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EDITION

The publication of ‘The Report on the Losses Sustained by Poland  
as a result of German Aggression and Occupation during the Second  

World War, 1939–1945. Photographic Documentary’ was made possible 
thanks to the support and commitment of the Institute of National  

Remembrance staff. Contributing factual knowledge, sharing archival  
resources, and giving assistance in the selection of photographs provided 

invaluable input to the research and publication of this book.

Content warning!
This book contains disturbing 
images inappropriate for 
sensitive readers and children.



Dear Reader,

Three generations have passed since the end of the Second World War. Fewer and 
fewer witnesses of those times live to tell the story. Now, the obligation of remembrance 
must be passed on to the next generation, and the same goes for our duty to retain  
the truth about the war and care for that essential truth as the foundation of peace.

The Second World War, sometimes rightly called ‘the second apocalypse’, had 
and continues to have terrible ramifications. We must be aware that those horrible 
times determined our contemporary Europe. The borders of many European countries, 
including Poland’s, the death of millions of people, our quality of life, and the loss  
of opportunities for development were all direct consequences of that war.

The apocalyptic magnitude of World War II followed from the fact that the German 
Reich wanted not only to conquer and dominate other countries but even to annihilate 
entire nations, as happened with the Jewish people. However, according to the German 
Generalplan Ost, millions of Polish children, women, and men were also marked for 
slaughter. The handful of remaining survivors were designated to be slaves to the ‘master 
nation’. This genocidal policy, to an incomparably greater extent, was adopted towards 
the peoples inhabiting Eastern Europe. German racism had a clear geographical vector.

German occupation varied depending on place. In this respect, Poland was 
treated in an exceptionally brutal manner. It must be remembered that in the General 
Gouvernement and further east, it was a crime even to pass a slice of bread to one’s 
Jewish neighbors. In retribution, cruel death awaited, such as the burning alive  
of an entire community in order to ‘pacify’ villages. It also needs to be recalled that 
Germany is responsible or at least co-responsible for every crime committed in the 
occupied territory of prewar Poland.

The Republic of Poland did not yield to the Third German Reich. Our country did 
what had to be done. Poland went into a dramatic and unequal battle against the 
absolute evil that had set out from Berlin. The German Reich was not able to increase  
its potential any further without waging war. However, it encountered resistance,  
and the defensive war in September 1939, as well as Poland’s fight against the invader, 
largely contributed to the German Reich losing time, strength, and means to seize  
Moscow and turn Europe into its Lebensraum.

The awareness of what World War II, and what totalitarianism was - both in its 
Nazi-German and Soviet-Communist iterations, is an essential prerequisite for avoiding 
the demons of the twentieth century in our times. By keeping the memory of the war 
alive, we pay tribute to its victims but also take care of future generations.

 Realizing both the significance of the subject matter and the passage of time,  
we need to make continuous efforts to show the realities of the war – just as it was.  
Just the way our ancestors saw it. Just the way the German invaders waged it.

Foreword
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There is no shortage of drastic photographs in this Album because the war brought 
to our land an unprecedented level of cruelty and terror. The Album shows only the 
stark truth, even if it is shocking. However, this collection of images is merely a small 
part of the full extent of the terror and brutality that marched toward us from behind 
our western border. The photographs are sometimes blurred and out of focus, but they 
show in full sharpness the ruthlessness of the German invaders as well as the suffering 
of helpless victims.

Zbigniew Herbert said: “As usual, chronicles exalt the death of knights and heroes, 
but consistent with Homeric tradition, they pass unmoved by the piles of unnamed 
victims.” This Album is an attempt to change that view. It shifts the focus away from 
the well-known figures from history books, but this does not mean the Album does not 
show heroes. It definitely does – the heroes of the atrocious everyday reality in which 
they had to live, give witness to humanity, and very often – die for it.

Many photographs are heartbreaking. One of the most shocking images is the 
despair of a thirteen-year-old girl kneeling over the dead body of her sister, just a year 
older. The teenage girl was killed a moment earlier by machine-gun fire from a low-flying 
aircraft. The tragic scene was captured on film by the American photographer Julien 
Bryan. In a single frame, he managed to illustrate the heartlessness and deliberateness 
of German evil. Photographs like this make us realize the importance of researching 
history. The need to get to the truth. All too often we repeat the phrase ‘millions  
of people died’ too lightly, as if they were mere numbers. Yet, it has always been about 
individuals, their stories, and their personal tragedies. We must bring them back  
to mind and do them justice.

There are so many other photographs that could not fit into this Album. One that  
I can still remember is the image of Bronisława and Adam Kowalski, one of many 
families that were brutally murdered on December 6, 1942, in Ciepielów Stary and 
Rekówka. Helping the Jewish people was their only crime. That was enough for the 
German sadists to murder them all, including their little children.

The Album could not omit the Poles who provided aid to the Jews. Today, these 
brave people give us hope that even in the darkest times we can still be humane. There 
is a striking contrast between ordinary Polish people who could resist the German 
authorities despite great risk, and ordinary German people who not only supported 
Hitler en masse, but also participated in criminal acts. It is enough to recall the Wola 
massacre in Warsaw. Tens of thousands of Polish residents were murdered by ordinary 
German people: military policemen, police officers, and auxiliary units.

It is inconceivable that a person like Heinz Reinefarht, who headed the units that 
massacred the Wola residents, was never held accountable for his crimes, but instead 
he was back in grace in German society soon after the war. As soon as 1951, Reinefarht 
was elected mayor of the town of Westerland. Just like most war criminals, he lived to 
a ripe old age, enjoying a peaceful normal life among his German neighbors. Reinefarht 
managed to avoid punishment not because there was no evidence of his crimes. He got 
away with them because there was not enough determination on the part of Germans 
to settle accounts with the past.

 Meanwhile, the faces of victims captured in the photographs look at us, calling for 
remembrance and justice. After all these years, their call is still valid. Memory should 
not be taken for granted. We all know how little it takes to forget. Oblivion is tempting 
because it is easier and lifts the heavy burden of facing the truth and settling accounts. 
Forgetfulness enables the guilty to shun responsibility. That is why the entire Report, 
and this Album must put a stop to indifference.

 Apart from a sea of human suffering, the Album also depicts some examples  
of irretrievable material losses: ruins of residential buildings, looted artworks, plundered 
churches and historical sites, stolen property, and library collections either burned 
down or scattered. The theft was well-planned by the Nazi authorities. It must also 
be remembered that some ordinary German people participated in the crimes and 
looting as well, taking countless valuable goods to Germany as they tried to escape the 
approaching frontline.

The photographs assembled in this Album should also stimulate us to think about 
how different Poland would be today if we had not had to start practically from scratch 
after the war, from the ruins, as rising from the rubble cost so much human strength 
and time. So much pain. So many tears.

The last part of the Album is a review of various remembrance sites commemorating 
war crimes. It is incredibly moving to see in how many ways people tried to express 
what is beyond words. From enormous, monumental shapes through modern statues  
to modest roadside crosses – symbols of martyrdom and victory despite death.

The photographs alone are not enough to understand those times but without such 
documentation, without hundreds of other images, it is more difficult to grasp what 
the Germans actually did in the occupied Polish territory. Moreover, the photographs 
reduce the risk of historical and moral blindness, which always reopens the door to evil.

The striking truth that emerges from the collected photographs hurts, even from 
the safe perspective of several decades. The truth is shocking and deeply moving.  
Yet we cannot look away. And we cannot let the people responsible for the war crimes 
to evade that truth.

I believe that every nation should be free to shape its own future in accordance 
with its dreams. In the past, the wheel of our history had been slowed down and even 
turned back by our neighbors, but never before did our very existence hang by a thread 
so perilously as it did during World War II.

This Album and the whole Report on war losses are like a journey to the heart  
of darkness. They provide tangible proof of German war crimes committed in Poland. 
German crimes, which have essentially gone unpunished, and basically without 
compensation. These images do not belong in the archives. They must be etched  
in the minds and hearts of all of us. Without it, we can never dream of a fairer world  
and a better future for Poland and our neighbors.

 
      

Prime Minister of Poland

Foreword
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Photo III. 
Chancellor of the Third Reich, Adolf Hitler, during one of his many 

public appearances (1937) (NAC Collections)

Right: Photo IV. 
Hitler reviews the Order Police (Ordnungspolizei) parade (1937) 

(NAC Collections)
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Photo V. 
Austrian and German customs officers dismantle a border barrier following  

the Austrian Anschluss in March 1938 (NAC Collections)

Right: Photo VI. 
Enthusiastic welcoming of Hitler arriving in Linz by supporters  

of the annexation of Austria into the Third Reich (1938) (NAC Collections)
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Photo VIII. 
Hitler inspects barbed wire entanglements along the border between Czechoslo-

vakia and Germany, accompanied by military officers (1938) (NAC Collections)

Photo IX. 
The Führer of the Third Reich in German-occupied Prague on March 17, 1939 

(NAC Collections)

Photo VII. 
From 1935 on, first the United Kingdom and then France adopted the policy of 

‘appeasement’, making concessions to the Third Reich and fascist Italy.  
The intention was to satisfy further demands pressed by Hitler and prevent 

the outbreak of war in Europe. The most spectacular manifestation of the  
policy was the conference of the four European powers in Munich, during 

which the powers agreed to the German annexation of Sudetenland, which  
belonged to Czechoslovakia. Photo: arrival of the British Prime Minister,  

Neville Chamberlain, (second right, in front of the honor guard) at the confer-
ence in Munich, on September 29, 1938 (NAC Collections)

Prologue
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Photo X. 
Policy of the Third Reich toward Poland in late 1938 and early 1939 balanced 

between threats and persuasions to join an alliance. Eventually, all German 
efforts came to nothing. The Polish government sought peaceful relations with 

Germany but at the same time refused to alter the status of the Free City of 
Danzig and compromise Polish sovereignty. Germany made one of the last 

attempts to persuade Poland to change the decision during the visit of Joachim 
von Ribbentrop to Warsaw on January 25, 1939, on the eve of the fifth  

anniversary of the German-Polish declaration of non-aggression.  
Photo: (foreground from left) the Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Józef Beck, 

Polish President Ignacy Mościcki, and the German Minister of Foreign Affairs,  
Joachim von Ribbentrop (IPN Collections)

Photo XI. 
Faced with a threat from Germany, Poland bet on an alliance with France and 

Great Britain. Photo: Chief of the Imperial General Staff of Great Britain,  
General Edmund Ironside, during talks with Marshal Edward Rydz-Śmigły  

and Polish General Staff officers in July 1939 (NAC Collections) 

Prologue
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Photo XII. 
Poland’s strong objection to Germany’s territorial and political claims  

led to a rapid shift in German policy and alliance with the Soviet Union.  
The Germans sought a guarantee that after their invasion of Poland, the Soviet 

Union would not form a coalition with any countries in western Europe but 
join in the attack on Poland. Photo: reception of the Foreign Minister  

of the Third Reich, Joachim von Ribbentrop, (dark coat, light hat in his hand)  
at the airport in Moscow on August 23, 1939 (IPN Collections)

Prologue
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Photo XIII. 
Officially, the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact was a non-aggression treaty. However, 
the most significant terms were delineated in a secret protocol that concerned 

the partition and annexation of sovereign European counties: Poland,  
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Finland, and Romania. Photo: Commissar for Foreign 

Affairs of the Soviet Union, Vyacheslav Molotov, signs the German-Soviet 
Nonaggression Pact on the night of August 23 and 24, 1939. Background: 

Joachim von Ribbentrop (crossed arms) (IPN Collections)

Right: Photo XIV. 
Under the German-Soviet Pact, more than half of Poland’s territory was to be 

annexed by the Soviet Union. Photo: Joseph Stalin shakes hands with  
Ribbentrop after signing the Pact, cementing the alliance between  

the Third Reich and the Soviet Union (IPN Collections)
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Photo 1.3. 
German troops and officers stage breaking down a border barrier between  

Poland and the Free City of Danzig in Kolibki near Gdynia as part of  
a propaganda campaign (NAC Collections)

Photo 1.4. 
German soldiers during the battle of Westerplatte (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.5. 
German battle stations during the capturing of Gdynia on September 14, 1939 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.6. 
Buildings set on fire in Sochaczew, a town taken over by German troops  

on September 19, 1939 (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.8. 
Destroyed vehicles on roads in the vicinity of Młodzieszyn and Sochaczew 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.9. 
Bodies of Polish soldiers killed in the village of Buraków near Łomianki

(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.10. 
Front air gunner in a German bomber flying in the direction of Warsaw

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.11. 
Aerial photograph of German airplanes bombing Polish targets

(IPN Collections)

September 1939



44 45The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photo 1.12. 
Polish town in flames after being bombed by German airplanes  

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.13. 
Burnt buildings after Luftwaffe aerial bombing on the market square  

in Ropczyce (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.14. 
Polish convoy wrecked by Germans (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.16. 
Destroyed and burned buildings along a street in Pińczów after a battle 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.15. 
Burning oil tanks in Drohobycz (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.18. 
Two nurses from the Saint Sophia Hospital in Warsaw cover the dead bodies of 
casualties killed in a Luftwaffe air attack on a residential building on the corner 

of Żelazna and Nowolipie Streets (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.19. 
Dead bodies of people killed in an aerial bombing of Warsaw

(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.20. 
Town of Złoczew after the massacre carried out by the Wehrmacht in the first 

days of the war. About two hundred Poles and Polish Jews were murdered and 
almost 250 houses and outbuildings were burnt  

(IPN Collections)
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Photos 1.22.–1.23.
Polish war refugees returning home on the route of marching German troops

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.21. 
German soldiers interrogate Polish war refugees

(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.24. 
Group of Polish civilians, residents of Gdańsk, arrested by Germans

(NAC Collections)

Photo 1.25. 
Wehrmacht soldiers escort Polish civilians detained in Częstochowa

(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.26. 
Several dozens of Polish hostages, out of almost two thousand people  

captured by Germans at the beginning of the occupation of Bydgoszcz. 
Altogether, around 600 to 800 Poles were executed (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.27. 
Hostages at the Old Market Square in Bydgoszcz on September 9, 1939.  

In the middle: canon Fr. Kazimierz Stepczyński, who will be murdered  
by Germans in less than a month (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photos 1.29.–1.30.
September 12, 1939, in front of the church in the town of 

Końskie, Germans rounded up about fifty Jews and ordered 
them to dig graves for Wehrmacht soldiers, fallen in combat 

against the Polish Army. Because of a sudden commotion, 
German troops started to shoot wildly, killing twenty-two 

Jewish men (IPN Collections)
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Photo 1.31. 
Most of the captured Polish Army soldiers were deported to prisoner-of-war 

camps. This was also the fate of the defenders of the Polish military post  
on Westerplatte (in the photo) (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.32. 
Taking away captured defenders of the Polish Post in the Free City of Danzig 
on September 1, 1939. All captives were soon, contrary to international law, 

summarily court-martialed, convicted, and executed for partisan activities  
(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photos 1.33.–1.34. 
Soldiers of the 74th Polish Infantry Regiment captured near the village  

of Ciepielów on September 9, 1939 (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photos 1.35.–1.36. 
Mass execution of several dozen soldiers of the 74th Polish Infantry Regiment 

was one of the most horrific crimes the Wehrmacht committed on captured 
Polish troops in September 1939. Photos: bodies of shot POWs. The corpses 

lie in a ditch along the road between the villages of Lipsko and Ciepielów  
(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.38. 
Column of Polish POWs captured near the town of Kutno while marching  

to the rear on September 20, 1939 (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.37. 
Column of Polish POWs from the Pomeranian Army force-marched down  

a street in German-occupied Grudziądz, September 5–6, 1939 (IPN Collections)

Ilustracja 4.14. 
„Sprengung an der Markthalle, Hala Mirowska, 2.IX.44“

[Wysadzenie hali targowej (Hala Mirowska)]

September 1939
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Photo 1.39. 
Wehrmacht troops against a background of burning houses near Grudziądz

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.40. 
Buildings in flames in the village of Kamion near Wyszogród after being  

attacked by German troops of the 4th Panzer Division on September 18, 1939
(IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.41. 
Buildings on fire in an unknown Polish town during the 1939 war campaign

(IPN Collections)

September 1939

Photo 1.43. 
Aftermath of German shelling: dead cows lying in a meadow, either in Lipno  

or Sierpc district (‘powiat’) (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.42. 
Destroyed buildings in the vicinity of Radom (IPN Collections)
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Photo 1.46. 
Buildings in flames on Krakowskie Przedmieście Street in Warsaw during  
German air raids and bombardments, September 1939 (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.45. 
Germans bombard Warsaw's West Train Station

(NAC Collection)

Photo 1.44. 
Hitler surrounded by staff officers watching the siege of Warsaw  

(NAC Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.48. 
German airplanes above besieged Warsaw (IPN Collections)
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Photo 1.52. 
Inside a destroyed building in Nowy Świat Street in Warsaw (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.51. 
Destroyed restaurant building on the corner of Jakubowska and Estońska  

Streets in Warsaw, September 1939 (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.49. 
Street in Warsaw after German aerial bombing and artillery bombardment

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.50. 
Ruins of residential buildings in Łomżyńska Street in Warsaw (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.54. 
People pray at the altar in bombarded All Saints Church at Grzybowski Square 

in Warsaw. A massive hole in the floor left by a bomb, smashing through  
the roof and falling into the vault, is seen in the foreground (IPN Collections)

September 1939
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Photo 1.56. 
Ruins of burnt residential buildings on both sides of Siedzibna Street  

in Warsaw (IPN Collections)

Photo 1.57. 
Royal Castle in Warsaw, the official residence of Polish  

President, destroyed by Germans during the siege of the capital
(NAC Collections)

Photo 1.55. 
German soldiers during a morning attack on a residential complex (Grochów II), 

Warsaw, September 25, 1939 (IPN Collections)
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Photo 1.59. 
German and Soviet troops on the demarcation line, preliminarily agreed on 

in the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (September 1939)
(NAC Collections)

Photo 1.61. 
Following the arrival of Soviet units at their positions, Wehrmacht units re-

treated westward. Photo: Germans handing over Stryj, a town in Stanisławów 
Voivodeship (currently in Ukraine) to the Soviets on September 22, 1939

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.60. 
German and Soviet 
military units meet 

close to the town of 
Stryj on September 

20, 1939
(IPN Collections)
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Photo 1.63. 
Establishing the demarcation 

line between German and
Soviet military units in Brest-Li-

tovsk. First from right: Com-
manding Officer, 19th Army 

Corps, General of Panzer Army, 
Heinz Guderian
(IPN Collection)

Photo 1.64. 
Crowning the military and political alliance between the Third Reich  

and Soviet Union, military parades were staged in many Polish towns.  
Photo: German-Soviet military parade in Brest-Litovsk, September 22, 1939

(IPN Collections)

Photo 1.62. 
Two Germans and a Red Army 

officer in conversation in  
Brest-Litovsk on September 

22, 1939 (IPN Collections)
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Photos 2.2.–2.3. 
Members of a security police task force (Einsatzgruppe) operating in Polish 

territory during a mass murder operation (IPN Collections)

Photo 2.4. 
Souvenir photo of the members of Einsatzgruppe who shot twenty Poles  

against the wall of the Leszno prison on October 21, 1939 (IPN Collections)



102 103The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photo 2.5. 
Activists of Selbstschutz operating in Łobżenica, at a monastery (Missionaries 

of the Holy Family, Górka Klasztorna), where they committed horrible  
atrocities. Fifth from left: Harry Schulz, a 29-year-old Volksdeutsch, Deputy 

Chief of a local Selbstschutz unit. Altogether, in October and November 1939,  
the unit murdered around 200 citizens of Łobżenica and its neighboring towns, 

including several dozen Catholic priests (IZ Collections)



104 105The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photos 2.6.–2.8. 
From the first weeks of the occupation, Germans set up temporary concentra-

tion camps and prisons, incarcerating thousands of Poles arrested as part of  
‘political ground cleansing’ targeted at the Polish intelligentsia and patriotic  

circles. Some of them were murdered. Others were put in concentration camps 
or other prisons. Only a few were released. Photo: arrested Poles, including 

some priests detained in Fort VII in Toruń (IPN Collections)

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photo 2.12. 
Volksdeutsche exe-

cute Poles in Rudzki 
Most, fall of 1939 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 2.11. 
SS officer reads out death sentence to Poles in a Jewish cemetery in Szubin 

on October 21, 1939 (IPN Collections)

Photo 2.10. 
Mass execution of Poles by German invaders in Rudzki Most Forest,  

fall of 1939. In the foreground: Fr. Piotr Sosnowski, dean of Tuchola Deanery 
(IPN Collections)

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photo 2.13. 
Two teachers from Bydgoszcz a moment before execution in the 

‘Valley of Death’, Fordon, October 1939 (IPN Collections)

Photo 2.14. 
Teachers from Bydgoszcz are walked to a place of execution by members 

of Selbstschutz in the ‘Valley of Death’ (IPN Collections)

Photo 2.15. 
Germans prepare Polish citizens for a mass execution in an unknown place 

in Poland (AAN Collections)

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photo 2.16. 
Members of Selbstschutz and the SS during the execution of two Polish 

civilians, Lubawa, December 7, 1939 (IPN Collections)

Photo 2.17. 
Execution held in Nowe Miasto Lubawskie, December 7, 1939

(IPN Collections)

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photos 2.18.–2.19. 
Execution of a Polish restaurant owner, Aleksander Kurowski and a Jewish 

merchant, Mordechaj Słodki, Freedom Square in Konin, September 22, 1939 
(IPN Collections)

Photos 2.20.–2.21. 
Execution of a Catholic priest, Fr. Roman Pawłowski, St. Joseph Square, Kalisz, 

October 18, 1939 (IPN Collections) 

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photo 2.23. 
Germans walk Poles for execution under the walls of the Leszno prison, 

20 October 1939. On that day, Einsatzgruppen squads shot twenty convicts 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 2.24. 
Death squad member finishes off a wounded Pole (IPN Collection)

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photo 2.25. 
Taken in 1945, the photo shows the exhumation of forty-one citizens 

of Pabianice murdered by Germans in Wiączyński Forest near Łódź on Decem-
ber 14, 1939, as part of the campaign to eliminate the Polish intelligentsia 

(IPN Collection)

Photos 2.26.–2.27. 
Post-war exhumation of mass-murdered Poles who were arrested during  

the Intelligenzaktion in Poznań. Wypalanki Forest near Stęszew (1945) 
(IPN Collections)

Extermination of the Polish Elites
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Photos 2.29.–2.30 
After the war, mass graves were uncovered in Molenda Forest and the bodies 

of 101 victims were exhumed. Germans must have overlooked the remains 
while they were covering up tracks of mass executions carried out in Poland 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 2.31. 
Skull uncovered in Molenda Forest with a bullet hole visible in the back 

of the head (IPN Collections)
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Photo 2.33. 
It is estimated that from December 1939 to July 1941, Germans shot 

in Palmiry approximately 1,700 Polish citizens, including many prominent 
members of the Polish political, intellectual, and cultural elite. Along with the 
Katyn massacre, the Palmiry massacre is one of the most important symbols 

of the Polish intelligentsia martyrdom (IPN Collections) 

Photo 2.34. 
German police officers lead Polish women to be shot in Palmiry 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 2.36. 
Prayer book and two pho-

tographs of a little girl were 
found during the exhumation 
in Palmiry. Across the back of 

the photograph, it is written 
‘Palmiry Witold Karnawski, 

17.07.1941’ (IPN Collections)

Photo 2.35. 
Post-war exhumation of the victims of German murders in Palmiry. Photo: body 

of Andrzej Świetlicki, a prewar activist of the National Radical Camp Falanga 
and the leader of the National Radical Organization (IPN Collections)
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Photo 2.38. 
One of the results of the German-Soviet alliance formed in September 1939 was the 

cooperation between the Gestapo and the NKVD to suppress the Polish independence 
movement. Subsequently, they almost simultaneously carried out the mass murders  

of Polish elites. Photo: motion put forward by Lavrentiy Beria, approved by the Soviet  
Politburo members, to murder approximately twenty-six thousand Polish citizens  

detained in Soviet prisoner-of-war camps and other prisons (Public domain)
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Photos 2.41.–2.42.
Hundreds of corpses 

of Polish officers 
exhumed from death pits. 
In the Katyn Forest alone, 

the NKVD murdered 
roughly 4,400 Polish 

prisoners of war 
(BN Polona Collections)Photos 2.39.–2.40.

Tragic fate of both daughters of General Józef Dowbor-Muśnicki became emblem-
atic of Nazi-Soviet cooperation in the mass executions of Polish patriots. The elder 

daughter, lieutenant Janina Lewandowska (left), was murdered on April 22, 1940, 
by the NKVD in Katyn. The younger one, Agnieszka Dowbor-Muśnicka (right) was 

executed on June 20 or 21, 1940, in Palmiry (MPWL Collections)
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Photo 3.2. 
Two members of 
the ‘White Eagle’ 

underground 
organization, 

Jarosław Krzysz-
kowski and 

Fryderyk Piąt-
kowski, hanged 

on a lamppost 
in Bochnia for 

attacking a Ger-
man police post 

(December 1939) 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 3.4. 
Senior SS and police officers together with the Governor of the Kraków 

District, SS-Gruppenführer Otto Wächter, waiting for the execution 
of Polish civilians (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.3. 
In retaliation for a Polish underground action, Germans shot around fifty resi-

dents of Bochnia and its vicinity, including twenty-nine people held at the local 
Municipal Court jail. Photo: group of condemned persons immediately before 

their execution, December 18, 1939 (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.6. 
In response to the death of two German non-commissioned officers, who were 

killed in a restaurant in Wawer near Warsaw, Germans hanged the owner, 
Antoni Bartoszak, at the entrance to his restaurant. Then they shot 107 

random people in a mass execution (December 27, 1939) (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.7. 
Doctor checking the pulse of one of the two men shot in the prison 

in Tarnobrzeg (December 1939) (IPN Collections)

Ilustracja 3.8. 
Public execution of Wincenty Pelaga in front of the Town Hall in Pleszew  

for the illegal possession of weapons (April 3, 1940) (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.9. 
Round-up (‘łapanka’) in front of a post office in Myślenice in retaliation  

for an alleged attempt to attack the post office. The captives were executed  
in Fort 49 ‘Krzesławice’ on April 29, 1940 (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.10. 
Public execution of ten men carried out by SS and Gestapo officers 

in Sosnowiec on April 8, 1940 (IPN Collections)
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Photos 3.12.–3.14. 
In June 1941, near the town of Gostynin, a German military policeman was 

killed in unclear circumstances. In reprisal, German officials decided to shoot 
twenty Poles, ten from Gąbin and ten from Gostynin. Photos: execution of ten 

Poles in Gąbin on June 15, 1941 (IPN Collections)
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Photos 3.15.–3.17. 
Execution of ten Poles in Gostynin on June 15, 1941 (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.19. 
Public execution in Kutno carried out as a warning to the Polish people who 

were forced to come and watch the macabre spectacle (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.20. 
Dead bodies of Wilhelm Czarnecki, Kalikst Perkowski and Piotr Sand, lying on 

a wagon after being removed from the gallows (IPN Collections)
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Photos 3.21.–3.23. 
On June 17, 1941, in the town of Sanniki, German functionaries hanged Roman 

Śniadecki, sentenced to death for smuggling food (IPN Collections)



162 163The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photo 3.24. 
On June 26, 1942, in Kraków Płaszów, German troops executed seven random 

Poles by publicly hanging them in retaliation for derailing a military train 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 3.25. 
Moment of removing a dead body from the gallows by the officers of the 

Jewish Order Police, who were forced by Germans to carry out the execution 
in order to incite anti-Jewish feelings among the Polish population of Kraków 

(IPN Collections)
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Photos 3.26.–3.28. 
Corpses of eleven Poles hanged in public at Wola Duchacka in Kraków on July 1, 

1942, in reprisal for the death of a criminal police officer (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.29. 
Public execution of eleven Poles hanged by the German police in the village  

of Dmenin on July 17, 1942, in retaliation for the death of a Volksdeutsch,  
who in fact had been stabbed by an intoxicated acquaintance (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.30. 
12-year-old boy among the people executed in Dmenin (IPN Collections)
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Photos 3.31.–3.32. 
Execution carried out in the village of Tuchorza on July 9, 1942. Fifteen prisoners from Fort VII 
in Poznań were killed in retaliation for shooting a German military policeman (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.33. 
In October 1942 Germans hanged fifty Poles in four public places in Radom. 
The Poles had been involved in underground activities and stealing weapons 

from the local arms factory. The photo shows one of the gallows placed  
in Radom-Wacyn (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.34. 
Dead bodies of ten prisoners from the Pawiak prison hanged near the railroad 

in the district of Szczęśliwice in Warsaw on October 16, 1942 (IPN Collections)

Right: Photo 3.35. 
Three men hanged by Germans in Łódź (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.37. 
Removing dead bodies following an execution in Warsaw 

(AAN Collections)

Left: Photo 3.36. 
Notice about the execution of forty Polish hostages in the Warsaw district 

(BN Polona Collections)
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Photo 3.38. 
Dead bodies of ten Poles shot in Blich, Łowicz, on May 23, 1943 

(AAN Collections)

Photo 3.39. 
Ten Polish hostages shot on November 25, 1943, in Tomaszów Mazowiecki 

in retaliation for an attack on German officials (AAN Collections)
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Photos 3.41.–3.42. 
Village farmhouses burned during the pacification of Skałka Polska 

on May 11, 1943, during which ninety people were murdered (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.44. 
Burning houses in Michniów during the village pacification by the German 

police and SS (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.46. 
Germans carry looted property during a village pacification (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.45. 
German policemen and a Volksdeutch during the pacification of Michniów 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 3.48. 
Remains of Eugeniusz Krogulec and his family murdered during the German 

pacification of Michniów (IPN Collection)

Photo 3.47. 
German policemen stand next to the dead bodies of the Poles shot during 
the pacification of Michniów. In total, 204 Poles were murdered, including 

102 men, 54 women, and 48 children (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.50. 
Village of Jamy near Ostrów Lubelski burned down by Germans in March 1943 

(AAN Collections)

Photo 3.52. 
Dead bodies of Poles shot during the pacification of the settlement Ostrówek 

near Lublin (April 1944) (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.51. 
Pacification of Jamy 

was a retaliatory 
act in punishment 

for a partisan attack 
on a Turkmen 

collaborationist 
group that was 

stationed in the 
village. Germans 

and their collabora-
tionists killed over 
150 Jamy villagers. 
Photo: completely 

charred body of 
one of the victims 

(IPN Collections)
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Photos 3.54.–3.56. 
Dead bodies of the Poles executed by Germans during the pacification of the 

village of Sulbiny (IPN Collections)
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Photo 3.58. 
Murdered insurgents of the Warsaw Uprising (IZ Collections)

Photo 3.57. 
Brigade com-

manders of the 
Russian National 
Liberation Army 

that collaborated 
with Germany 

and took part in 
the pacification 
of the district of 
Wola during the 

Warsaw Uprising 
(Public Domain)



196 197The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photos 3.59.–3.60. 
Basement of the Jesuit monastery at 61 Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw with 
the remains of priests and civilians murdered on July 2, 1944, by SS troops 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 3.61. 
Remains of patients of insurgents' hospital at 7 Długa Street in Warsaw,  

murdered by German troops on September 2, 1944 (IPN Collections)

Photo 3.62. 
Exhumed remains of Father, Edward Kosibowicz, prior of the Jesuit monastery 

in Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw, murdered by Germans on August 2, 1944 
(IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.2. 
Germans force the Jews from the town of Szczebrzeszyn to ‘frog jump’ (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.3. 
Jews from Szczebrzeszyn pose for the camera in humiliating postures they 

were forced to assume by Germans (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.4. 
German policemen cut the sidelocks of Hersz Laskowski, son of the Rabbi of 

the Jewish Religious Community in the town of Warta (1940) (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.5. 
Jews from Raciąż are forced by Germans to clean the town streets (1939)  

(Photo by Hermann Baltruschat/ IPN Collections)

Photo 4.6. 
Jewish men are supervised by an SS officer during one of the German 

anti-Jewish actions (1939) (Photo by Hermann Baltruschat/ IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.7. 
Forcing the Jews to perform menial labor such as cleaning streets, served the 
purpose of both humiliating them and showing their alleged aversion to order 
and hygiene as part of an antisemitic propaganda campaign (IPN Collections)

Photos 4.8.–4.9. 
Germans pose for the camera with the Jews cleaning the streets of Warsaw 

in the background (NAC Collections)
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Photo 4.10. 
Deportations of Włocławek Jews to the General Gouvernement  

at the turn of 1939 and 1940 (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.11. 
Long column of Jews led by Germans to the newly established ghetto 

in Sieradz. In official German terminology, the ghettos for the Jews were 
euphemistically called ‘Jewish Housing Districts’ (jüdische Wohnbezirke) 

(IPN Collections)

Photos 4.12.–4.13 
Relocation of Jewish people within the ghetto in Sieradz. The area previously 

populated only by several hundred people was packed with two thousand 
Jews from Sieradz and the neighboring areas (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.14. 
In all probability, the photo shows a posed image of German police officers 

arresting a Jew who had been hiding outside of the ghetto (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.15. 
SS trooper leads a captured Jewish man who tried to avoid being transported 

to the ghetto in Kutno (Photo by Hermann Baltruschat/ IPN Collections)
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Photos 4.18.– 4.19. 
All inhabitants of the ghettos established by German authorities in conquered 

Poland were ordered to wear badges with the Star of David under threat  
of most severe sanctions. Photo: Jewish people trading in the ghetto in Łódź 

(Photo by Kürbitz/ IPN Collections)

Photo 4.17. 
Ghetto inhabitants in the occupied Łódź in 1941 

(Photo by Kürbitz/ IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.22. 
Young women sew clothes in one of the workshops in the Warsaw ghetto 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 4.20. 
Footbridge connecting two parts of the Warsaw ghetto (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.21. 
Street traffic and trade in the Warsaw ghetto (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.23. 
Execution of ten Jews 
in the city of Zduńska 

Wola on May 21, 1942 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 4.24. 
German police officers prepare for the execution of a Jewish man from the 

Łódź ghetto. The man stands over a grave which he probably dug himself 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 4.25. 
Victims of an execution in a Jewish cemetery in Łódź (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.27. 
Employees of a Jewish funeral parlor collect the corpses of people who starved 

to death in the Warsaw ghetto (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.28. 
Dead body of a Jewish woman who starved to death, in a box on a hearse (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.29. 
Collective grave with the corpses of Jews who died in the Warsaw ghetto, 

in a Jewish cemetery in Okopowa Street (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.31. 
Notice put up 

by the German 
authorities, 

threatening the 
Poles with death 

penalty should 
they help the 

Jewish people 
in hiding 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.30. 
German police patrol going through Jewish residents’ houses 

(a retouched image) (NAC Collections)
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Photo 4.32.–4.33 
During the German occupation, thousands of Poles, heedless of the threat of the 
death penalty, helped the Jewish people. They hid Jews in their houses and farms 

and provided them with food, medical aid, and spiritual support. Around one 
thousand Poles paid the highest price: one of their own lives and the lives  

of their family members. The Ulma Family of Markowa is one of the symbols  
of the ultimate sacrifice. Józef and Wiktoria (above) and their children (below) 

(MSz/ MPRŻ Collections)

Photo 4.34. 
On March 24, 1944, Germans found out the whereabouts of eight Jews 

hidden by the Ulmas: the Goldmans, the Didners, and the Grünfelds.  
The Jewish families were executed, together with all the members of the 

Polish family: Józef and his wife Wiktoria in advanced pregnancy,  
and their six children. Above: photo of the Jews from Markowa, stained 

with blood, found at the Ulmas’ house after the massacre  
(MSz/MPRŻ Collections)
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Photos 4.35.–4.37. 
Poles murdered by Germans for offering help to Jews:  

Zofia Krasuska with son Feliks Bogusław ‘Boguś’ from the village 
of Tworki (above left), Marianna Lubkiewicz from the village of Sadowne  

(above right), and Józef Pruchniewicz from Biecz (below) 
(ISiM Collections/ Teresa Olton and the Pruchniewicz Family Collections)

Photo 4.38.
Jewish children found shelter and rescue from death in care centers run by 

female religious congregations. The photo shows a Jewish girl dressed in 
a checked coat amidst Polish children during a walk in occupied Warsaw 

(AZSFRM Collections)
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Photo 4.39. 
Jews executed in the Jewish cemetery in Biłgoraj in 1942 (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.40. 
Jewish boy shot during a mass execution in Biłgoraj (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.42. 
One of the participants of the Wannsee Conference (a meet-

ing during which the Germans outlined the technical and 
organizational details of the extermination of Jews) was Hans 

Frank’s deputy governor of the General Gouvernement, Josef 
Bühler, (second from left). He demanded to ‘solve the Jewish 

question’ as quickly as possible (NAC Collections)

Photo 4.41. 
SS-Reichsführer Heinrich Himmler and the Gauleiter of Wartheland, Arthur 

Greiser, visited the Łódź ghetto on June 6, 1941, where they first discussed 
exterminating ‘unable to work Jews and Gypsies’ in the Wartheland 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 4.43. 
Head of SS and police in the Lublin province, Odilo Globoc-
nik, was directly responsible for Operation Reinhardt — the 
extermination of Jews from the General Gouvernement and 

Białystok District. In the photo (first from right) with the 
Governor-General, Hans Frank (NAC Collections)
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Photo 4.45. 
Group of Jewish 

children during a mass 
deportation from Łódź 

to the extermination 
camp (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.44. 
Deportation of elder and sick Jews from the Łódź ghetto to the Kulmhof 

extermination camp (1942) (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.46. 
Jewish women led down a ghetto street during a mass deportation 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.47. 
Hundreds of Jews walking to the train station Łódź-Radogoszcz (Radegast), the 

‘loading platform’ for transporting Jews to extermination camps (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.48. 
Loading Jews from the Łódź ghetto into a train carriage at Radegast station 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 4.49. 
Doomed Jews get off a narrow-gauge train in Powiercie, from where they will 

be transported to the Kulmhof extermination camp (IPN Collection)
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Photo 4.50. 
Group of Jews led to the Treblinka death camp during the liquidation  

of the Warsaw ghetto (1942) (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.51. 
Ghetto residents are chased to freight cars at the Umschlagplatz before being 

transported to the Treblinka extermination camp (1942) (IPN Collections)
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Photo 4.56. 
Dead bodies of Jews who were probably shot during the suppression  

of the uprising in the Warsaw ghetto (IPN Collections)

Photo 4.57. 
Residents of the Warsaw ghetto led by SS troops during the final liquidation  

of the Jewish district in Warsaw (IPN Collections)

Extermination of Polish Jews



247

1



248 The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY



250 251The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photo 5.3. 
Most of the 

Radegast prison 
personnel con-

sisted of pre-war 
local Polish 

citizens of Ger-
man descent 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 5.2. 
Prisoners at roll call, running out from the main building of the German Order 

Police and Gestapo prison in Łódź (Radegast prison) (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.5. 
Inmates of the Radegast Prison during roll call (1943) (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.4. 
Execution of a prisoner at the Radegast prison (IPN Collections)
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Photo 5.6. 
Roll call at the Security Police Prison and Educational Labor Camp at Błonie, 

Inowrocław (Photo by Hermann Baltruschat/ IPN Collections)

Photo 5.7. 
Prisoner led to 

interrogation by 
the Gestapo at the 

police prison in 
Inowrocław (Photo 

by Hermann 
Baltruschat/ IPN 

Collections)

Photo 5.8. 
Labor camp in 

Inowrocław was 
notorious for 

trained dogs which 
were specially 

drilled to torment 
or kill prisoners. 

The sign over the 
kennel read: ‘Ken-

nel. Terror of Poles’ 
(Photo by Hermann 

Baltruschat/ IPN 
Collections)
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Photos 5.11.–5.13. 
Exhumation of victims held in the Montelupich prison and in St. Michael's 

Monastery in Kraków, subsequently killed by Germans in Fort 49 ‘Krzesławice’ 
(IPN Collections)
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Photos 5.14.–5.15.
Lagerkommandant (Camp Commandant) of Kinder-KZ Litzmannstadt (Łódź) 

Karl Ehrlich during an everyday roll call (IPN Collections)

Photos 5.16.–5.17. 
Łódź camp presumably held from 2,000 to over 3,000 Polish children. 

It is estimated that about two hundred children died, mainly due to infectious 
diseases and harsh living conditions (IPN Collections)
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Photo 5.19. 
Group of arrested Poles on their way to a train station in Ostrzeszów, from 

where they would be transferred to a concentration camp. Maria Golusińska 
took the photo, heedless of the risk of death or deportation to a concentration 

camp (Photo by Maria Golusińska/ IZCollections)
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Photo 5.22. 
Heinrich Himmler and SS officers monitor the progress of work on the expan-

sion of the concentration camp in Monowice (Auschwitz III) located at 
the IG Farben plant (July 17–18, 1942). Concentration camps were not only 

extermination camps but also sources of slave labor for German 
farms and factories (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.21. 
Barbed wire fence and Block 11 (‘Death Block’) with the wall where prisoners 

of KL Auschwitz I were lined up for execution (photo from 1946) 
(Photo by Stanisław Mucha/ IPN Collections)

Photo 5.20. 
Entrance gate to the main 

camp, KL Auschwitz I 
(photo from 1946) 

(Photo by Stanisław 
Łuczko/ IPN Collections)
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Photo 5.23. 
Female prisoners of KL Auschwitz-Birkenau at work on camp grounds

(Photo by Kamann/ IPN Collections)

Photo 5.24. 
Column of prisoners walking to work, probably at KL Auschwitz III Monowitz 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 5.25. 
Between 1942 and 1944, forty-seven sub-camps and Aussenkommando 

(external work camps) of KL Auschwitz were set up. They were mainly 
established adjacent to large farms and production plants to exploit the slave 

labor of prisoners. Photo: sub-camp of KL Auschwitz-Birkenau in Trzebinia 
(post-war photo) (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.27. 
Crematorium building at the labor camp in Trzebinia (post-war photo) 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 5.26. 
Part of the labor camp in Trzebinia (post-war photo) (IPN Collections)
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Photo 5.29. 
Results of a pseu-

do-medical experiment 
conducted by Germans 

on KL Auschwitz pris-
oners. The experiment’s 
objective was triggering 
off phlegmon (bacterial 

infection) — purulent 
inflammation 

of connective tissues 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 5.28. 
Four naked girls (two 

pairs of twins) on whom 
doctor Josef Mengele 

conducted pseudo-med-
ical experiments 

(June 1942) 
(IPN Collections)

Extermination in Camps and Prisons
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Photo 5.31. 
Selection of Jews on the unloading ramp along the railroad siding inside  

the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp in May 1944 (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.33. 
Jewish women and children designated to be killed instantly in gas chambers 

at the KL Auschwitz II-Birkenau death camp (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.32. 
Group of Jewish men 

classified as ‘fit for 
labor’ and sent to the 

concentration camp 
(IPN Collections)

Extermination in Camps and Prisons
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Photo 5.37. 
Rolls of rugs made of cut 
hair of women murdered 

at KL Auschwitz-Birk-
enau (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.36. 
Hair of the prisoners of KL Auschwitz-Birkenau stored by Germans in a camp 

warehouse (Photo by Stanisław Kolowca/ IPN Collections)

Extermination in Camps and Prisons
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Photo 5.40. 
Terribly emaciated 

15-year-old boy, a former 
prisoner of the concentra-

tion camp, being carried 
out of a building in 

KL Auschwitz 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 5.41. 
Two young female prison-

ers with frostbitten feet 
in a hospital room found 

after the liberation of 
KL Auschwitz 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 5.44. 
Camp workshops at KL Majdanek (1943) (PMM Collections)

Photo 5.43. 
Entrance gate to KL Majdanek (1943) (PMM Collections)

Photo 5.45. 
Prisoners of the Majdanek concentration camp at work (PMM Collections)

Photo 5.46. 
Guard posts at the KL Majdanek concentration camp (PMM Collections)

Extermination in Camps and Prisons
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Photo 5.48. 
Barbed-wire double fence at the Majdanek camp. Background: sheds of gas 

chambers (PMM Collections)

Photo 5.47. 
Camp kitchen 

barrack behind 
a barbed-wired 

fencing at 
KL Majdanek 

in Lublin (PMM 
Collections)

Photo 5.49. 
Poles living in the vicinity of the Majdanek camp at the crematorium furnaces 

upon discovering the scale of German crimes. Near the furnaces: remains  
of KL Majdanek’s prisoners (July 1944) (PMM Collections)
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Photo 5.50. 
Ruins of the Warsaw ghetto and the KL Warschau concentration camp estab-
lished in 1943, where about twenty thousand people were murdered, mostly 

Jews and Poles. Polish people were killed in mass executions (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.52. 
Post-war exhumation of prisoners murdered by Germans in Gęsia Street where 

KL Warschau was located (1946) (IPN Collections)

Photo 5.51. 
Female prisoners of KL Warschau liberated on August 5, 1944, by Home Army 

soldiers of the Zośka Battalion (Public domain)
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Photo 6.2. 
Himmler welcomes German colonists on a bridge in the city of Przemyśl,  

as they arrive from the eastern areas of Poland occupied by the Soviet Union 
(NAC Collections)

Photo 6.4. 
Higher SS and Police Leader in the General Gouvernement, 

Friedrich Wilhelm Krüger, coordinated mass expulsions 
and pacifications in the Zamość region (NAC Collections)

Photo 6.3. 
Adolf Eichman was responsible for the organization 

of mass forced deportations of Poles and Jews to the 
General Gouvernement from the lands incorporated 

directly into the Reich (IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.5. 
Eviction of Polish farmers from a village in Greater Poland (IPN Collections)
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Photos 6.6.–6.7. 
Mass expulsions in occupied Greater Poland at the turn of 1939 and 1940 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 6.8. 
Eviction of Poles from the village of Burzenin (IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.9. 
Guard at the entrance gate to the resettlement camp in Główna Street 

in Poznań (IPN Collections)

Photos 6.10.–6.11. 
Registration of evicted Poles 

in the resettlement camp in Główna 
Street in Poznań (IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.15.  
Newly arrived evicted Poles are searched in an unidentified transit camp 

in Łódź (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.14.  
Registration of Poles at the resettlement camp in Kopernika Street in Łódź 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 6.16.  
Column of expelled Poles leaves Łódź and heads for the General Gouvernement 

(1940) (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.13.  
Polish family arriving at a transit camp (IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor



312 313The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY



314 315The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photo 6.19. 
Evicted Poles at a rallying point where they await further orders from Germans 

(September 1940) (Photo by Opek/ IPN Collections)

Photo 6.18. 
Polish family expelled from their home in the vicinity of Jeleśnia, escorted by German 

military policemen to a rallying point (September 1940) (Photo by Opek/ IPN Collections)

Photo 6.20. 
Polish family left with few belongings after being evicted from their farm 

in Sola (September 1940) (Photo by Hartmann/ IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.23. 
Concentration camp in Potulice surrounded by barbed-wire fencing (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.22. 
SS officers in the concentration camp in Potulice. Since February 1, 1941, 

the camp served as a collecting camp for Polish families expelled from 
Pomerania and directed to the General Gouvernement (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.21. 
Expelled Poles read a warning sign near the resettlement camp in Potulice 

(IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.26. 
ElżbietaKarnecka, abducted from her parents 

in a resettlement camp and selected for 
Germanization (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.25. 
Wanda Sowińska, abducted from her parents 

in a resettlement camp and selected for Germanization 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 6.24. 
Mirosław Radoszyński, abducted from his parents

in a resettlement camp and selected for Germanization 
(IPN Collections)

Raport o stratach... Tom 2 Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.27. 
Arrival of Volhynian Germans in Gostynin in 1940 (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.28. 
Family of German colonists wait to be allocated a house seized from Poles 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 6.30. 
Kreisleiter of Radomsko gives some 
Volksdeutsche documents confirm-

ing their German citizenship 
(NAC Collections)

Photo 6.29. 
Group of Germans from Eastern 
Europe during the resettlement 

operation in the occupied Polish 
territories (NAC Collections)

Photo 6.31. 
German colonists view a house in Greater Poland, from which the Polish 

owners were earlier evicted (IPN Collections)

Photo 6.32. 
German colonists look at 

a barn and cattle seized 
from Polish farmers 

(IPN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.35. 
Poles arrested in a street round-up (łapanka) in Piotrków Trybunalski 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 6.36. 
Random people caught in a round-up in Piotrków Trybunalski (AAN Collections)

Photo 6.37. 
Young people caught in ‘łapan-

ka’ in Cianowice Commune, 
Miechów District, about to 

be sent to forced labor 
in Germany (AAN Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photo 6.38. 
Mothers bewail their sons and daughters deported from Pabianice and sent  

to forced labor in Germany (1943) (IPN Collections)
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Photo 6.40. 
Propaganda poster encouraging Poles to leave for Germany to work: ‘Their poverty 

is over. They are going to work on farms in Germany.’ (NAC Collections)

Photos 6.41.–6.42. 
Polish men and women awaiting 
departure to the Reich to forced 

labor. German propaganda 
photos (1943) (NAC Collections)
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Photo 6.43. 
Handing out shoes to a Polish forced laborer in a labor camp in the Reich. 

German propaganda photo (1943) (Photo by Karl Schultz/ NAC Collections)
Photo 6.45. 

Polish male and female workers sit on benches at a labor camp in the Reich.
German propaganda photo (October 1943) (NAC Collections)

Photo 6.44. 
Group of Polish 

laborers entering 
a bathhouse at a labor 

camp in Germany. 
German propaganda 
photo (Photo by Karl 

Schultz/ NAC 
Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor



336 337The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photos 6.46.–6.48 
Polish forced laborers during work at the Georg mineshaft in Germany. 

German propaganda photo (NAC Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor
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Photos 6.50.–6.51. 
Polish female workers in the Reich doing farm work. German propaganda 

photo (May 1940) (Photo by Haine/ NAC Collections)

Photo 6.52. 
Polish female workers having a meal in the Reich. German propaganda photo 

(May 1940) (Photo by Haine/ NAC Collections)
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Photo 6.53. 
Governor of the Kraków District, Otto von Wächter (fifth from right), 

talks with Polish forced laborers inducted into Baudienst im General 
Gouvernement (Construction Service in the General Government), working  

in the vicinity of Sanok (NAC Collections)

Photo 6.54. 
Recruitment of Poles to the Construction Service was carried out on the 

principle of compulsory conscription and evading the service carried severe 
penalties, including the death penalty (NAC Collections)

Expulsions and Slave Labor



345

1



The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY



348 349The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage

Photo 7.2. 
Remains of a destroyed pedestal of the Tadeusz Kościuszko Monument  

in Freedom Square (‘Plac Wolności’) in Łódź (November 1939) (IPN Collections) 

Photo 7.3. 
German troops 

pose for  
a photograph 

at the toppled 
statue of Tadeusz 

Kościuszko  
in Łódź  

(IPN Collections)

Photo 7.4. 
Tadeusz 

Kościuszko Mon-
ument, destroyed 

by Germans, 
was restored 

after the war, and 
returned to the 
same location, 

becoming one of 
the most charac-

teristic land-
marks of Łódź 

(IPN Collections)
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Photos 7.5.–7.7. 
Series of images depicts the demolition of the Adam Mickiewicz Monument in the 
Main Market Square in Kraków in August 1940. After the war, the monument was 
restored using some of the figures found and recovered from a scrapyard in Ham-
burg in 1946. The unveiling of the monument took place on November 26, 1955, 

on the 100th anniversary of Adam Mickiewicz’s death (ANK Collections)

Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage
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Photo 7.9. 
In retaliation for removing a plaque in German from the Nicolas Copernicus 
Monument by a Grey Ranks scout, Aleksy Dawidowski, the Governor of the 

Warsaw District, Ludwig Fischer, ordered the removal of the Jan Kiliński Mon-
ument from Krasińskich Square in Warsaw. The photo shows the preparations 

to dismantle the monument in March 1942 (IPN Collections)

Photo 7.8. 
General Gouverneur of occupied Poland, Hans Frank, personally ordered  

the blowing up of the Frederic Chopin statue. Its elements were cut into pieces 
with blowpipes (AAN Collections)

Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage
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Photo 7.10. 
Destruction of St. Ignatius of Loyola Church – a former Jesuit church

in Bydgoszcz (1940) (IPN Collections)

Photo 7.11. 
By orders of the German authorities, a historical bell tower in Siedlce was 

demolished in 1941 (IPN Collections)

Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage
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Photo 7.14. 
Roadside cross toppled by Germans (IPN Collections)

Photo 7.12. 
Demolition of a shrine in the vicinity of Żychlin (IPN Collections)

Photo 7.13. 
Pawłówek 

shrine (pres-
ent-day part of 

Konin) pulled 
down by Ger-

man occupiers 
(IPN Collections)

Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage
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Photo 7.16. 
Warehouse filled with Polish books, confiscated by German authorities, stored 

in St. Michael’s Church in Poznań. In that place alone, three million volumes 
were assembled, in a massive heap 50 meters long, 6 meters wide, 

and 4 meters high (IZ Collections)
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Photo 7.17. 
Planting explosive charges by German sappers to blow up what was left of the 

Royal Castle in Warsaw (1944) (IZ Collections)



364 365The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage

Photos 7.18. 
–7.20.

Images depict 
the methodical 
destruction of 

Warsaw in 1944 
by Sprengkom-

mando, which was 
part of Technical 
Emergency Help 

(Technische 
Nothilfe), a Ger-

man auxiliary po-
lice organization 

(IZ Collections)
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Photo 7.21. 
Interior of Warsaw's Public Library in Koszykowa Street burned down by the 

retreating Germans in 1945 (post-war photo). The library used to hold unique 
collections of books and archives donated by Polish noble families 

(BN Polona Collections)
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Photo 7.23. 
Almost the entire historical urban substance of Warsaw was destroyed by  
the German invader during the Second World War. The photo shows part 

of the former Warsaw ghetto with St. Augustine's Church that survived only 
because it served as an ammunition and explosives depot (post-war photo) 

(IPN Collections) Photo 7.25. 
Toppled statue 

of King Sigis-
mund III Vasa  

on Castle Square  
in Warsaw  

(post-war photo) 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 7.24. 
Ruins of St. Florian’s Church in the district of Praga 

in Warsaw (July 1945) (IPN Collections)

Destruction and Looting of Cultural Heritage
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Photo 7.26. 
Portrait of a Young Man, painted by Raphael Santi in 1514, is the most valuable 

work of art looted during the Second World War from the Polish collections. 
Before the war, it was owned by the Czartoryski Museum in Kraków 

(MKiDN Collections)
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Photo 7.27. 
The Beautiful Madonna from Toruń, made ca. 1395, looted 
from the Church of St. John the Baptist and St. John the 

Evangelist in Toruń (MKiDN Collections)

Photo 7.30. 
Portrait of the Artist’s Wife by Leon Chwistek (before 

1933) – a painting looted from the J. and K. Bartoszewicz 
Municipal Museum of History and Art in Łódź 

(MKiDN Collections)

Photo 7.28. 
Gothic chalice from 1480, looted from St. Mary’s Basilica 

in Kraków (MKiDN Collections)

Photo 7.31. 
One of the drawings looted by the German invader at 
the turn of 1944 and 1945 from the Wilanów Palace 

and never recovered. It depicts the Head of an Apostle 
from the Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci attributed to 

Giovanni Antonio Boltraffio (MKiDN Collections)

Photo 7.32. 
Red-figure rhyton in the shape of a ram’s head, ca. 480 

BC, signed by potter Brygos, looted from the Gołuchów 
Castle collection (MKiDN Collections)

Photo 7.29. 
The Sleeping Lioness, 
a drawing by Albre-
cht Dürer, looted by 

Germans in 1939 from 
the Warsaw University 

collection; it has 
never been found 

(MKiDN Collections)
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Photo 8.3. 
Ruins of a train station in Zamość (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.2. 
Demolished railway viaduct in Zamość (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.5. 
Demolished school building of the Blessed Yolanda Girls’ Gymnasium  

in Lenartowicza Street in Jasło (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.4. 
Ruins of town 

houses in Asnyka 
Street in Jasło 

(IPN Collections)
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Photo 8.11 
Ruins of town houses in Rozbrat Street in Warsaw (June 1945) (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.9. 
Ruins of the Warsaw Old Town (July 1945) (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.8. 
Residential buildings in Smocza Street in downtown Warsaw, 

leveled by the Germans (July 1945) (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.10. 
Modern building of the Warsaw Main Railway Station, put into service in 1939, 

was razed to the ground by the Germans (July 1945) (IPN Collections)

Corpus delicti 1945
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Photo 8.16. 
Sheet of paper with a hand-
written note: ‘I am going to 

death. Pole, send it to family’ 
that belonged to Albin Pabi-

siak murdered by Germans 
in Żabikowo in January 1945 

(IPN Collections)

Photo 8.14. 
Remains of the last 47 prisoners of the Kulmhof Death Camp, murdered and 

burned by Germans in a granary on the night of January 17–18, 1945 
(IPN Collections)

Photo 8.15. 
Dead body of a chained 

Polish prisoner murdered by 
Germans in Żabikowo near 

Poznań in January 1945 
(IPN Collections)

Corpus delicti 1945
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Photos 8.18.–8.20. 
Exhumation of murdered residents of Nowy Sącz 
in Biegonice in March 1945 (MONS Collections)
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Photos 8.21.–8.22. 
Exhumation of the victims' bodies, murdered by Germans in forests near 

Piaśnica in 1939–1940 (MMG Collections)

Corpus delicti 1945
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Photo 8.25. 
Cemetery in Rudawa, a post-war funeral of thirty victims of the Radwanowice 

village pacification carried out by Germans in July 1943 (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.24. 
Post-war funeral of fifty-six Poles murdered by Germans in 1939 during 

the ‘Bloody Sunday’ in the prison in Inowrocław (IPN Collections)

Photo 8.26. 
Funeral of twenty-three victims murdered by Germans in Żarki during 

the occupation (February 1945) (IPN Collections)

Corpus delicti 1945
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Photo 9.2. 
In Piaśnica Forest, Germans committed one of the greatest acts of genocide 

in Gdańsk Pomerania (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.3. 
Collective grave for victims of mass executions in the forests north-east 

of Świecie, near the towns of Mniszek and Grupa (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.4. 
Execution site com-

memorated with 
a monument and 

eight symbolic 
graves in the Dąbki 

forest administra-
tive division near 

Gniewkowo, 
Kuyavy-Pomerania

(Photo by KP)
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Photo 9.6. 
Symbolic gravestones at the ‘Valley of Death’ in Fordon near Bydgoszcz, 

the site of mass executions of the Polish intelligentsia (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.7. 
Unveiled in 2009, Station XII of the Bydgoszcz Calvary is the most poignant mon-

ument of the Way of the Cross at the ‘Valley of Death’ in Fordon (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.8. 
Bronze low relief on the monument 

of Station XII is a reproduction of the 
original photograph taken by 

a German executioner, depicting 
three Bydgoszcz teachers being 
marched off to execution in the 

‘Valley of Death’ in Fordon: 
Władysław Bieliński, Medart 

Męczykowski, and Antoni Olejnik
(Photo by KP)



412 413The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY Remembering the crimes

Photos 9.9.–9.13. 
Performance ‘Night and Fog’ staged on the grounds of Fort VII – Museum 

of Greater-Poland Martyrs, commemorating the victims of Konzentrationslager 
Posen on the 80th anniversary of its establishment (2019) (Photo by KP)
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Photo 9.17. 
Tomb in Zakrzewski Forest near Poznań

(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.16. 
Commemorative plaque in honor  

of fifteen residents of Mosina and 
vicinity, shot by Germans in the mar-

ket square on October 20, 1939 
(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.14.
Unveiled on October 20, 1945, the plaque on the Town Hall wall in Kórnik 

commemorates fifteen Poles shot six years earlier (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.15.
Outdoor installation 

‘Memory of Wood’ 
set up in 2019, on the 

80th anniversary of the 
massacre on the market 

square in Kórnik
(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.18. 
Grave of the victims of the Zgierz 

Massacre and mass executions 
in Lućmierski Forest near Łódź, 

renovated in 2022 (Photo by KP)
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Photo 9.20. 
Góra Komornicka Cemetery near Działdowo, Warmia-Masuria, laid out on  
the site of mass executions of Polish citizens in 1940–1943 (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.21. 
Memorial in a parish ceme-

tery in Działdowo, next to the 
eleven mass graves of Soldau 

concentration camp victims
(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.23. 
Memorial of the Defenders 
of the Polish Post Office in 
Danzig in Zaspa Cemetery 

in Gdańsk (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.22. 
Zaspa Cemetery in Gdańsk; the remains of at least several thousand victims 

of German terror rest there, including the prisoners of KL Stutthof and victims 
of mass executions carried out in Gdańsk Pomerania (Photo by KP)
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Photo 9.25. 
Mural at Executed Hundred Square in Zgierz, painted in 2022, 

on the 80th anniversary of the Zgierz massacre (Photo by KP)

Left: Photo 9.24. 
Renovated in 2008, a memorial to the Executed Hundred in Zgierz, 

commemorating the largest public execution carried out by Germans  
in the territories directly incorporated into the Third Reich (Photo by KP)
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Photo 9.26. 
Memorial in Grabówka, Podlasie, honoring thousands of Polish citizens 

shot by Germans in local forests (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.27. 
Memorial in Bacieczki Forest, Białystok, commemorating victims 

of mass executions (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.28. 
Memorial by the church wall 

in Gąbin, Mazovia, where 
on June 15, 1941, Germans 

shot ten Poles in a retaliatory 
action (Photo by KP)
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Photos 9.29.–9.30. 
Collective prison cell and an isolation cell in the former Gestapo Detention 

Center at 25 Szucha Avenue (now the Mausoleum of Struggle 
and Martyrdom in Warsaw) (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.31. 
Wreaths laid by a brick 
wall in the prison yard 

in Rakowiecka Street in 
Warsaw; bullet holes can 
be seen in the wall where 

Germans murdered 
six hundred inmates 

on August 2, 1944
(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.32. 
One of about 160 

common-design com-
memorative plaques de-
signed by Karol Tchorek 

(‘Tchorek Plaques’) 
in 1949 to commemo-
rate places of struggle 
and martyrdom across 

Warsaw. Photo: plaque 
on the wall of a building 

at 27/35 Marszałkowska 
Street (Photo by KP)



426 427The Report on the Losses... PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTARY

Photo 9.34. 
The most infamous 
symbol of the Ger-
man concentration 
camps: the gate to 

the main Auschwitz 
I concentration 

camp with its Arbeit 
macht frei sign
(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.35. 
Remains of a cre-

matorium building 
in the Auschwitz 

II-Birkenau concen-
tration camp, which 

used to house 
a gas chamber and 

furnaces to burn 
human bodies
(Photo by KP)

Remembering the crimes
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Photo 9.36. 
‘Gate Monument’, part of the Struggle and Martyrdom of the Polish Nation 

and other Nations Memorial located on the grounds of the former 
KL Lublin concentration camp (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.37. 
Barbed wire double fencing and a guard tower at Majdanek (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.38. 
Gas chamber in the KL Lublin concentration camp (Photo by KP)

Remembering the crimes
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Photo 9.40. 
Symbolic nameless gravestones surrounding the burial site of the ashes of 

800,000 Jewish people murdered in the Treblinka instant extermination camp 
(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.41. 
Execution site of the inmates of the Treblinka I forced-labor camp (Photo by KP)

Remembering the crimes
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Photo 9.42. 
Building of Ulma-Family Museum of Poles Who Saved Jews in World War II 

in Markowa, Subcarpathia (Photo by KP)

Right: Photo 9.43. 
Deportation Memorial at Radegast Station in Łódź, commemorating departures 

of prisoners to the Kulmhof and Auschwitz-Birkenau death camps
(Photo by KP)
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Photo 9.46. 
Memorial and a mass grave holding the remains of fifty-eight 

Poles – men, women and children – the victims of the 
German pacification of Jasinowo, Podlasie, in 1943 

(Photo by KP)

Photo 9.45. 
Commemorative cross to honor three Poles executed 

in 1939 in a forest near the village of Węgierskie, 
Greater Poland (Photo by KP)

Photo 9.44. 
Two graves in a forest near the Widoń settlement, 

Kuyavy-Pomerania, commemorating Poles from 
Włocławek executed in the fall of 1939.

(Photo by KP)

Remembering the crimes
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AAN –  The Archives of Modern Records in Warsaw (Archiwum Akt Nowych  
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  Pileckiego)
IZ –  The Western Institute in Poznań (Instytut Zachodni im. Zygmunta  

  Wojciechowskiego)
KP –  Konstancja Pleskaczyńska
MB –  Maciej Biedrzycki
MKiDN –  The Ministry of Culture and National Heritage (Ministerstwo Kultury  

  i Dziedzictwa Narodowego)
MMG –  The Gdynia City Museum (Muzeum Miasta Gdyni)
MONS –  The District Museum in Nowy Sącz (Muzeum Okręgowe w Nowym Sączu)
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