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› Manure Policy 

› Need for redesigning

› Process towards a new policy

› Exchange of experiences…

Introduction
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Manure Policy in the Netherlands
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› Manure policy since 1984.

› Since 1998: 

– Every 4 years

– Nitrate Action Programs (NAP)

– 6th NAP: 2018-2021

› Every period new measures

› Policy heavy and large

› Redesign

Redesigning
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› Discussion with stakeholders

› Collecting plans

› Writing a new proposal

› Approval from the parlement

› Public consultation

› Environmental impact report

› European Commission

› Approval in Committee

Process to a new policy
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› Discussion organisations

– Farmer organisation

– Industry (Food and Fertilizers)

– Science

– Water companies

– Environmental organisations

– Nature conservation

› Exchange of ideas and visions

Stakeholder meetings
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› The ministry asks for concrete 
plans for future policy from all
stakeholder organisations

› Discussion with stakeholders 
about the goals and measures

› These plans will evaluated for
their scientific effect on water 
quality

› This is the longest phase

Collection of plans
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Action program measures:

 In line with general policy

 with use of stakeholder plans

 with scientific effect

› Action program is presented
with a letter to the parlement

Writing a new Action Program
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› Debate in Parlement about the
Action program

› Ideas from stakeholders are 
included in the plans

› Debate continues during the
process

› Sometimes up to 3 or 4 
debates in whole cycle (2 
years)

Approval by the Parlement
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› After plans are published and
approved by the parlement

› There is a public consulation
for 6 weeks

› Everybody is invited to give
their opinion.

› Ministry is obliged to react on 
the opinion

Public consultation
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› Scientific check on measures
in the Nitrate Action program

› Focus on the environmental
aspects

› Independent committee
supported by scientists

Environmental Impact Assessment
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› Several discussions with
European Commission, DG 
Environment

› Meeting before nitrate 
committees

– EU invites NL for presentation

– EU monitors environmental 
aspects closely

– EU demands environmental 
measures that have effect

European Commission
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› Three presentations in Nitrate
Committee

1. Retrospect of past policy 

2. Results of the past policy

3. Plans for present period of the 
Action program

› Final Nitrate Committee vote
on NL derogation

› Process is 1 year

Nitrate Committee
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› Policy communication

› Policy implementation

– In regulation

– In practice

› Policy monitoring and
Evaluation

New policy has to be sold
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Experiences Poland and the Netherlands
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