9th International Karol Nicze Piano Competition
for students of primary and secondary music schools
Pabianice, 22–23 May 2026
REGULATIONS
I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. The organizers of the 9th International Karol Nicze Piano Competition are the State Music School of the 1st and 2nd Degree in Pabianice and the Karol Nicze Music Society.
2. The Competition will take place on 22–23 May 2026 in the concert hall of the State Music School of the 1st and 2nd Degree in Pabianice, 6 Grobelna Street.
3. The Competition is addressed to all types of 1st- and 2nd-degree music schools.
4. The aims of the Competition are: 
• to stimulate students’ interest in Polish music,
• to broaden knowledge of piano literature,
• to encourage the exchange of experience between students and teachers,
• to commemorate Karol Nicze – an outstanding pianist from Pabianice, laureate of the 8th International Fryderyk Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw, and a piano teacher at the State Music School in Pabianice.
5. The Competition is single-stage for all groups.
II. ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPETITION
1. Auditions will be held in five age groups:
• Group I – students of grades 1–2 of the 6-/8-year cycle
• Group II – students of grades 3–4 of the 6-/8-year cycle and grades 1–2 of the 4-year cycle
• Group III – students of grades 5–6 of the 6-/8-year cycle and grades 3–4 of the 4-year cycle
• Group IV – students of grades 1–3 of secondary school (PSM II) and grades 7–8 of OSM I as well as grade 1 of OSM II
• Group V – students of grades 4–6 of secondary school (PSM II) and grades 2–4 of OSM II
2. Competition programme:
Groups I and II:
• Two works of contrasting character, including at least one by a Polish composer.
Group III:
• One work from the Baroque period
• Two works of contrasting character, including at least one by a Polish composer
Groups IV and V:
• An étude or a virtuoso piece
• A sonata-allegro movement from a Classical sonata
• Any work by Fryderyk Chopin
3. The entire programme must be performed from memory. The order of presented pieces is optional.
4. Auditions will follow alphabetical order starting with the letter M drawn by the organizers.
5. Auditions are open to the public.
6. Participants will be evaluated by a Jury composed of distinguished pianists and pedagogues.
7. The Jury’s decisions are final and not subject to appeal.
8. The Jury will score participants on a scale from 1 to 25 points.
9. All participants will receive certificates of participation.
10. Prize-winners will receive diplomas and awards.
11. Special awards are foreseen for the best performance of a Polish composer’s work and for a work by Fryderyk Chopin.
12. Laureates are obliged to take part in the Winners Concert.
13. The announcement of results, the award ceremony, and the Winners Concert will take place on 23 May 2026 in the concert hall of the State Music School of the 1st and 2nd Degree in Pabianice.


III. CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION
1. The computer-filled application form, consents for personal data processing of students and teachers, and a copy of the entry fee payment confirmation must be sent by e-mail to sekretariat@muzyczna.pabianice.pl by 13 May 2026.
2. Applications submitted after the deadline will not be accepted.
3. The entry fee of 180 PLN should be paid by bank transfer with the note: “Karol Nicze Competition; participant’s name and surname”.
Payment details:
Rada Rodziców przy Państwowej Szkole Muzycznej I i II st. w Pabianicach 95- 200 Pabianice, ul.Grobelna 6
Account number: PKO 80 1020 3437 0000 1402 0014 7603
4. In case of withdrawal, the entry fee is non-refundable.
5. Sending the application is tantamount to accepting the Competition Regulations.
6. Acceptance will be determined by the order of applications received. A detailed schedule of rehearsals and auditions will be published on the school website by 15 May 2026. All information about the Competition will be available at www.gov.pl/web/psmpabianice.
7. Costs of participation, travel, meals, and accommodation are borne by participants.
IV. PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION
1. Participants’ data will be processed in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR).
2. The data controller of participants in the 9th International Karol Nicze Piano Competition is the State Music School of the 1st and 2nd Degree in Pabianice, 6 Grobelna Street. For matters related to personal data, please contact the Data Protection Officer at iodo@muzyczna.pabianice.pl.
Personal data are processed to discover and develop students’ talents, stimulate interest in Polish music, broaden knowledge of piano literature, and enable exchange of experience between students and teachers.
The legal basis for processing is Art. 6.1(a) RODO (consent). Data may be entrusted to entities participating in the organization of the Competition (e.g., the Centre for Artistic Education).
In accordance with the Regulation of the Minister of Culture of 16 September 2002 on documentation handling, classification and qualification principles, and the rules and mode of transferring archival materials to state archives, the processing time is set at 5 years or until consent is withdrawn.
Data subjects have the right to request access to their data, rectification, erasure or restriction of processing, to object to processing, and to data portability. They also have the right to lodge a complaint with the supervisory authority.
Providing personal data is not a statutory requirement, but it is a condition of participation in the Competition. Withdrawal of consent is possible at any time, without affecting the lawfulness of processing based on consent before its withdrawal. No automated decision-making takes place with respect to participants’ data.
V. FINAL PROVISIONS
1. The organizers reserve the right to change the Competition schedule.
2. Additional information can be obtained at:
• Competition Secretary – Maja Małek, tel. 605-828-138
• Head of the Keyboard Instruments Department – Krzysztof Suwald, tel. 607-454-870
E-mail: sekretariat@muzyczna.pabianice.pl

	
