Call text

1t Malta-Poland Call for Proposals for Joint Research and
Innovation Projects (2026)

Introduction

In 2024, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in Research and
Innovation was signed between the Government of the Republic of Malta and the
Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Poland. In line with this MoU,
Xjenza Malta and the National Centre for Research and Development (NCBR) are
jointly launching this Call. The joint Call for Research and Innovation projects is co-
funded by Xjenza Malta through the Access?2GlobalResearch Scheme and by NCBR
through the INNOGLOBO programme, with the aim of fostering cooperation and
supporting joint initiatives that reflect the shared national priorities of both countries.

Call Timeline and Snapshot

Submission Deadline of
National Application form to
XM Proposals

(30 March 2026)

Admin Evaluation and issuing
—> of conditional commitment
declaration by XM

Call for Joint Proposals Open

v

Submission deadline of
International application and

Declaration from Malta-based
partner to NCBR by Polish
Partner
(30 April 2026)

International arrangements
conducted jointly by the NCBR
and XM

NCBR announcement of
funding decision

v

Grant Agreement process with
funding entity

Project Start Date within 3-6
month from announcement




National Rules for Participation

Each Managing Authority has its own National Rules
& Regulations. Thus, apart from adhering to the said
requirements in this Call Text, applicants will also
need to ensure that they abide by their own
respective National Rules & Regulations.

The Rules and Regulations for eligible Malta-
based applicants can be found in the Call
page on the Xjenza Malta website.

Eligible Polish-based entities may refer to
their respective rules on the NCBR website.

Application Form

The Application form and annexes for
Malta-based Participants can be found in
the Call page on the Xjenza Malta.

Other Annexes to be submitted with the
Application form, for Malta-based
participants can be found on the Xjenza
Malta resources page.

Polish- based entities should refer to NCBR
documentation for information on the
application forms.

Project Consortia

At least one eligible legal entity operating in
Malta and at least one legal entity operating
in Poland.

- Marine and Maritime Technologies
- Digital Technologies

- Health and Well-being

- Sustainable Use of Resources

Research Areas
- Smart Manufacturing
- Aerospace, Aviation, and Space
- Cultural Heritage
1-7 for Malta-based entities.
Supported TRL Levels

Polish-based entities should refer to the
INNOGLOBO 5th Call documentation for



https://xjenzamalta.mt/media/open-funding-schemes/
https://xjenzamalta.mt/media/open-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.pl/web/ncbr/5-konkurs-w-ramach-programu-innoglobo.
https://xjenzamalta.mt/media/open-funding-schemes/
https://xjenzamalta.mt/resources-page/
https://xjenzamalta.mt/resources-page/

the specific TRL levels supported under
National Rules.

Project Duration

24 - 36 months

Max. funds that can jointly be requested
by Malta-based partner/s per project

€150,000

Max. funds that can be requested by
Polish-based entities per project

Refer to NCBR documentation for details on
funding.

Submission Deadline of Proposal

Malta-based
Deadline of National Application form to
Xjenza Malta: 30 March 2026 (Submissions
beyond this date will be considered but not

entities - Submission

guaranteed for evaluation due to time
constraints)

Polish- based entities - Submission of
the
international application and declaration
from Malta-based partner, to NCBR: 30
April 2026

required documentation, including

Xjenza Malta Submission Email

international.xjenzamalta@gov.mt

NCBR Submission Portal

https://Isi.ncbr.gov.pl



mailto:international.xjenzamalta@gov.mt
https://lsi.ncbr.gov.pl/

Further Details:

1. Call Structure

The Call invites Poland-based and Malta-based partners to submit joint research and
innovation (R&l) proposals by the deadlines stipulated in this document and in all
accompanying documentation issued by NCBR. Proposals must follow the procedures
established by NCBR and Xjenza Malta, as detailed in the Rules for the participation of
Polish applicants in the 5th Call of the INNOGLOBO Programme (Poland), the Xjenza
Malta National Rules, and this Call text (Malta).

Malta-based partners must submit the Xjenza Malta national application form by 30
March 2026. This deadline ensures that Xjenza Malta can conduct the required
administrative review and based on the outcome, issue a declaration of co-financing as
a conditional commitment to funding, subject to the final funding decisions.

National submissions received after 30 March 2026 may still be accepted, but Xjenza
Malta cannot guarantee completion of the administrative evaluation due to time
constraints.

Following the administrative review, the Polish partner is responsible for ensuring that
the declaration of funds issued by Xjenza Malta is uploaded to the NCBR LSI portal
along with the international application and all other required documentation by the
NCBR Call deadline of 30 April 2026.

2. Financing

Eligible participants from Poland and Malta will finance their project costs through the
funding schemes applicable under this Call, specifically, the NCBR INNOGLOBO
programme for Poland-based participants and the Xjenza Malta, A2GR funding
programme for Malta-based participants, and, where required, through their own
complementary financing.

Approval or eligibility granted by one funding agency does not imply, ensure, or
influence eligibility with the other agency. Each funding body may conduct its own
independent evaluation, therefore, no commitment or approval from one agency shall
bind or obligate the other to provide funding to its respective project participants.
Formal confirmation from both agencies is required for a project to be considered
eligible for funding.



2.1 Basic Requirements

Project results must contribute to the objective of the Call: Advancing R&l by
generating new knowledge, methods, technologies, or solutions that build upon

the current international state of the art. The project proposals must comply with

the following guidelines:

3.

The partners must include at least one Poland-based entity and one Malta-
based entity.

Participation of other Poland-based and Malta-based entities are welcome as
additional partners according to each country’s funding schemes.

Companies and/or research organisations from other countries may also
participate. These partners’ participation is neither funded by NCBR nor Xjenza
Malta. They have to be included into the international application with the
required documentation included.

The project should have an obvious advantage and differentiated value
proposition resulting from the cooperation between the participants from the
two countries.

Project duration should range from 24 up to 36 months.

The project should demonstrate a balanced contribution by the participants
from both countries and must be equally significant to all participants:

o The share of financial resources contributed by all the partners forming
the international consortium should be a minimum of 30% and a
maximum of 70% of the total international consortium budget allocated
to the project.

Any partner whose cooperative R&l proposal is consistent with the aforesaid
criteria may apply to the present Call in accordance with the national laws, rules,
regulations and procedures in effect.

Thematic Areas

The Call focuses on the following thematic areas:

3

Marine and Maritime Technologies
Digital Technologies

Health and Well-being
Sustainable Use of Resources
Smart Manufacturing

Aerospace, Aviation, and Space
Cultural Heritage



Proposals must directly address the objective of this Call and clearly align with at least
one of its thematic areas.

4. Selection Criteria

Proposals will be scientifically evaluated on the basis of:

e Scientific and technical excellence and originality of the project

e Feasibility, quality and effectiveness of the project plan

e Projectimpact, including anticipated economic effects

e Cooperation between consortium partners and added value of the project in
the context of international cooperation

5. Submission

A consortium agreement is not required at the proposal submission stage.

All partners seeking funding under this Call must submit an application and any
additional documentation required by their respective national funding agency, in
accordance with the applicable national rules (see below), and differing stipulated
deadline.

5.1 Poland

Polish applicants submit international application for project financing according to the
Rules for the participation of Polish applicants in the 5th call of the INNOGLOBO
programme. The international application should be submitted by the Polish applicants
to the NCBR via the electronic system - Application Generator in LSl 10.:
https.//Isi.ncbr.gov.pl.

5.2 Malta

Each Malta-based partner must submit a national application form together with all
required annexes, in accordance with the applicable national rules and the requirements
specific to their entity type.

The state-aid and non-state-aid national rules, along with the national application form,
can be downloaded from the Call page on the Xjenza Malta website. Any additional

annexes are available on the Xjenza Malta resources page.

It is important that each applicant consults with the Xjenza Malta Programme Manager if
they are unsure about the required annexes or submission requirements. Incorrect or
incomplete submissions may result in the proposal being deemed ineligible and excluded
from further evaluation. Applicants are solely responsible for ensuring compliance with


https://lsi.ncbr.gov.pl/
https://xjenzamalta.mt/media/open-funding-schemes/
https://xjenzamalta.mt/resources-page/

all requirements and must allow sufficient time to seek clarification before the
submission deadline.

Consultation with the national funding agencies is highly recommended at an
early stage.

4.3 Decision and Project Start Date

It is expected that applicants will receive the decision regarding their grant by their
national funding organisations by October 2026.

Successful proposals will be required to agree on a common project start date for all
partners. This start date must be set as soon as possible following the award
announcement and no later than 3-6 months from the date of the announcement.

6. Contact

For further information or assistance, applicants should contact the relevant national
contact point:

Xjenza Malta

Correspondence from Malta-based entities should be directed to:

Name: Kristina Darmanin

Position: Executive (Internationalisation)
E-mail: kristina.darmanin.2@gov.mt
Phone: +356 23602328

NCBR

Correspondence from Poland-based entities should be directed to:

E-mail: innoglobo@ncbr.gov.pl
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