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beneficiaries - UK nationals and their family 

members



Brexit – immigration information

https://udsc.gov.pl/en/cudzoziemcy/brexit/

https://udsc.gov.pl/en/cudzoziemcy/brexit/


Declaratory system of confirming the residence rights –
makes it easier for you

Transition period lasts till 31 December 2020. During this time the rules of stay and work of UK nationals in 
Poland remain unchanged. 

After the end of transition period UK nationals and their family members will have the right to reside in 
Poland, if: 
• they exercised the right of stay in Poland in accordance with EU law before the end of the transitional 

period; 
• they still reside in Poland. 

The right of permanent stay will in principle be granted after five years of uninterrupted residence (in 
accordance with EU law under the conditions laid down in Directive 2004/38/EC). Periods of legal residence 
or work in accordance with Union law falling before and after the end of the transitional period will be 
included in the required period of entitlement to acquire the right of permanent residence. 

A document with the annotation that it was issued in accordance with the Brexit agreement shall be a 
confirmation of the right of residence or right of permanent residence. 

Documents will be issued by voivodship offices competent for the place of stay. 







Important

▪ Your current documents remain valid 31 December 2021, at most. 

▪ Documents issued before the end of transition period will play important
evidentiary role when assesing whether one had enjoyed the right of stay upon 
the end of that period.   

▪ You do not have to be present in the territory of Poland on 31 December 2020 to 
enjoy the right of stay. Absences are admissible as for the purpose of obtaining
the right of permanent residence.

▪ Procedures for registration of stay initiated in 2020 (the application must reach
the competent office in 2020)  will be continued in 2021 - Certificate of 
application and new documents will be issued (after fingerprints are taken)



Important

To enjoy the right of stay for periods exceeding 3 months you must meet
these conditions(at least one):
▪ be an employee (excluding posted work) or a self-employed person 

working on the territory of Poland;

▪ have sufficient financial resources to support themselves and their family 

members on the territory of Poland, so as not to be a burden for social 

assistance, and has adequate health insurance (specified by legislation);

▪ be studying or undergoing vocational training in Poland and: have

sufficient financial resources to support yourself and your family members 

on the territory of Poland, so as not to be a burden for social assistance, 

and hav appropriate health insurance (as above);

▪ be a spouse of a Polish citizen.



Procedural guidelines

▪ Fill in the right form - new forms for Brexit replacement documents and 
for dedicated documents will become available soon - Office for 
Foreigners and Voivodship offices websites. To be submitted from 1 
January 2021

▪ Schedule your visit to the voivodship office – consult Voivodship offices
websites.

▪ Visit the voivodship office– submit documents and fingerprints – all 6 
y.o. and older must be present. In particularly justified cases, including
e.g. the health condition the requirement to appear in person may be 
waived.



Procedural guidelines

▪ Receive a certificate of submission of an application for a replacement 
of a document or obtaining a document for the beneficiary of the 
Withdrawal Agreement, valid for 1 year – makes travelling in EU easier;

▪ Wait for communication from the voivodship office to collect the new
document containing the annotation referring to the Withdrawal 
Agreement: “Article 50 TEU, Article 18 para. 4 of the Withdrawal 
Agreement”:
▪ certificate of registration of residence (in case of a British citizen in the case of having the right of residence; it will not apply to a certificate 

of registration of residence of a frontier worker);
▪ document confirming the right of permanent residence (in case of a British citizen with the right of permanent residence);
▪ residence card (in case of a family member who is not a British citizen and holds a residence right);
▪ permanent residence card (in case of a family member who is not a British citizen and holds a permanent residence right).

▪ Collect the document and enjoy – all free of charge.



Special case - frontier workers

▪ Register your stay as a frontier worker between 1 January 
2021 and 31 December 2021 if you continue to perform 
work or activity as frontier workers (without residing in 
Poland).

▪ You will receive a special format of a document of 
declaratory character.

▪ Failing to register within the deadline may result in a fine.

See the previous slide for procedural guidelines.



Special case – posted workers

▪ UK posted workers working in Poland until 31 December 2020 are
outside the scope of the WA without right to remain in the Host State
based on the WA. 

▪ They will be able to apply from 1 January 2021 for a special temporary
residence permit with 5 year validity – deadline until 31 December 2021 
and afterwards a permanent residence permit. 

▪ Their stay will be legal ex lege until 31 December 2021. 

▪ They will be also exempted from work permit requirement. 
See previous slides for procedural guidelines – caution – application for a 
regular residence permit.



Special case – extended family members

▪ Their residence permits remain valid.

▪ They may reapply if they want to receive a residence permit (card) with 
the special annotation referring to the WA.

▪ Application free of charge + 50 PLN for the residence card – caution –
application for a regular residence permit.



Travelling

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/travelling

Upon the application for replacement of document or for new residence 
document you will get a certificate of submission of an application for 
obtaining a document for the beneficiary of the Withdrawal Agreement 
(concerns applications submitted by 31 Dec. 2021), valid for 1 year –
makes travelling in EU easier;

Coronavirus – check the current travel restictions!!!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/travelling

