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INSTYTUT PILECKIEGO:

By the spring of 1941, Auschwitz had es:tabtished '”
itself as an unusually harsh concentration camp.
Around five thousand inmates had died in the
preceding 12 months, the highest mortality rate
for any SS camp. But it had yet to become the site
for the mass murder of Europe’s Jews. To kill on
an industrial scale, the Nazis first had to develop
the technology - and the moral logic. Auschwitz
had already demonstrated how turning prisoners
into numbers enabled abuse. It also encouraged
the SS to find new methods tokill. That desire to
experiment would transform Auschwitz into

a key test site for what became the Holocaust,

Bis Zum FrUhjahr 1941 hatte sich Auschwitz als yp-
gewdhnlich hartes Konzentrationslao
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