society, where needed 
through a transparent and 
effective access mechanism, and 
promoting its solutions to the 
relevant communities

Scope

• Seeks to ensure that the funded 
consortium gives access to the 
solutions developed under Specific 
Objectives 1 and 2 to relevant 
stakeholders, and actively promotes its 
solutions.

• Proposals should explain their 
intended onboarding and selection 
processes, and foresee intended links 
with EDMO, European Network of 
Fact-Checkers and European Centre for 
Democratic Resilience.

Specific Objectives



Specific Objective 

4. Leveraging the tools and 
mechanisms for research that 
are provided by legislation, such 
as Article 40 of the Digital 
Services Act;  by increasing the 
capacity of the research 
community and civil society to 
carry out high impact research 
on the basis of online platforms’ 
data 

Scope

• Based on needs analysis, propose 
activities that improve understanding 
of opportunities provided by Articles 
40 (12) and 40 (4) of the DSA

• Focus in particular on
• Security, confidentiality and 

privacy aspects
• Identification and dissemination of 

best practices on conducting 
research on the basis of platforms’ 
data

Specific Objectives



Specific Objective 

5. Set up and implement a grant 
structure to distribute funds to third 
parties from the research and civil 
society communities, with the aim of 
implementing two sets of eligible 
activities under the call:
a) Third party tools or capabilities 

that support the delivery of 
Specific Objectives 1 and 2

b) Research projects that utilise the 
outputs established under 
Specific Objectives 1, 2 and 4

Scope

• Describe how the intended sub-
granting mechanism will function; 
ensuring transparency, fairness and 
geographical balance in selection of 
grant applications.

• Lay out vision and strategy for sub-
granting.

Specific Objectives



Activities that help overcome 
technological and capacity related 
hurdles to research on information 
integrity:

• Supported activities should have clear 
link with central consortium’s 
facilitator role and fit into a larger 
strategy.

• Can support the attainment of Specific 
Objectives 1 & 2.

Relevant research activities on the 
information environment

• should advance practical knowledge and 
data related to the information 
environment and contribute to situational 
awareness

• should use the consortium’s outputs 
developed under Specific Objectives 1, 2 
and 4.

• should fit into a larger strategy, creating 
synergies and fostering cooperation, using 
standardised approaches where possible

Financial Support to Third Parties



Project applications will formulate their own deliverables in accordance with their needs 
analyses and proposed means to address them.

At the minimum, deliverables should include:
• A suite or network of solutions capable of addressing Specific Objectives 1 and 2
• A methodology and dissemination plan for creating access to the created resources 
• A sub-granting methodology in line with the scope set forth in the section above
• A final report detailing lessons learnt and identifying clear paths for future actions

Deliverables



Technological 
Infrastructure (SO1)

Analysis Tools (SO2)

Leveraging tools & 
mechanisms from 
legislation (SO4) 

Dissemination & 
Access Mechanism 

(SO3)

FSTP mechanism (SO5)

Awarded 
Consortium

FSTP grantees

Implementation Designs – Some Examples

The project can achieve 
the delivery of the Specific 
Objectives in different 
ways, including…



Technological 
Infrastructure (SO1)

Analysis Tools (SO2)

Leveraging tools & 
mechanisms from 
legislation (SO4) 

Dissemination & 
Access Mechanism 

(SO3)

FSTP mechanism (SO5)

Awarded 
Consortium

FSTP grantees

Implementation Designs – Some Examples

Analysis Activities

The project can achieve 
the delivery of the Specific 
Objectives in different 
ways, including…

…implementing SO’s 1,2 and 4 via consortium 
activities, and subgranting only for activities 
that utilise the outputs



Technological 
Infrastructure (SO1)

Analysis Tools (SO2)

Leveraging tools & 
mechanisms from 
legislation (SO4) 

Dissemination & 
Access Mechanism 

(SO3)

FSTP mechanism (SO5)

Awarded 
Consortium

Implementation Designs – Some Examples

The project can achieve 
the delivery of the Specific 
Objectives in different 
ways, including…

…implementing SO’s 1,2 and 4 via a mix and 
match of consortium actions and FSTP 
activities

FSTP grantees

Analysis Activities

SO delivery Activities



Proposal DO’s
• Propose activities based on a strong 

needs analysis and own understanding 
of the field

• Demonstrate an ambitious, strategic, 
inclusive vision for research on the 
information environment in the EU

• Focus on quality over quantity
• Plan activities with an emphasis on a 

future outlook (transferability, 
sustainability, etc.)

DO’s and DONT’s

Proposal DON’Ts
• Replications of the call text or its non-

mandatory examples without logical link 
to own needs analysis

• Propose simple scale-ups/expansions of 
consortium partner activities without 
consideration on how buy-in from the 
wider community could be ensured or 
how supported research can fit into a 
bigger picture

• Lack of geographical balance or diversity 
of expertise in conducted activities



Consortium Composition

A minimum of four independent 
applicants (beneficiaries; not 
affiliated entities) from four 
different eligible countries

Consortia should be 
geographically balanced and 
include a diversity of 
perspectives and expertise

Types of stakeholders

• Research Organisations
• Civil Society Organisations
• Fact-Checking Organisations
• Technology Providers

Eligibility

Must be legal entities 
from EU, listed EEA, or 
DEP associated country

Natural persons and 
international 
organisations are not 
eligible

DIGITAL-2026-BESTUSE-RSF-10-AWARENESS









The Proposals must be:
• submitted before the call deadlines (advised not to start the final submission 

on the last day to avoid (technical) surprises)
• submitted electronically
• readable, accessible and printable
• complete

Check the Call Document for:
• Admissibility and Eligibility
• Consortium composition
• Page limits, templates
• etc
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• Part A of the Application Form must be filled out directly in the Portal Submission 
System screens.
• This includes, for example, beneficiary data, budget table, ethic and security questionnaires

• Part B of the Application Form must be downloaded from the Portal Submission 
System, completed and then assembled and re-uploaded as PDF on the system. 
• Follow the instructions

• Pay attention to the award criteria – the structure of the application form is adapted to 
award criteria

• Fill in all the information and declarations

21

Application form



1. RELEVANCE 2. IMPLEMENTATION 3. IMPACT

The proposal should be clear, measurable, realistic and achievable within the
duration of the project, with well-defined concepts and convincing arguments.

22

Evaluation Criteria for the evaluators of your proposal



• Alignment with the objectives and activities

• Contribution to long-term policy objectives, relevant policies and 

strategies, and synergies with activities at European and 

national level

• Extent to which the project would reinforce and secure the 

digital technology supply chain in the EU

23

Relevance



• Maturity of the proposed action
• Soundness of the implementation plan and efficient use of 

resources
• Capacity of the applicants, and when applicable the 

consortium as a whole, to carry out the proposed work

24

Implementation



• Extent to which the project will achieve the expected outcomes 

and deliverables referred to in the call for proposals and, where 

relevant, the plans to disseminate and communicate project 

achievements

• Extent to which the project will strengthen competitiveness and 

bring important benefits for society

25

Impact



“EU Funding and Me” mobile app 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/mobile-eufame
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/mobile-eufame
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/mobile-eufame




Q&A
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