
Theses on cooperation within the Weimar Triangle 

• The provisions of the **1991 Weimar Declaration on the Future of Europe** have acquired even greater significance today. Europe needs fresh political impetus and new economic initiatives. Thirty-five years ago, Ministers Krzysztof Skubiszewski, Roland Dumas and Hans-Dietrich Genscher wrote:

“We have a unique opportunity to build a new Europe, for which we all bear responsibility, in a spirit of human solidarity, conscious of the interconnectedness of our destinies and drawing on our shared heritage of values. The natural aspiration of all peoples to democracy, prosperity and security can be fulfilled on a lasting basis only through a joint effort by the whole of Europe.”

• The **Weimar Triangle was established to unite Europe**. It was founded on the conviction that together we are stronger. This principle remains as relevant as ever. Only by acting together can we build a safer Europe, more resilient European societies and more competitive economies.

• The nature of this cooperation has evolved and adapted to current challenges. The completion of Poland’s integration into European structures opened a new chapter in trilateral cooperation. The European agenda began to assume greater importance, particularly the European Neighbourhood Policy, EU institutional matters and EU enlargement.

• For 35 years, the Weimar Triangle has demonstrated its value by overcoming divisions and fostering dialogue. It remains an important forum for consultations and for developing common positions on major issues concerning European policy and the international agenda at every level.

• At the political level, regular expert consultations are held on European, strategic, transatlantic and security-related matters. Eastern Europe remains at the heart of trilateral cooperation, particularly through mechanisms for discussing possible ways of supporting the region.

• The **FIMI agenda** has become a new area of Weimar cooperation. Departments responsible for strategic communication are developing mechanisms to counter manipulation on social media and protect societies against it. The most recent meeting on this subject took place on 10 July 2026.

• The geopolitical situation requires the Weimar Triangle countries to cooperate closely on security and defence. The objective is to enhance the interoperability of their armed forces and strengthen their defence capabilities. This cooperation is based on the agreement concluded by the defence ministers on 24 June 2024.

• Joint Weimar military exercises form part of this cooperation. The first exercise involving troops from all three Weimar Triangle countries, codenamed **Gallant Beaver 25**, was held in Poland from 13 to 24 October 2025 as part of the broader NATO **Iron Defender** manoeuvres.

• Sectoral cooperation is producing tangible results. Particularly noteworthy are the regular meetings of ministers responsible for climate and the environment—most recently in Gniezno on 9 March 2026—as well as digital affairs, through the **Digital Weimar Triangle**, launched in June 2025; science and higher education, in March 2026; development funds and regional policy, in Cyprus in June 2026; and finance, with the most recent meeting of Weimar Triangle finance ministers, attended by Minister Andrzej Domański, held on 12 December 2024. Poland also plans to organise a meeting of Weimar Triangle agriculture ministers in autumn 2026.

• Meetings of ministers responsible for transport were inaugurated in 2026. On 17 February 2026, a Weimar Memorandum of Understanding was signed in Warsaw, emphasising the need to develop cross-border connections, modernise railway infrastructure and promote innovation in the transport sector.

• Weimar Triangle cooperation is acquiring a new dimension through projects relating to **economic security, digital infrastructure, AI, technological sovereignty and the modernisation of public administration**. Digital sovereignty is becoming an important element in strengthening the EU’s competitiveness and resilience.

• Dynamic interparliamentary relations remain an important component of the Weimar Triangle. Regular contacts among the leadership of both chambers of parliament, as well as among parliamentary committees and friendship groups, continue to form a permanent part of Weimar cooperation. The upper houses of the three countries’ parliaments maintain particularly active relations within the Weimar format.

• The Weimar Triangle remains a platform for deepening societal ties, particularly through youth exchanges and academic cooperation. A notable example is the trilateral **Europa Master** degree programme offered by the University of Opole in cooperation with the University of Burgundy in Dijon and Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz.

• The **Polish-German Youth Office (PNWM/DPJW)** and the **Franco-German Youth Office (OFAJ/DFJW)** play a key role. They provide the operational and financial framework for youth exchanges, enabling trilateral projects to be implemented. In 2026, more than 600 young people will participate in such projects.

• Cooperation between regional and local governments serves as an important link among the societies of Poland, Germany and France. One example is the **Regional Weimar Triangle** linking the Silesian Voivodeship, North Rhine-Westphalia and Hauts-de-France, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary.

• Each of these regions takes turns hosting one of three initiatives: a youth summit, **Kulturatrium**—a programme of artistic residencies—and conferences bringing together experts from various fields. The Mazowieckie Voivodeship also maintains active trilateral cooperation with the Île-de-France Region and Brandenburg.


