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Boosting key technologies and solutions underpinning EU policies & Sustainable
Development Goals

Pillar II - Global Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness



Cluster 2 foundations

I. Meeting EU goals and priorities on:
a. Enhancing democratic governance and citizens participation

b. Safeguarding and promotion of cultural heritage

c. Responding to and shaping multifaceted social, economic, technological and cultural
transformations

II. Mobilise multidisciplinary expertise of European social sciences and
humanities for understanding fundamental contemporary transformations
of society, economy, politics and culture.

III. Provide evidence-based policy options for a socially just and inclusive
European green and digital transition and recovery.



Cluster 2 synergies (examples)

• Creative Europe: apply the latest technologies, stimulate new scientific
approaches and boost innovation in Cultural heritage and CCI sectors

• Erasmus+: innovative practices for migrant integration in education, up-take
of innovative methods for citizen engagement and education for fostering EU
values and democracy stemming from Horizon Europe

• Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument:
drawing on the findings in Horizon Europe projects regarding trust in
governance, tackling disinformation and active citizenship

• Digital Europe Programme: wide uptake and deployment of innovative digital
solutions, areas of public interest (including public administration, justice and
education). Priorities include AI-based technologies in all EU languages and
the EU digital platform for cultural heritage, Europeana, supporting digital
transformation of cultural heritage institutions.



Cluster 2 synergies (examples)

• European Regional Development Fund: helping governments reap the
benefits of digitisation and also encourage investments in social and cultural
infrastructure, the development of cultural services and the conservation of
cultural heritage.

• InvestEU Programme: funding the up-take of R&I results related to Cultural
and Creative Industries (CCI) and cultural heritage

• Asylum and Migration Fund: Horizon Europe contribution by providing an
evidence base for policies and projects, as regards asylum protection, legal
and irregular migration management and migrant integration



CLUSTER 2 DRAFT WP 2021-2022
Budget overview

HERITAGE
144.5 M€

34.2%

DEMOCRACY
130.5 M€

31%

TRANSFORMATIONS
147 M€
34.8%

2022 2021

49.5 M€
(5 RIAs)

81 M€
(9 RIAs)

90 M€
(10 RIAs)

57 M€
(6 RIAs 
+ 1 CSA)

93 M€
(9 RIAs
+1 CSA)

51.5M€
(5 RIAs

+2 CSAs)

158.75 M€

264.17 M€
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Including 
Cluster 2 other actions (0.92 M€)

not including 
10% Mission / 6% Administrative costs

Innovative Research on 
Democracy and Governance

Innovative Research on the 
European Cultural Heritage and 

the Cultural and Creative 
Industries

Innovative Research on Social and 
Economic Transformations

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Destination 1: Innovative Research on Democracy and Governance

Expected
impact

Call areas
2021-2022

• Reinvigorate democratic governance and
improve trust in democratic institutions;

• Help safeguard fundamental rights to empower
active and inclusive citizenship;

• Expand political participation, social dialogue
and social inclusion, civic engagement and
gender equality.

• Protecting and nurturing democracies
• Reshaping democracies

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Destination 1: Innovative Research on Democracy and Governance

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Destination 2: Innovative Research on the European Cultural
Heritage and the Cultural and Creative Industries

Expected
impact

Call areas
2021-2022

• Cultural heritage, arts and cultural and creative
sectors as a driver of sustainable innovation

• Engagement with society, citizens and
economic sectors

• Better protection, restoration and promotion of
cultural heritage

• Research and innovation on cultural heritage
and CCIs

• Engagement with stakeholders

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Destination 2: Innovative Research on the European Cultural
Heritage and the Cultural and Creative Industries

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Destination 3: Innovative Research on Social and Economic Transformations

Expected
impact

Call areas
2021-2022

• Social and economic resilience and
sustainability are strengthened through a better
understanding of the social, ethical, political
and economic impacts of drivers of change

• Understanding and responding to the impacts
of technological advancements and economic
interconnectedness with a view to social
resilience

• Inclusiveness in times of change
• A sustainable future for Europe

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Destination 3: Innovative Research on Social and Economic Transformations

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



Call conditions:

• Projects run by international consortia

• One call per year

• Single stage

• 2021 Call publication – May 2021

• 2021 Call deadline – September 2021

• Calls open for all institutions interested

• Info-day and brokerage meetings scheduled for 
June (date TBA)



„Interdisciplinarity and inclusion of Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) is a prerequisite
for addressing a number of societal challenges, which are cross-cutting by nature”



Social Sciences and Humanities in other Clusters

Cluster 1 (Health): ageing and demographic changes; socio-economic inequalities; work
environment; equal access to high quality health care

Cluster 3 (Civil security for society): Combating disinformation and fake news; citizen
behavior and awareness in the event of a disaster or crisis situation

Cluster 4 (Digital, Industry and Space): AI technologies to prevent disinformation;
Industry 5.0 for the benefit of work competence growth

Cluster 5 (Climate, Energy and Mobility): enforcement of SSH communities in climate,
energy and mobility research; socio-economic impact & social and citizen aspects of
automated mobility introduction.

Cluster 6 (Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment): healty
and balanced diets/nutrition; building up sea users awareness; work conditions, healt
and work safety in agriculture

Above information can not be deemed official, as they are still pending approval by
European Commission and might be subject to change. Source: draft Work Programme
2021-2022 Cluster 2



EIT Cultural and Creative Industries

Idea

Goals

Improving the competitiveness and the innovation
capabilities in the CCI by fostering the generation of
talents, supporting emergence and deployment of
innovative solutions, accelerating innovative companies
developing solutions in the CCI domain.

Addressing challenges on: 
• Europeans' creativity, cultural diversity and values
• European identity and cohesion;
• European employment, economic resilience, and smart

growth;
• Europe as a global actor.

More information Partnering platform

https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/call-for-eit-communities/2021
https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/call-for-eit-communities/2021
https://eit-culture-creativity.b2match.io/home


New European Bauhaus

The New European Bauhaus initiative connects the European Green Deal to our living
spaces: „to make the Green Deal a cultural, human centred and positive, “tangible”
experience”.

Bauhaus phases:
 Co-design (October 2020 to Summer 2021): gathering and connecting concrete

contemporary examples that showcase principles of the New European Bauhaus. The
outcome of the co-design phase will be a support framework based on EU programs,
including a call for proposals for pilots in different EU Member States where the new
Bauhaus concept will come to life.

 Delivery (September 2021): setup and implementation of New European Bauhaus
pilots, supported by specific calls for proposals;

 Dissemination (January 2023): focus will be on amplifying the ideas and actions that
emerged and reaching a broader audience in Europe and beyond. Networking and
systematically sharing knowledge between participants and practitioners.

Co-design phase applications can be submitted here: LINK

https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/about/about-initiative_en
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/co-designing-new-european-bauhaus_en


European Research and Innovation Days is the European Commission’s annual flagship
Research and Innovation event, bringing together policymakers, researchers,
entrepreneurs and the public to debate and shape the future of research and
innovation in Europe and beyond.

The event will take place online on 23 and 24 June 2021, allowing everyone to get
involved from anywhere.

More information on the WEBSITE.

https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/events/upcoming-events/research-innovation-days


Thank you for you attention!

Mikołaj Pyczak
mikolaj.pyczak@ncbr.gov.pl
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