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POLSYIE 2V CIESTVYO DLA WOLIOSCI EUROPY
1920 THE BATTLE OF WARSAW. POLISH VICTORY FOR EUROPEAN FREEDOM

Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the
Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic Vladimir Lenin
at a rally in Moscow, July 1920.

(Wikimedia Commons)

The Battle of Warsaw, which took place in August 1920,
was the culmination of the Polish-Bolshevik war, which
was raging in the region between 1919 and 1921.

The Russian communists wanted to spread the revolution,
while the Poles were forced to fight to secure their freshly
regained independenee, leading to the inevitable clash

of the two powers. The Polish Army faced a seemingly
insurmountable challenge - the fate of the young Polish
state, as well as the fate of the whole Europe threatened by
the Bolshevik invasion was to be decided on the battlefields
on the Vistula River.

Jozef Pitsudski, Naczelny Wadz i Naczelnik Panstwa,
1919 r. (Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe)

Jozef Pitsudski, Commander-in-Chief and Head of
State, 1919. (National Digital Archives)
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Zotnierze 35 Putku Piechoty na pozycji
pod tunincem na Polesiu, lipiec 1919 r.
(Centralne Archiwum Wojskowe)

Soldiers of the 35th Infantry Regiment at a
position near Luninets in Polechia, July 1919.
(Central Military Archives)

POCZATEK WOJNY

fragment of a Polish propaganda poster, 1919.

THE OUTBREAK OF THE WAR (olish Army Museur)

Wojna polsko-bolszewicka rozpoezela sie w styezniu 1919 r. walkami
Armii Czerwonej z tzw. samoobronami kresowymi. Wiosna tego samego
roku z inicjatywy Jozefa Pilsudskiego Wojsko Polskie szybkim atakiem
znad Niemna zdobylo Wilno. Od lata 1919 r. trwala generalna ofensywa
Wojska Polskiego na wschod, wykorzystujaca zaangazowanie
bolszewikow w wojne domowa w Rosji. W ciagu kilku miesiecy Polacy
zajeli duze obszary Wolynia i Bialorusi, az po rzeki Dzwine i Berezyne.

The Polish-Bolshevik war started in January 1919 with the skirmishes
between the Red Army and partisan troops of the so-called Borderland Self-
Defence. That spring, on the initiative of Marshal Jozef Pilsudski, the Polish
Army captured Vilnius with a quick attack launched from the Niemen River.
The summer of 1919 saw the start of a general offensive of the Polish Army
to the east, taking advantage of the Bolsheviks’ involvement in the civil war
in Russia. Within a few months, Poles managed to capture large areas of
Volhynia and Belarus, reaching as far as to the Daugava and Berezina rivers.

Oddziaty Wojska Polskiego przed katedra w Wilnie, kwiecien 1919 r.
(Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe)

Polish Army troops in front of the Vilnius Cathedral, April 1919.
(National Digital Archives)
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Zotnierze 1 Putku Piechoty Legionéw na ciezaréwce
Packard podczas zagonu samochodowego na
Zytomierz, kwiecien 1920 r.

(Centralne Archiwum Wojskowe)

Soldiers of the 1st Legions Infantry Regiment
on a Packard truck during a spearhead
car raid on Zhytomir, April 1920.

(Central Military Archives) Bolshevik propaganda poster

Red gift for the White Master, circa 1920.
(Polish Army Museum)

WYPRAWA KIJOWSKA

KIEV OFFENSIVE

Wspolne zagrozenie bolszewickie zblizylo Polske i Ukrainska Republike
Ludowa, ktorej wiekszosc terenow zajely wezesniej oddzialy Armii
Czerwonej. Jozef Pilsudski 21 kwietnia 1920 r. zawarl sojusz

z prezydentem URL atamanem Symonem Petlura. Cztery dni pozniej
oddzialy polskie i ukrainskie szybkim uderzeniem przelamaly obrone
bolszewicka na froncie poludniowym i w brawurowy sposob zajely
wiekszosé prawobrzeznej Ukrainy. 9 maja w Kijowie odbyla sie wspolna
defilada wojsk sojuszniczyeh.

Naczelny dowédca wojsk URL Symon Petlura i dowédca

The common Bolshevik threat brought Poland and the Ukrainian People’s bt Ny ety W (Gowe, maj 1920
Republice closer together, with the latter suffering from the occupation of the Commander-in-Chief of the Ukrainian Peaple’s Republic
° ° ° ° ° » ° ° Symon Petliura and Commander of the 3rd Army,

majorily of its territory by the Red Army. On 21 April 1920, Jozef Pilsudski General Edward Rydz-Smigty in Kiev, May 1920.

(National Library)

formed an alliance with the President of the Ukrainian People’s Republic,
Ataman Symon Petliura. Four days later the Polish and Ukrainian troops
with quick strike broke through the Bolshevik defence on the southern front
and took over most of the right bank of Ukraine in a daring attack.

On 9 May, a joint parade of allied troops took place in Kiev.
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“Smiaty” Polish armoured train, 1920.
(National Digital Archives)

Cavalryman of the 1st Cavalry Army of Semyon Budyonny
on a Bolshevik propaganda poster, 1920.
(Wikimedia Commons)

BOLSZEWICKA NAWALA

THE BOLSHEVIK ONSLAUGHT

Lenin i jego wspolpracownicy po zlamaniu w Rosji oporu ., bialyeh”

planowali ekspansje rewolucji na zachod. Wyprawa kijowska

uprzedzila ich atak na Polske, wkrotee jednak zebrali sily do nowej

ofensywy. Na przelomie maja i ezerwea 1920 r. 1 Armia Konna

Siemiona Budionnego przelamala front na Ukrainie i wyszla na tyly

oddzialow polskich. 4 lipca wojska bolszewickiego Frontu Zachodniego

Michaila Tuchaczewskiego zaatakowaly polskie dywizje na Bialorusi Soldiors of the 28th Riflemen Regiment of Kaniow
i zmusily je do odwrotu. (Contral Milltary archiveg) o une 1920

Following the defeat of the White Army in Russia, Lenin and his supporters
planned to spread the revolutionary conflagration to the west. The Kiev
Offensive pre-empted the Soviet attack on Poland; however, it did not take
them too long before they managed to gather forces for a new offensive.

At the turn of May and June 1920. Semyon Budyonny’s 1st Cavalry Army broke
through the front in Ukraine and managed to attack the Polish troops from
the rear. On 4 July, the troops of the Bolshevik Western Front commanded

by Mikhail Tukhachevsky attacked Polish divisions in Belarus and forced

them to retreat.




Wincenty Witos, activist of the people’s movement,

Prime Minister of the Government of National Defence, circa 1920.

(National Library)

RZAD OBRONY NARODOWEJ

THE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

Zagrozenie niepodleglosci Polski doprowadzilo do zawieszenia sporow
polityeznych. 1 lipca 1920 r. powolano Rade Obrony Panstwa na czele

z marszalkiem Jozefem Pilsudskim. Przejela ona tymezasowo
obowiazki Sejmu. W miejsce gabinetu Wladyslawa Grabskiego 24 lipea
utworzono ponadpartyjny Rzad Obrony Narodowej. Kierowal nim
polityk ehlopski Wincenty Witos, a funkeje wicepremiera objal
socjalista Ignacy Daszynski. Wsparciem zolnierzy i dzialalnoscia
propagandowa zajmowaly sie Obywatelskie Komitety Obrony Panstwa,
ktoryeh powstalo ok. 3 tys.

The threat to Polish independence led Polish politicians to put their
differences and disputes aside. On 1 July 1920, the Council of National Defence
was established, headed by Marshal Jozef Pilsudski, which temporarily

took over the duties of the Sejm. Soon after, on 24 July, Wladyslaw Grabski’s
cabinet was replaced by a non-partisan Government of National Defence,

led by a peasant politician Wincenty Witos, with socialist Ignacy Daszynski

as a Deputy Prime Minister. Meanwhile, approximately 3,000 Civie
Committees of National Defence supported the military and carried out
propaganda activities.

Odezwa Polskiego Stronnictwa Ludowego
do chtopdw, sierpien 1920 r.
(Biblioteka Narodowa)

Proclamation of the Polish People’s Party
to the peasants, August 1920.
(National Library)
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Members of the Provisional
Polish Revolutionary
Committee, August 1920.

It was a political centre
established by the Bolsheviks,
which was to rule in Poland after
the Soviet conquest.

Felix Dzerzhinsky

can be seen in the middle row,
second from the left, next to
Julian Marchlewski

and Feliks Kon

(Wikimedia Commons)
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Jan Kowalewski, intelligence officer and cryptologist.
A photo from the 1920s.
(National Digital Archives)

WOJNA W ETERZE

WAR IN THE INFORMATION SPHERE

Wkrotee po odzyskaniu niepodleglosci w Wojsku Polskim

powstaly komorki radiowywiadu, tworzone przez specjalistow

z dawnych armii zaborezych. Dzieki ich pracy Jozef Pilsudski

dysponowal informacjami na temat sytuacji w Rosji. W sierpniu

1919 r. por. Jan Kowalewski zlamal pierwsza zaszyfrowana depesze
bolszewicka. Podezas wojny polscy kryptolodzy odezytali kilka

tysieey depesz wroga, dzieki ezemu zdobyli cenna wiedze o dzialaniach
Armii Czerwonej i przyezynili sie w ten sposob do zwyciestwa pod Warszawa.

Shortly after regaining independence, the Polish Army established its radio-
intelligence units, which were staffed by experts from the former partitioning
armies. Thanks to their work, Jozef Pilsudski had current information on

the situation in Russia. In August 1919, Lieutenant Jan Kowalewski broke

the first encrypted Bolshevik dispateh. During the war, Polish eryptologists
managed to read thousands of the enemy’s messages, which allowed them to
gain valuable knowledge about the Red Army’s activities. This significantly
contributed to the Polish victory in the battle of Warsaw.

Polscy zotnierze z radiostacja dywizyjng
E-10, ok. 1919-1924 r.
(Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe)

Polish soldiers with an E-10
divisional radio station, zcirca 1919-1924.
(National Digital Archives)
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Fragment of The Bolshevik Monster Polish
propaganda poster, circa 1920.
(National Library)
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Group of Polish pilots near the French
Caudron G.lII plane, 1920.
(Central Military Archives)

WSZYSCY NA FRONT!

EVERYBODY TO THE FRONT!

W obliezu marszu Armii Czerwonej na Warszawe siegnieto po

srodki nadzwyezajne. 3 lipca marszalek Pilsudski wezwal do

ochotniczego wstepowania do wojska, a pie¢ dni pozniej powolano

Inspektorat Armii Ochotniczej z gen. Jozefem Hallerem na czele.

Dzieki tym dzialaniom armie zasililo 105 tys. ochotnikow - ezesto

stabo wyszkolonych, ale pelnych ducha walki. Wsrad zglaszajacych sie (velunkeer socurity service). Warsaw, 1920,
bylo wielu mlodych ludzi (harecerzy, studentow i uezniow), renira ity Areies

a takze 2,5 tys. kobiet z Ochotniczej Legii Kobiet.

The march of the Red Army on Warsaw led Poland to take extraordinary | |
measures. On 3 July, Marshal Pilsudski called upon volunteers to join the ?P'l?h“'f E;::s“g: poser,
army, followed by the establishment of the General Inspectorate of the

Volunteer Army, headed by General Jozef Haller at the helm just five days

later. Thanks to these efforts, the military managed to reeruit 105,000

volunteers, who might have been poorly trained, but exhibited great morale.

The ranks of volunteers included many voung people (scouts, university

and school students), as well as more than 2,500 women from the Women’s

Volunteer Legion.
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Staff of the 5th Army standing over the map, August 1920.
On the left, in the Foreground - the commander of the army,
General Wtadystaw Sikorski

(Central Military Archives)

Mikhail Tukhachevsky,
Commander of the Bolshevik
Western Front

(Wikimedia Commons)

BITWA NAD WISEA

THE BATTLE ON THE VISTULA RIVER

W sierpniu wojska Tuchaczewskiego byly gotowe do ataku Sovie tachanka forse cart whth a machin
na Warszawe. Bolszewicki dowodea czescia sil uderzyl gun '“5‘a't:‘;dM‘;;‘r;ff’a,;“q:';§o";j";‘;;"_,§
bezposrednio na stolice Polski, glowne natarcie skierowal (Wiimedia tommen)
natomiast na poilnoc od miasta, cheac obejsc je od zachodu. Na tym
kierunku nieprzyjaciela powstrzymywala 5 Armia gen. Wladyslawa The “armoured fist” of the Polish Army -

° ° ° ° ° ° - French tank Renault FT-17
Sikorskiego, toezaca zazarte walki nad Wkra, pod Nasielskiem (Central Military Library)
i Ciechanowem. Armia Czerwona dotarla az do Brodnicy oraz mostow

we Wloelawku i Plocku, zaciekle bronionych przez zolnierzy i cywilow.

In August, Tukhachevsky’s army was ready to launch an attack on Warsaw.
The Bolshevik commander ordered some of his troops to attack the capital
of Poland directly, while leading the majority to the north, trying to

encircle the city from the west. This is where the Sth Army, headed by
General Wladyslaw Sikorski stopped his advance in a fierce battle on the
Wkra River, as well as near Nasielsk and Ciechanow. The Red Army managed
to reach Brodnica and bridges in Wloclawek and Plock, valiantly defended
by soldiers and civilians.




Polish soldiers with a machine gun,

manning a defensive position near
Stara Mitosna, August 1920.
(Central Military Archives)

UWROT WARSZAWY

AT THE GATES OF WARSAW

12 sierpnia czolowki bolszewickie rozpoezely atak na Warszawe.
Napastnicy w poczatkowyeh dwoceh dniach zdobyli pierwsza linie
obrony i szturmowali druga. Przelomowy okazal sie 14 sierpnia, gdy
pod Ossowem niedobitki oraz ochotnicy z 236 Pulku Piechoty (wsrod
nich ks. Ignacy Skorupka) swoim kontratakiem wstrzymali
czerwonoarmistow na kilka godzin. W nocy 10 Dywizja Piechoty
zlikwidowala wylom pod Wolka Radzyminska, a w ciagu kolejnego
dnia Polacy odhili Radzymin. Napor wroga zostal powstrzymany.

On 12 August, the Bolshevik vanguarde started their attack on Warsaw. In the
first two days, the attackers managed to get through the first line of defence
and launched an assault on the second one. The breakthrough came on 14
August, when the survivors and volunteers from the 236th Infantry Regiment
(among them Fr. Ignacy Skorupka) managed to counter-attack

and stop the progress of the Red Army for a few hours near Ossow.

At night, the 10th Infantry Division defended the breakthrough near Wolka
Radzyminska, and on the following day the Poles took Radzymin back.

The enemy onslaught has been stopped.

Death of Father Ignacy Skorupka,
copy of Roman Bratkowski’s painting
(Central Military Library)
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Soldier of the Red Army
(National Library)
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Jozef Pitsudski at the Belweder, circa. 1920.
(National Digital Archives)

DECYDUJACY MANEWR

THE WINNING MANOEUVRE Zotnierze 1 Putku Piechoty Legionéw podczas

ofensywy na Biatystok, sierpien 1920 r.
(Centralne Archiwum Wojskowe)

Soldiers of the 1st Legions Infantry Regiment
during the Biatystok offensive, August 1920.
(Central Military Archives)

W tym ezasie marszalek Jozef Pilsudski przygotowywal zwrot

zaczepny Wojska Polskiego. Wiedzac o slabosci lewego skrzydla wroga, e defented Bolchevik caldier From the Josef
skierowal tam uderzenie Frontu Srodkowego gen. Edwarda Ntioal Liorargy | ystaw sroczyias, 1820
Rydza-Smiglego. Znad Wieprza, z rejonu Deblina i Lubartowa,

16 sierpnia do ataku na polnoc ruszylo pie¢ dywizji piechoty i dwie

bryvgady jazdy. Rozbily one slaba Grupe Mozyrska i wyszly na skrzydio

i tyly bolszewikow. Polski atak na calym froncie doprowadzil do

oltoczenia i rozbicia ok. 70% wojsk Tuchaczewskiego.

Meanwhile, Marshal Jozef Pilsudski was preparing an offensive manoeuvre
of the Polish Army. Made aware of the weakness of the enemy forces’ left
flank, he ordered the Central Front led by General Edward Rydz-Smigly

to attack there. On 16 August, five infantry divisions and two cavalry brigades
set off to the north from the Wieprz River, from the Deblin and Lubartow
region, to launch an attack. They managed to destroy the weak Mozyr Group,
which allowed them to flank and get to the rear of the Bolshevik army.

The Polish attack along the entire front has led to the encirclement and
destruction of about 70% of Tukhachevsky’s units.
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OSTATNIE BITWY

FINAL BATTLES

Sukeces pod Warszawa dal Polakom nowa energie. W ostatnich dniach
sierpnia pod Zamosciem udalo si¢ powstrzymac 1 Armie Konna
Budionnego, a nastepnie rozbic¢ ja w wielkim starciu kawaleryjskim

pod Komarowem. 20 wrzesnia rozpoezela sie bitwa nad Niemnem,
podeczas ktorej Polacy ponownie rozgromili sily Tuchaczewskiego.
Sukeesy te doprowadzily do zajecia Wolynia i Bialorusi, a 8 pazdziernika
pod pretekstem ,buntu” oddzialy gen. Lucjana Zeligowskiego odbily

z rak Litwinow Wilno.

The victory in the battle of Warsaw granted new energy for the Poles.

In the last days of August, they managed to stop the advanee of Budvonny’s

Ist Cavalry Army, followed by a decisive victory over it in a great eavalry elash
near Komarowo. 20 September saw the start of the battle on the Niemen
River, as a result of which Poles once again defeated Tukhachevsky’s forees.
These successes led to the oceupation of Volhynia and Belarus, and on

8 October, troops led by General Lucjan Zeligowski managed to capture
Vilnius from the Lithuanians under the guise of a rebellion.

1

Marshal Jozef Pitsudski decorates officers
(including General Tadeusz Rozwadowski)
with the 5th Class Cross of the

War Order of Virtuti Militari,

Warsaw, 14 September 1920.

(National Digital Archives)

D

Polish cavalry in Vilnius,
October 1920.
(Central Military Archives)
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Semyon Budyonny,
commander of the Bolshevik 1st Cavalry Army
(Wikimedia Commons)




1~ Q (O BITVA IRROLAN S8 A

e Vs =\ \ ey \ &
POLSYIE ZNACIESTNGY O DLA WOL OSCE EUROPY

Polish delegates with chairman
Jan Dabski (in the middle) during
peace talks in Riga, 1921.
(National Library)

Ostatnia strona traktatu ryskiego
z pieczeciami i podpisami stron
(Archiwum Ministerstwa Spraw Zagranicznych )

The last page of the Treaty of Riga
with seals and signatures of the parties
(Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

ZWYCIESTWO!

VICTORY!

Zawieszenie broni na froncie polsko-bolszewickim weszlo w zycie

18 pazdziernika 1920 r. Negocjacje dyplomatyczne toezyly sie przez
najblizsze miesiace w Rvdze, gdzie 18 marea 1921 r. zawarto

traktat pokojowy. Wyznaczal on granice Il Rzeczypospolitej

na Kresach Wschodnich, a takze nakazywal bolszewikom zwrot
zagrabionych w przeszlosci dziel sztuki i archiwow oraz umozliwienie
repatriacji Polakow z Rosji. Polska konezyla wojne o niepodleglosc
zdecydowanym zwyciestwem.

Polscy repatrianci na Dworcu Gdanskim
w Warszawie, 1921 r.
(Centralne Archiwum Wojskowe)

Polish repatriates at the Gdanski Railway

The ceasefire on the Polish-Bolshevik front came into foree on 18 October 1920.

Diplomatic negotiations took place over the following months in Riga, where (Contral Military Avchives]
a peace treaty was concluded on 18 March 1921. The new treaty established

the border of the Second Polish Republic in the Eastern Borderlands and

ordered the Bolsheviks to return the works of art and archives seized in the

past by Russia, as well as to allow repatriation of Poles from Russia. Poland

emerged victorious from the War for Independence.
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