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VOICES FROM THE BASEMENT

Torture of civilians in Donbas by Russians
and Russian-backed separatists.
Testimonies of former prisoners of war.
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During the armed conflict in the Donbas that has lggeng on since 2014 almost 4,000 Ukrainian
citizens were taken prisoners by Rusdiaicked separatists.

*

This report describes human rights violations under international law committed by the Russians,
and secalled separatists in the-salledDonetskPeople's Republic

*

Testimonies of former prisonersdo not contain personal data of victims in order to protect their
privacy and safety. Individual victims are indicated by numbers and the letter C (“civilian™).

llegal armed formations in areas thae anot under the control of Ukraine are referred to in the
testimonies as "militia", "separatists,” "members of DNR" and "militants” of theaked Donetsk
People's RepublidiDPR ,DNRD) i the language of th&ourceis preserved.

*



The main focus ismothe events on the territory of the Donetsk Plant of Insulation Materials, which
is used as a piteial detention centre, because the scale of human rights violations in this place is a
global phenomenon. The testimonies of sixteen prisoners held tH2026:2019 were collected.

The authors hope that the report will be used to reveal the crimes committed there and punish the
perpetrators.

The material was prepared Monika Andruszewska andVitalii Khekalo at the request of MEP
Anna Fotyga from ta Group of European Conservatives and Reformigtsthe European
Parliament.

Special thanks to former civilian prisoner Valédiedosekin for supporting the testimony collection
process and former civilian prisone8erhii Zakharov for providing gaphic illustrations
documenting his experience in captivity, as well as to a group of Rdkistinian volunteers that
supported editing and translating the material
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner Serhii Zakharov

11 Status and conditions of prisoners in the occupied territory of Donbas
and international standards

International humanitarian law

At the national level, special Ukrainian legislation defines conflict in the Donbéstabk e
armed aggression ofantdhd tRmMPDIran yF od'sattpasidneron o
time the law ofpeacetimeis applied. Meanwhile the Office of the Prosecutor of International
Criminal Court (the ICC Office of the Prosecutor) prommslly qualifies the situation in the
Donbas as a combination of the international armed conflict (confrontation between the armed
forces of the Russian Federation and Ukraine) and armed conflict not of an international character
(confrontation with armedjroups operating in the East of Ukraine, thecsal | ed A DNRO
fiLNRO)

If we consider the confrontation between armed formations in the East of Ukraine from the
position of international legal regulation, the mere fact of the armed conflict, regastileksther
its parties recognize such conflict as a war, is sufficient to apply to it the rules of international
humanitarian law (IHL)"!

The rules of the Geneva Conventions define the farsoner of war(in the context of the
international armed coniif") andpersons deprived of their liber(in relation to norinternational
armed conflict).

According to the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicto{®uol 1), 8 June 1977, a
person in the power of an adverse Party or a person clearly expresses an intention to surrender

5



should be recognized to be 'hors de corfibat The status of O6hors de c
of norrinternational character isefined in the Article 3 of Geneva Conventigh) relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War, 12 August 1949, stating that persons taking no active part in the
hostilitiesé who have | aid down their alnmsé
particular, cruel treatment and torture, outrages upon personal dignity, taking of hostages are
prohibited with respect to the abeseentioned persois

The definition of captivity as a category within an armed conflict is directly linked to the
human ight to life"l". The specified norms are the collection of established customary practice
regarding treatment of the victims of war. Above all, they guarantee respect for the physical and
psychological integrity of the individual. The norms adopted in 198at meet the conditions of
modern armed conflicts and the requirements of thetime

With regard to the immediate conditions of detention of prisoners, the state responsible for
them is obliged to provide them with favourable conditions that will nanhaeir health. The
requirements for premises and their arrangement should be the same as the requirements for the
area of the premises and its equipment that the state implements in relation to the personnel of its
own units*

The premises shall be fullgrotected from dampness, adequately heated and lighted, in
particular between dusk and lights &utlt is emphasised that men and women should be kept in
separate sleeping quarters

The basic daily food rations shall be sufficient in quantity, quality aariety to keep
prisoners of war in good health and to prevent loss of weight or the development of nutritional
deficiencies. Sufficient drinking water shall be supplied to prisoners of war. Prisoners of war shall,
as far as possible, be associated With preparation of their meals; they may be employed for that
purpose in the kitchens. Furthermore, they shall be given the means of preparing, themselves, the
additional food in their possessitn

The Detaining Power shall supply them with clothing aratviear, account being taken of
the climate. The clothing shall be supplied in necessary quantities, its timely replacement and repair
shall be provided. Prisoners that work shall receive suitable working outfits whenever the nature of
their work so require Proper sanitation and hygiene conditions shall be granted: sanitary
conveniences which conform to the rules of hygiene, and are constantly maintained in a state of
cleanliness; showers and baths shall be provided with sufficient water and soap; separater
washing their personal laundij..

Prisoners may not be prevented from presenting themselves to the medical authorities for
examination. Medical inspections of prisoners shall be made at least once a month. Such inspections
shall include, in pdicular, the checking and recording of weight of each prisoner. Their purpose
shall be, in particular, to supervise the general state of health, nutrition and cleanliness of
individuals, and to detect infectious and viral disedses

In terms of internatioal humanitarian law, civilians cannot be regarded as parties to the
conflict, provided that they do not have weapons or support any of the warring parties. Taking of
civilian hostages should be treated as a gross violation of international humanitarjam la
accordance with Article 34 of Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, 12 August 1949 However, international humanitarian law recognizes that at a
time of an armed conflict temporary detention of civilais possible for the purpose of
guaranteeing security. Nevertheless, unjustified detention is strictly prohibited



Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.
Geneva, 12 August 1949’

Article 16

The wounded anslick, as well as the infirm, and expectant mothers, shall be the object
of particular protection and respect é

Article 27

Protected persons are entitled, in all circumstances, to respect for their persons, their
honour, their family rights, their religiousonvictions and practices, and their manners and
customs. They shall at all times be humanely treated, and shall be protected especially
against all acts of violence or threats th

Article 29

The Party to the anflict in whose hands protected persons may be, is responsible for
the treatment accorded to them by its agents, irrespective of any individual responsibility
which may be incurred.

Article 31

No physical or moral coercion shall be exercised against ptete persons, in
particular to obtain information from them or from third parties.

Article 32

The High Contracting Parties specifically agree that each of them is prohibited from
taking any measure of such a character as to cause the physical suffegrtggionination
of protected persons in their hands. This prohibition applies not only to murder, torture,
corporal punishments, mutilation and medical or scientific experiments not necessitated by
the medical treatment of a protected person, but also tootmgr measures of brutality
whether applied by civilian or military agenité'

The grounds for detention must be reasonable anedisoriminatory. The parties to an
armed conflict must have a regulatory framework for the arrest of civilians. Tortureeandetof
slave labour are also prohibited; meanwhile the provision of medical care and appropriate
conditions of detention are guaranteed, which must be demanded from the enemy in relation to its
citizens. If the enemy fails to comply with these guarantdesother party has the right to appeal to
international courts in order to bring to justice either the offending State or particular individuals,
depending on the cotiit

Along with the categories of prisoners of war and civilian hostages, the ispaditafal

prisoners in the context of the events in@renea and the East of Ukraine also arose for Ukféine
International practice (in particular, the decisions of the European Court of Human Rights) allow us
to define criteria that indicate politicaérsecution of a person:

- thetrue purpose of the detention of the person by the authorities did not correspond to
the officially stated one and was conditioned, in particular, by the person's exercise of
their right to freedom of expressith

- the actions bthe authorities against the person are caused by improper réatioms
facts used against the person could not legally lead to serious criminal charges, and the
initiated case does not have a "healthy ctite"



- the circumstances of the person's casegligence of reasonable suspicions about the
motives of state bodies, the perception of the fact of detention of a person by civil
society give reason to doubt the legality of the person's imprisofithent

At the same time, the objects of persecution themselbecause of their beliefs or

belonging to a ceain group) may not always bearget of political persecution of certain persons.
Sometimes detainees/convicts may not have an articulated-pmitioal position at all. This
category of casehas become, in fact, one of the features of the current armed &dhflict

Regarding political prisoners and prisoners for political reasons, the question arises as to

whether their persecution is linked to the armed conflict in Ukraine and the ruleteimwfational
humanitarian law regarding their protection. The main task is to prove that there is a sufficient link
between the armed conflict and the situation concerning the detainees

As the detention of these people is not directly related to acistdities, they are subject to

protection as civilians, in accordance with the general principles of the 1949 Geneva Conventions,
as stipulated in Article 3, which is common to all four conventi$ndhey are also protected by
international human rights law, the provisions of which must be interpreted in the context of
international humanitarian law.

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

The specific elements of war crimes that violate IHL under the Geneva Conventions,
Protocols and customaltkiL are stipulated in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(ICC). Types of war crimes are listed in Article 8 of the Statute. They are divided into four groups
and subdivided into two groups of crimes that can be committed in internatodainon
international armed conflictg".

Article 8(2)(a) and 8(2)(b) list war crimes that may be committed exclusively in the context
of an international armed conflict. Article 8(2)(c) and Article 8(2)(e) propose a list of war crimes
committed within a no-international armed confligt".

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

In addition to international humanitarian law, persons that are irgoeernment controlled
territory are protected by the rules of the Conventionthe Protection of Human Rightsica
Fundamental Freedoms (195@\)ticle 3 of the Convention protects persons from torture, inhuman
or degrading treatmefit. The casdaw of the European Court of Human Right&CHR)
emphasises that in determining whether a form d@féthtment can be classified as torture, account
Sshould be taken of the difference between thi
treatment 0o as sti pul aawveldnt treatmeAtrtorture s ehar&cterized ms a d
having the objective for such treatment, as recognized in the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Article 1 of which defines torture as an act
by whichsevere pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person
for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession, punishing
him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspetteédving committed, or
intimidating or coercing him or a third persth Article 4 of the Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms provides that no one shall be held in slavery; no one
may be forced to perform forced or cormgnrdy labouf™. In the case Van der Mussele v. Belgium
the Court referred to the Convention Concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour, 1930 (No.29) of
the of the International Labour Organization. For the purposes of this Convention tliertsanor
compulsoy labour shall mean all work or service which is exacted from any person under the
menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself voltfiitarily

Thus, the norms of international humanitarian law contain clear and strict regnisem
concerning the treatment of prisoners and the conditions of their detention. In this regard, the
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provisions of the Geneva Conventions are closely intertwined with fundamental human rights that
protect life, health, honour and dignity of a person.

2. Main violations

If the media do not report on the detention of military personnel, this does not mean that the
number of detainees does not increase at the expense of civilians. Peadéednl atizens of
Ukraine on the territory of Donetsk and Luhardiastsdo not directly participate in combat
actions, do not have weapons and yet suffer persecutions. The main reasons of their detention are
the personal position of civilians and their support for one of the warring parties

On August 8, R2Cdbancinkt hef DNini sterso 1issue
Measures to Protect the Population from Banditry and Other Manifestations of Organized

Cri f&Adccording to this document, the AMinistr
DNRO) andttlye ofi Miimiternal Affairs of the DNRO
Aipreventively detaino | ocal r e s outl resdntsng themdch ar r

suspicionpressing chargesThe order fully correlates with the Decree of the e of the
Russian Federation No. 1226 that had the same title and was in force in Russia-199B9%%"

This Order i ntroduced a mechanism of arbitra
pretext of possible participation in organised crimeyoae can be detained and demanded to

confess. Il n addition, si nce Au-gantsolled t2rdtgry can0 1 8 ,
make decisiononpter i al detention without**Acourto orde

In "LNR" activity of state security bods is regulated by "laws" "On the Martial Law" of
April 24, 2015°V "On the Ministry of State Security" of October 8, 20%8, "Provisional
Procedure of Work of the State Security Bodies of the LNR" of January 31*201t6at give the
"Ministry of State Sectuty of the LNR" the authority to detain persons for up to 30 days, witho
presenting them a suspicipressing charges

The internal system of segfiroclaimed republics has its own law enforcement agencies
carry out prosecutiof”™ On the one hand, as "M and "LNR" are not recognized by the
international community as full subjects of international law, there can be no discussion about
recognition of law enforcement or judicial system of these entities. On the other hand, there is
virtually no possibilityto influence their actions concerning prisoners held in detention centres of
the selfproclaimed republics against whom criminal cases are opened. For such persoois, 0
the release options ispaisonerexchangé’

The legal basis for the bringing action inthe selfpr oc|l ai med ADNRO i s
Code of the Republic, which is based on the provisions of the 1960 Criminal Code of the USSR.
The situation is similar in the sgifr o c | ai m# @The dasdavRaf the European Court of
Human Rights sites that "legality” is the determination of whether "the procedure established by
|l aw" has b &eThis mdarssdhatvdetehtion must comply with established national
norms and, as the case may be, with internationallavRecognition of the legal foe of
decisions of judicial bodies of the seifoclaimed republics in relation to foreign citizens depends
on the recognition of the sovereignty of the state at the international level. Then the entity may act
as an independent subject of internatioraal,| join international organizations and accede to
international treaties. Otherwise, the decisions of the judicial bodies of theredkimed
republics regarding foreign citizens should be considered illegitimate.

According to the "laws" of selbroclaimed 'L/DNR", individuals may be detained under
administrative procedure to check their invol
is used to obtain from detainees a confession in committing a crime under their crimiffalTae
releasd hostages state that during thecatled "preventive detention” they are kept in isolation
from the outside world, in inhumane conditions, subjected to torture, including electric shock,
denied access to a lawyer; and their relatives have no infornadiirn their whereabout¥



The Monitoring conducted by the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine.
showed that administrative detention is widely used as a substitute fmiapcetention in criminal
cases™ Torture and intimidation of personstdmed in connection with the conflict usually
occurred during the administrative detention when persons were held without communication with
the outside worl d. The personnel of t he AmMin
armed groups of th selfproclaimed republics resorted to these violaticDffice of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has documented cases when detainees were beaten,
strangled, deprived of food, water, sleep or right to use the toilet, and subjectedrio stheak,
stress position, mock executions and other forms of tdMurBocumented forms of intimidation
included threats of execution, torture, and sexual violence, often against relatives of detainees, and
threats of additional "charges" for seriousnes*" OHCHR found that forced confessions
obtained during administrative detention were recorded in writing or on video, after which they
were recorded as “interrogation records” following the start of “criminal proceedings”. The
detainees signed these fwreols and did not withdraw their testimony for fear of further torture or
ill -treatment, or threats received earlférThe separatists thus gather evidence and testimony from
detainees, which is ultimately used to bring chatdernational human rightstandards prohibit
the use of administrative detention instead of-tge¢ detention as a precautionary measure in
criminal proceeding$.

In order to obtain a confession to the incriminated actions, the special services of-the self
proclaimed republicapply measures of physical and psychological violence to persons who have
been detained and suspected of collaborating with the Ukrainian authorities. For example, since
2014, the ADNRO separatists have beabDonaiski ng t
as a military base (3 Svitloho Shliakhu.SDbonetsk) and a detention centre for detainees. Around
2015 the s al | ed AMGB of t he DNRO set up a det ¢
administrative building of the former industrial enterprise étath people accused e$pionage,
terrorism, extremism, sabotage and similar charges by the separatist secret $aevitéd\

Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine documented cases when detainees were beaten,
strangled, deprived of food, water, slespright to use the toilet, and subjected to electric shock,
torture, mock executions and other forms of tofturBvidence of the use of torture, physical
force, and psychol ogi cal pressur e flsolatioma-pt i vi t
il zol yatis coastantlfPdhared by released hostages in interviews and articles for the
media, journalists, and their own memdirs.

According to the report on the human rights situation in Ukraine, November 16, 2019
February 15, 2020, by the Office of the Unitgdtions High Commissioner for Human Rights, in
most cases, At he i nvestigative actionso most|
ministry of state securityo or at the place
immediatdy threatened the detainees with violence, menaced their families if the hostages refused
to confess or cooperate with the "investigation”. Most often, after the detainees agreed to confess,
they were appointed an "investigatirand then the case was semtourt

Testimonies of victims of the conflict in the East of Ukraine also indicate cases of hostages
being involved in work of various kinds, ranging from cleaning the area, garbage removal, to
heavy repair¥.

According to the UN Human Rights Monitag Mission, in the territory controlled by the
two selfproclaimed "republics”, "criminal cases" related to the conflict were considered mainly in
closed "sittings™ The judges" justified the holding of "sittings" behind closed doors by the need
to protet "state secrets”, but such decisions were made almost automatically, without a careful
assessment of the weight of the grounds for such a decision in ea¢h case.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights stresses that "judicial”
structure of the two selproclaimed "republics” does not guarantee review of "conviction" and
"sentence" by a higher court, in violation of the right to revise the sentence guaranteed by
international human rights law. On the territory controlled by theelflaimed "republics”,

OHCHR documented systemic violations of the right to trial by an independent and impartial
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court as a result of the military jurisdiction "courts" operation. These structures temporarily
considered "criminal cases" of all personsused of serious crimes, including those related to the
conflict, in the absence of other "courts" that would have jurisdiction over such cases. OHCHR
notes that the military jurisdiction "courts" of both "republics" did not provide guarantees of fair
trial and did not meet the requirements of independence and impaftiality.

After the "pretrial investigation”, the separatists of the g@ibclaimed republics transfer
most civilians detained on "political” charges from internal departmental detentionscéntre
example, the building of the former plant "lzolyatsia" in Donetsk) to remand c&n@esditions
of detention in remand centres are unsatisfac
against the national s teeasan, tertonsm, adbotagd) im thdDoRetsk ( e s
remand centre are held in basement and-basement cells (posts 6 and 10). The cells hedd 2
people, the cell size is about 2 by 2 m; correspondence, telephone communication, visits are
prohibited X

Following the "sentences" of hostages, they are sent to serve "punishment” to the penal
col ony. For exampl e, in 2016, in order to ho
separatists converted one of the buildings of the Makiivka Colony No. 32 intaackavith
enhanced guarding measures for convicted "spies", "terrorists" and prisoners of war. The released
hostages note that the conditions in the barracks are unsatisfactory. In one room 15 (as of summer
2018) to 50 prisoners (as of autumn 2019) ard,hehich is not designed for such a large number
of people. The barrack is fenced with a concrete and metal fefiece bigh; there is a net on top;
the barracks are twstoreyed, measuring approximately 7 m by 7 m. Telephone communication is
permitted inthe presence of colony staff and prisonrs.
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3. "lzolyatsia" prison in the testimony of former prisoners

s ' 1
The Plant of Insulating Materials in Donetsk is used as "lzolyatsia" pretrial detention centre, 3
Svitloho Shliakhu Str., Donetsk, sourcehttps://t.me/traktorist dn

1.1 Plant of Insulating Materials in Donetsk - pre-trial detention centre "lzolyatsia",
general data

Address: 3, Svitbho Shliakhu Street, Donetsk, Donetsk oblast, the Donbas territory not
controlled by Ukraine.

Victim Cl: nAnThe company where | worked was
materials plant in Donetsk (3 Svitloho Shlyakhu Str., Budionivdigirict, Donetsk, near the spoil
tip, the plant area is about 1 km by 1 km).

The factory buildings were built in the middle of the"2@ntury. with antnuclear protection
systemi’ strong thick walls, large basements. The plant had been producindingsutaterials for
electrical equipment for several decadgmlyfoam, glass wool, etc. There were 4 workshops with
the top equipment for that time. The plant has not worked since the-2000s. Under the
Ukrainian government, buildings were rented dNsmely, part of the plant was occupied by the
"Izolyatsia" cultural space where exhibitions, performances etc. were held.
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1

The Plant of Insulatiﬁg Materials in Donetsk used to function as an art sace. Source:
fotofact.net

Victim Cl: i Attiotityewas dstabéishe v Ronetsk, | started hearing screams from
the plant. They were often screams seemingly of pain, fear, despair. Our company was located just
across the street from the plant (73 Livoberezhna Street, Donetsk). It was hard to seasvhat
happening on the territory of the plant, since there was a solid high fence. It was known that with
the beginning of the conflict, the territory

militants of one of t he Liagib Mmica militara hserwas setrup 2 0 1
there. o
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The Plant of Insulating Materials in Donetsk is used as "lzolyatsia" pretrial detention centre, 3
Svitloho Shliakhu Str., Donetsk, sourcehttps://t.me/traktorist d n

Victim Cl1: AAround 2015, the territory of t
Security of t hiefi NDONRROo f( hteree ihMR&.erTher e was a
were being held on the territory of the former plant. tidigon, | received information that

prisoners were tortured in the basement on th
(insulation materials plant) at the end of May 2016, and | was detained on November 12, 2016. In
fact, Iwas arrestt f or taking a photo of a fsubbotnik?o

h e
[

company to clean up the surrounding area, and
room for ' 3 !
wkipama  CCTV L stuff / cell no.8 WOomen's | boiler
LijonIom o0m ux tumbler | belongings cell no.7
Q.M.- — ==l —— — — —
corridor I] walking
area
1 = - e cnn
cell no.5 I_
Cash workshop | _s== %
desk no.2 no.3 A i 1
no.1 ¢l - IJ 1T

Al z ol y ¢ayostiraendhe memories of prisoners
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3.1 The moment of detention

Victim C12: Al was coming home from wor k. On
by four men dressed in plain clothes. | was handcuffed. | did not understand what was going on.
They pushd me into a car. They said | was to face 15 years in prison. They threatened that my
child would be sent to be raised in an orphanage. Corifes®y said. | had no idea what they
wanted me to confess to. | didn't understand what it was about, whatiwaisgo on . 0

Victim Cl14 Aln the street, near the hotel en
They had handguns, assault rifles, knives and magazines for Kalashnikov rifles. The military men
were wearing masks and military uniforms. One of tlasiked for my documents, | presented them

my passport of the citizen of Ukrainde a s k ed : AAre you a citizen
am a citizen of Ukraine. o He replied: "Wait.
in about five mmutes, 5 more men in military uniform approached me without introducing
themselves. They wore spotted camo uniforms and masks, one of them had a machine gun and
weapons: two handguns and a knife. The rest had assault rifles as well as handguns andsmagazine
for them. They had the ADNRO chevron insigni e
part in my detention, then in the street near the hotel a car drove up to me from beliibdnd@

masked people in military uniforms with assault rifles eamt, yelled at me to lie face down on

the ground and to put my hands behind my head, which | did. Afterwards, they searched me and
told me to stand up. When | started to get up, | was hit in the head (back of the head) with a
wooden butt, and | lost cocisusness .

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C10: | was at home, the whole family were watching TV (me, my wife and daughter),
suddenly my wife noticed that someone was walking around the yard with a flashligfas(it

15



visible through the curtains). I got dressed to see who it was, went out into the corridor, as soon as |
came to the door, someone knocked, | asked who was there, they answered that they were the
police. | told them to come back in the morning, butythaid that if | didn't open the door, they

would break it down. Then | realised that they came for a reason, they came for me. | thought they
would take me anyway. And if they broke down the door, then my wife and child would be left
without a house dooand | decided to open it

|

< S
{| il
| it

\\\\\\

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C10: AAbout eight masked people in carm
and immediately spread around the rooms. Some wore bulletprosfwigststripe insignia that |
couldndét make out at first. Then, while in ca
ADNR Ministry of State Securityo. Their hea
(formerly an institute), where thetpke people for interrogation and where their administrative

of ficials work.o

Victim C 7 : il was detained at wor k, it was Wedne:
Donetsk Academy of Automobile Transport, where two men in military uniforms alezady
sitting, they didnodt introduce them to me. i

however differed from the military camouflage. They hadnsigniaor shoulder straps. The head

of the academy said that those people had some questiores 1 thought that the questions could

be related to the work of the admissions committee and admission to our university. I, along with
the aforementioned men in uniforms, left the head office and they invited me to a separate room (a
classroom) .
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Author of graphlc |Ilustrat|on former prlsoner Serhii Zakharov

Victim C7: AThey c¢l aimed that they knew what
these men made me go to my office. Inmediately they demanded that | name all my passwords for
access to online pages, Internet correspondence, Internet addressdls, &heir demands were
accompanied by moral pressure on me and threats of physical violence if | refused to comply.
Besides those two men, an investigator from the DNR MinistryateSecurity was present in the

office along with witnesses (two young women from Donetsk Law Academy unfamiliar to me), and
about 56 i MGB o f toffieers DdRiMg an information technology specialist. They were
dressed in plain clothes. Icouldse&1 handguns in open hol sters on

Victim C9: Al was detained right next to the
knocked me off my feet by kicking me, and after | fell down, they immediately pulled my arms
behind my back red handcuffed me. At the moment of the fall, | hit my nose on the asphalt and
skinned it, causing the wound to bleed. They shouted at me not to raise my head, and | was hit
several times in the back. The people who detained me did not introduce thenmsaiweway and

said nothing about which body of power they represented. (..) They immediately put a dark plastic
bag on my head, which was wrapped in Scotch tape around my head, making it difficult for me to
breat heo.
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Author of graphic illustration: form er prisorier, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C14: Al woke wup in the car in hellish
who ran out of the car and detain me before. | lay on the floor of the car, they leaned over me and
kicked me, hit me eton the face, legs, arms, ribs, head, abdomen. | could not see their faces,

because they wore masks, | covered my face with my hands. | don't know how long the car ride
was, because | was unconscious for a while, and theninacsermis ci ous st ate. 0
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3.2 Prisoners held in "lzolyatsia"
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C3: ADi fferent pdkraniae citiveasrliveng dnethe derritorg d |, S
of the ADNRO, who did not hide their politic
services of Ukraine, reported, did some tasks; also, there were locals who were detained for ransom
or other benefits (property, business, etc.). There wepethbse who cooperated or worked with

t he @ DMNiRi& men, government officials. Some of them may have cooperated with the
Ukrainian authorities, some may have done something to displease the militants. All detainees
were charged with treason, espigaaterrorism or sabotage.

Victim C5: AUkrainians are not the only ones
who were blamed for something. They can even be kept together. Yes, it was a thing. Someone did
somet hi ng not tsomeane lgllédssoneoné& themeglt ishakim te a military base, not
specifically for Ukrainian spies or Ukrainian saboteuisis also for their military. About the guy

who was beaten: APal ych, Il "' m not T Qlstppttefingo f an
tal es! .. 0 Dirty curses, and the beating resu
bl ow, because there was such a sound (!), [
bar k! o
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The plant of insulating materials in Donetsk is used as "lzolyatsia" pretrial detention centre, 3
Svitloho Shliakhu Str., Donetsk 2016 register containing
https://t.me/traktorist_dn
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3.3 Tortue on the territory of "lzolyatsia”, testimony of victims

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C1 Aln the basement of Al zolyatsi ao,
removed my handcuffs and strggbme naked. Initially, the plastic bag was not removed from my
head. Additionally, the bag was rewound wrapped with scotch tape to make it harder for me to
breathe. | don't remember well what happened next, because | was in a state of shock, | lost
conscousness several times. | can't state the exact number of people in the basement, and they
could go in and out during the day when | was
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Victim C2 il and ot her prsomeone avasdortuwced, mrsdtwa Inetrd y
someone screaing. It went on all the time. And at any moment a drunken employee could come in

at night and start beating us just for his own amusement. There were a few people out there who
|l i ked doing it.o

Victim Cl2 ndl heard women anttle setend flobreWamgn'st o r n
screams, moans and cries were heard. A woman was brought to our cell twice, then another one.
They were severely beaten. There was no spot unharmed on them. One woman spent a day in our
cell. We helped her. This woman could naee lie on her back. She was lying on her stomach.

She had diabetes and a bunch of diseases. She was 48 years old. She was very intimidated and
scared. She asked not to talk to her. She was afraid that by talking to her, we were putting ourselves
in danger She was taken away afterwaris.

The plant of insulating materials in Donetsk is used as "lzolyatsia" prdrial detention centre, 3
Svitloho Shliakhu Str., Donetsk source: https://t.me/traktorist_dn The photo shows a military field
telephoneTAP-1M which is used for electric shock torture.

Victim C1: il was placed on a metal table and
was tortured with electric dhacky. fThed-sbbek
1 M® metal termina were fixed on different parts of my body: limbs, fingers and toes, head, ears,
genitals, etc. They turned the dynamo machine and the electric voltage was regulated. The electric
shocks lasted from a few seconds to several minutes. At this point, thentailivere asking

guestions. The questions were strange. The f
they wanted me to confess to killing fAMotorol
the ADNR People's bdi hiSpaadaotbattabhiden, oWwho h
2016 in the entrance hal/l of his house in Don
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Victim C1: Al fainted sever al ti mes. Coming t
death. In order to bring me to consciousness, iitants stuffed my nostrils with cotton wool

soaked in ammonia. Therefore, in addition to the effects of electric shock, | had burns of the nasal
cavity and respiratory organs from ammonia. | could not breathe through my nose for several
mont hs. o

Victim C1: Aln addition to the Atapi ko, another
which they injected into my carotid artery and turned on the current. And it seemed to be going
through my heart. My lungs swelled up and | couldn't breathas$ed out. The catheter was also
inserted into the anus and the electric current was passed into the rectum. A stun gun or prod was
also used as a tool for executions. They pressed it to different parts of the body and gave me
el ectric shocks. o

Victim C1: il was all owed to get off the table. Af
severe pain. The blows were inflicted by two militants standing next to me. As a result, it turned out
that | had two ribs broken. Overcoming the pain, | gossigd, and the militants took me to a cell,
moving me from the basement to the room where the detainees were being held. | had a plastic bag
on my head and | was in very poor condition, so | do not remember all the details. Later, during my
captivity, | wasable to recognise and identify those who tortured me in the basement, they were
from Voronezh, Russian Federation. o

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner Serhii Zakharov

Victim Cl: Aln Al zol yat-sahkhDbe dafewmimthebasementt t h
1 by 1.5 m, with a minimum of comfort, where one can only stand oshakt, for example, when
your knees push against the wal/l. I n the dAgl a
Victim C1: A T h e been cbnicernadhthatstheynead gorte #0v far with me and that |
might die. | had a bad heart, and nine hours of torture just don't go away, even for a healthy person.
That's why | was taken to a regular cef
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AStretcho pio s i tsouen https://theinsru/obshestvo/1145267?fbclid=IwAR1X4
PT5xjscYFOfwCJ93iPM1eNOcuCMmcT2ReoF1c5Us8wpbVo09dtY

Victim C1: itc awd se dp Uits tirre t & h ® ekmwnsin lawi eaforcememnth i s
agencies form of torture andr efberariend ntgo caosn ffes
arms were lifted up to the pipe, which was mounted to the wall above the height of a man, my legs
spread to the left and right. | was standing in this position for three days. | was not allowed to eat,
drink or urinate/defecat Convoys andi MGB o f tnfilimntskduR @nter the cell and beat

me and kick me. When | fell down exhausted, | was raised and put in a position again. Other
det ainees were forbidden from helping or comm

Victim C1l: sadonssidusness andigettdeliriolsol already saw my wife before my eyes
and yell ed: Al |l ove you. o | endured two nigh
confess to whatever they wanted. O

Victim C1: Al  was f or chead attalbtimest veas ahly allowechto wse b a g
the toilet but not sit down. My ribs were broken, | was walking like an orangutan.

Torture lasted for about-2 months- until the midwinter of 20162017. | would be taken to the
basement, | had a bag on myatdewas handcuffed. There | was undressed, put on a table, tied up
and tortured with electric shock. They tortu
current. A catheter was inserted into my anus and a current was passed was dor icl a s
them. | was brought to a state of clinical death, then resuscitated. When | was dragged to the cell,
half-dead, my legs were skinned, my bones were bruised (knee caps, heels), and for the militants it
was an additional met hod of execution. o
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Victim C2ADuring all this ti me, I counted five freé
ribs were broken from the bl ow. 0

Victim C2 AAn fAl zolyatsiaodo militant approache
pulled one of my arms behind my back,the police do, and took me somewhere. | was led down

into some underground premise, a basement, and sat on a chair. | realised that there was going to be
some kind of torture and so | started to get nervous, to breathe very deeply, it was purely an
instin c t ; militants from Al zol yatsiao took off m
tape, tied me to a chair with a back so that | could neither get up nor twitch, in aiiyl eeseheld

down by the shoulders and arms. Next, since | had thermagd could not see, but could feel that

some metal wires fastened to my toes. As he began asking questions, they started passing electric
current through the wires that were fastened to my toes. | started to get hit with the electric shock.
During interpgation the militant would ask me questions, the electric shock stopped, | would
answer, then they would start shocking me again. This probably lasted-1&r mhihutes. When

they heard the answers to all their questions, they handed me my socks, helpatlanemy

slippers, untied my legs, which had been tied to a chair so that | could not move them, removed
everything from me, all the tape, and brought

§ b AP
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Author of graphic illustration: former ﬁrisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C3:iEver yone whlzolyatgas Wwad daliwayis aware that
any moment, one of the militants would come in and a beating could begin. We had to quickly turn
to face the wall, put the bag/plastic bag on the head and put our hdmd ber backs in time
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while the door to the cell was opening. Everyone was afraid of it. Militants would come constantly
to train on prisoners, that iIis they beat wus.

Victim C4: fe At fiftiaps tk 0t { ey etc & TAP-TM fisldvpland), usedit t ur e
3 or 4 times, but decided against continuing because | lost consciousness too quickly. Then they
attached my legs, arms and genitals to the electrodes. And | lost consciousness againute,

maybe even less. So, they decided to switch to the good old methods: they beat me witBa PFP
rubber stick, a butt, a handgun. Of the total time spent there, interrogations and beatings probably
took about 40% of the time. OO

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C10: AEveryone knew where to hit, beca
example, my thigh was completely black and blue, then it went away. | had no fractures. Several
timesafter severe beatings | fainted, then militants would bring ammonia to my nose. | said | would

sign whatever they wanted, just for the tortu
Victim C1: ADuring interrogations in the bas
militants openly threatened me, saying that they would take me to the battalion of the late
iMot orwdlalobed fASpartao, militants of which wer
AnMGBO people threatened me t h ageédbymmen Moreovehthed t a |
officers of theh MGB of d hwamMiNRd t o accuse me of Kkillin

t he wrath of ASpartao, they said that the mi
killer, and would do whatever they waott me . 0
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Victim C1l: AMy | egs were swollen, they were ¢«
them, my tendons were bare, there were just pieces of meat. After the torture in the basement, they
dragged me on the ground, | physically could nalikvon my own, and the militants did not want to
carry meo.

Victim Cl4: AWhil e suffocating me, the milita
not confess, they would make it worse. After a few minutes, | began to wheeze and suffogate. The
stopped strangling me. They lowered my pants and briefs to my knees. They splashed my face with
cold water from the basin and began pouring water all over my body, from head to toe. They
attached metal clamps or staples to the foreskin of my penis setdraclimbs (toes and fingers),

hands. They also connected a metal wire to my temples. And then they began passing electric
discharges through. | did not know, could not see what they were torturing me with, what device.
Discharges were passed severale8ml don't remember how long it was going on, because the
pain was hellish, | was out of my mind. At the same time, they asked me who | was, who | worked
for, and what my call sign was. | held it for32minutes and then | would lose consciousness. At
times, someone brought ammonia to my face, then | regained consciousness and the torture
continued. Torture felt like an eternity, | don't know how much time had passed.

When they finished torturing me on the table, they completely removed my pants. | wadylef

in my underwear. | was lifted up and put on an iron chair. My legs were taped to the legs of the
chair, my arms were pulled back behind the back of the chair and taped as well. They attached
wires to one of my ears, penis and scrotum. The otheroéitde wires was inserted into the
electric socket. The discharge lasted for two or three seconds. Then they repeated it again and
again and it was like that about three or four times. Then they detached the terminals from my
genitals and attached to myhet ear and in the same way the other end of the wire was inserted
into the socket. At some point, | completely passed out. | came to my senses from the sharp smell
of ammonia when someone stuck cotton wool with ammonia in my nostrils. | found out it was a

doctor from fAl zol y-&tosi ad.daly, hehad 6bi mneaygh f
tomorrow. 0O
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3.4 Threats, psychological torture and harassment of prisoners' families

1

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C7: AMy wife was interrogated at the s
violence was not used against her, but they put a lot of mental pressure on her. She thas told

she would never see her children, that she would never see me, that she would rot in prison and that
a horrific future awaited her. o

Victim C4: Aln addition, they put ment al pres
would be thrown ingil next to me and friends too, that they would confiscate my property, there
were threats towards my thgni r | f r i end: Awe wi | | bring your L
watch or she will get the fAtapiko.

Victim C1: i Besi de sardp togstntly tarmented us entally. &qr exantple, g u
they forced us to sing the ADNR anthemd and t
compete with each other in choral singing. The militants promised three cans of condensed milk for
thewinn ng cel | . We were forced to sing from nin
forced us to beat each otleer.

Victim C1: fBesi des, obscene | ang

ag
They call ed us Nk sy, Aialcopy&,0, N At

= @

, th
t o
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Victim C3: The ADNRO people made us go to dApr
and then they would themselves forcefully disperse us. It was a way to intimidate and scare off the

locals, whileal so beating us. Zakharchenkods body guc
were extremely strong, one could hear crackin
Victim C1: AMIi |l itants started threatening me

tortureof my wife, for instance they said that they would gouge her eyes out. | realised that they are
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really capable of doing it. Since | could not let it happen, | decided to confess to anything that they

charged me with. The militants told me the followinggwd f or wor d: Ayou do
are, we already decided to break you. But vyou
them here. The daughter we wil/l rape and goug
Victim C3: fal so asltanstameas &a adnsequenees Isstillr seffexien

somebody is taking to me in a high tone of vo
Victim C10: AMy physical and emotional state

genuinelythought that | would not live to see 2018. Every time the cell door opened, my heart
would start hurting it was out of my control. Every time | thought that the operatives came for me
and that they would take me tocaomti MmM&EBt @ft ah

3.5 Mock executions by firing squad

7
H

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakha

Victim C1l1: AWhil e being held i n #fAdonzApartyfrarh si ao

functioning as a secret department al detentio
il zol yatsiado was also used as a military basc¢
own special forces. They participated in datamg s pi es, saboteurs on
di spersing protesters, performing special tas

came in handy for these trainings. For instance, they would beat us, imitating arrest of criminals,
stagedidi sper sal o fi they evoulnl taketus ta thd yard is large groups, placed us, as

if we are walking in a protest to support Ukraine; and then they would attack us with batons,
pushing us to the ground and beat us down on the asptiady werepracticing what to do with
protesters in order to get the message across that protesting is forbidden. It took us over three days
to get over those trainings. Then, as a different training, they would throw grenades under our
windows, imitated shootingarund us. 0

Victim C10: ASometi mes ASporti ki o ( milunitofant s)
theAh MGB of the DNRO) , about ten peopl e, aind th
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they forced everyone to the ground and start bgatis, then they acted as if they led us to a
shooting. When it happened for the first time, | thought it was really a seizure assault and ran out
just in my slippers barefoot in winter. | thought they were taking us to be shot by firing squad. They

tookss to the spoil tip on fAlzolyatsiao territol
didndédt. There were about ten militants. We we
urged us on and threatened us. There were abo
Victim C1: AThey did not aim to shoot wus, b uf

sides or with blanks, still, it was terrifying, as there was no guarantee that someone from special
forces wouldndét shoot usissamd shoat usppypacadend Durilgank e  a
captivity, | learned that the special forces of théMGB of @ hkeadNRhe order
detainees in case the military base on the i
imitated the shootings.

| =

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov
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3.6 Prisoners' testimonies of killings
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C1 There vere also hostages who were killed during torture or beatings. In spring, corpse
s mel | could be felt from the water on the ter
the unbearable torture and beatings. o

Victim Cl AWhen hedBalhgchiozowgaltdi aéep boasti
night. He would threaten: ADo you want to be
hostages. 0

Victim C1: AVi kt or a former police of fandcer ,

ill -treatment in captivity. At one time (the 1990s) he was the deputy head of Donetsialpre
detention centre. Then he became the director of one of the hotels in Donetsk. Once the Russian
military stayed in his hotel and did not pay. He recordheir tcontact details as debtors. Then, he

was accused of spying, collecting data on the Russian military, that is, of espionage. He was
detained byth&d MGB of a hef fDINRer s, pl aced i n the il zol
with electric shockthen beat him, forced him to stand for days, and due to his age it was difficult
for him. As a result of torture, his retina separated, he lost hisighe his heart problems
worsened, and he had varicose veins from constant standing, torture ang. afigidtealth was
deteriorating, but no medical <care was-r@rovid
detention centre in Donetsk to receive treatment. But, after some time he died and the
circumstances remain unknown. It is known that&t or was buri ed by AMGB
in a zinc coffin, wit hMGB 9o wimdpnBHeRanedohisd y .
wi fe, his grandson in order to obtain confess
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Victim C1: Ome mifl itha fMENR wa ©Oleksando Mygkolaioviyoh ki |

Koziura, call sign ADubodo (AOCako), he served i
the brightest crayon in the box, as they sa\
instinct of selfpreservation; he had a family and was born in the small town Ocheretyno of

Donetsk region (territory controlled by Ukra

Mi ni ster of Defenceo Kononov awarne decidedtm a f
transfer to another unit. He was ordered to return the apartment, but he refused. He was then
det ai ne MGBooythetDN® @ f f i cers, placed in Al zol yat s
detainees. During one of the executions at nigl# spleen ruptured. He died by morning. The
caseinthéi MGB of twae DiNRiG they drote tpabhe attempted an escape and was
killed while trying to escape.

Vi ct i mlsoCduring my stayii | z o | naarlsNowember 2016, | heardaund from the
corridor where the militia man was being beaten. This militiaman was responsible for some
property and it disappeared. | heard other militiamen demanding confession from the latter, beating
him very badly, as evidenced by the sounds of hgatand the screams of the beaten man. After
the beating, the man was taken to our cell no. 3 and they told us to watch him so that nothing would
happen to him. The militiaman was about 40 years old, of slim built. When he was brought in, he
was shaking. fien other militiamen gave him a paper and ordered him to write a confession. | do
not remember the call sign of this victim. After he wrote something, he was taken out into the
corridor again and they continued to beat him very hard. Then we heard thersation of the

militia that the person who had been beaten was not breathing, that his heart had stopped.

There was another young man who shouted behind the door to other militants that they had killed
him. | know that a doctor was called to him, who mamced the said militiaman dead. There was
also talk of militants about what to do with the deceased, how to present his death. | have never
seen the militant who was beaten, | do not kn

Victim Cl: AAmong t hewhdwer hoadptaised forla éongdimewtben theyt h o
di sappeared. Some died as a consequence of be
people and guards during interrogation and abuse, miscalculating the force, some detainees were
released when éhpeople gave them what they needed. There were many people whom we did not
know. They were held separately from us in the basement, with bags on their heads, and we were
made to bring them food. Then these nptkmowp!| e d
where to, the new ones appeared and so on. o0
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3.7 Forced labour

]

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C3: Prisoner s owere éngaged linyfacedslabaud We wonkedl u d
from morning till night. Almost every day. The work was physically hard, especially after torture.
The work involved repairing equipment, construction work, loading and unloading of ammunition,
carrying sacks, buding materials, etc., we cut with metal, made bricks, cleaned the yard, sweeping,
that is, we worked as handymen. We did any type of work you can think of, anything available.
They did not brief us on labour safety measures and did not give us any megmotedion or
protective clothing- gloves, gowns, shields. Moreover, in the process of work they urged us to
hurry up and beat us wi t h sticks,

Victim C4: AWhen the prisoners were tankised t o
himself by punching everyone on the shoulder, and the blow was strong. The tasks were various: to
sweep the territory of the plant, to clean the neighbouring buildings, starting from garbage and
ending with laboratory chemicals and equipment, tovensome heavy objects, furniture. There
were a lot of chemicals on the territory. Once, while cleaning, a jar with hydrochloric acid got
broken, and | didn't have any special clothes or at least gloves. | constantly felt in danger and was
afraid of gettine c he mi c al burno.
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The work was carried out under the supervision of armed guards, who shot us underfoot or
overhead for fun, or at rats running by. | know of a case where a prisoner was accidentally shot
when he was just brought in, they were reloadimgaa pon t o scare him. o

Check- - Place of storage of === C-------------
Garage (stalls) | Gate | point | Buiding where ammunition and 1 10 the basement of s j‘r N
| prisoners were held weapons Vo building a former bomb | |
N | F===" o shelter was bein | |
L \ I 1L dsmantied into metal scrap || |
| e |
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e
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___________________ | : place \ | }
r | 1 1 i
| | ! ! |
L H I | |
___________________ | Place of collection and cleaning of bricks : : |
Lo ! ! |
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: : of bricks 1 1 }
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I i | | i
| | | | Lod
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| |
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o
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|
O |
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recollections.

Victim C10 AThere was a huge ammunition depot
Nobody followed the safety procedsr of handling explosive devices. We were afraid that if this

ammunition depot exploded, there would be not
were forced to unload and |l oad ammunition ont
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3.8 Conditions of detention

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim 5 Alt's very, very bright there, I i ke
extremely bright. Theyiddn't turn it off at night either. o

Victim C7 AThere were days when we were- not
called toilet torture). It was allowed to go number one, but there was nowhere to go number two. It
greatly affected the woréf the intestines, | didn't even want to eat, because | couldn't use the toilet
after that. o

Victim C3: During my entire stay imi | z o | ,ylaMass held @n various cells, including the
basement.
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Basement. The plant of insulating materials in Donetsk igsed as "Izolyatsia" pre-trial detention
centre, 3 Svitloho Shliakhu Str., Donetsk, sourcenttps://t.me/traktorist dn

Victim C3: AThe cells were | arge and sunad | . T
m by 4 m. Large cells are about 5 m by 5 m, 5 m by 7 m. The large ones contained up to 15 people.
In a large cell, such as no. 5, where | was held for a while, there were-bainksided twetiered

rack with a net, like in prison. The cells haghliingi lamps and windows, but the windows were
painted white so that you could not see what was happening outside. The windows could be
opened, ventilated. Smoking was not allowed in the cells. When someone new was brought,
everyone wanted to look, andade holes in the wallpaper on the wall, for which they then were
punished by the guards, we were beaten. That is, the militants closed everything, sealed it so that
we could not see anything. When the door was opened, the person in the cell had taugedyp g

turn away from the door and hold his hands behind him. One could only turn around when ordered
to do so.

There was also a small cell called a "luxt' had cushions from the chairs just scattered around and
one had to sleep on them. o

Vi ct i nThe@3vas afispecial attractidnsitting cameras with very low ceilings, making it
impossible to get up. One could only crawl on the knees. The small windows, located at ground

l evel, did not Il et in any light, the only sou
Victim C3: AThe souvenir that has stayed with
eyesight. Bright light causes pain, and without it | see very little. All the cells were cold, damp,
musty, mouldy.and just squalido
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Author of graphic illustra tion: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C3: AThe onl vy equi pment and -toilete con
unfortunately, constantly overcrowded and unbearably smelly. In the old Soviet way, the guards
also organised exhaust poisoning bgening the windows in our cells and leaving military
equipment with working engines under them. | was locked up in one of these makeshift gas
chambers in the fall of 2016. 0

Victim C3: AThere were no toilets, realavethtoasi n
collect water in a bottle only in the morning and in the evening, when we relieved ourselves. We
had one or two minutes for this, sometimes even less.

During the day, we could only relieve ourselves in a bottle in the corner of the roorellThas

dirty and smelly all the time, they kept us in such inhumane conditions. There was a toilet and two
sinks in the corridor. Their use was constant
so that we relieved ourselves as fast as ptessAnd as soon as the guards noticed that someone
was washing up or washing their hands, they immediately started shouting, threatening and forcing
us back to the cedl
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Working cell where the works took place, according to the prisoners' recldctions

Victim C11: "When entering the cell, | removed the package from my head, and when | left, |
would put it on, following instructions from the chie®

Victim C10: AAt first, during the firsthadmont |
wooden bunks, some rags, whitainted windows overlooking the factory courtyard, a toilet and a

sink, it was a mediursized cell, cold and stuffy. After the torture, my cellmates brought me to
consciousness, | was in a very bad condition, so | didceraember any details. A month later,

when | received a little treatment, | was transferred to cell No. 8. It was a cell for 23 people, 36
sqguare meters. o
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Cell no. 8, according to prisonersd recollections
Victi mh&dwasa ©Hoil et in the cell, enclosed in p
was made by the prisoners themselves during 2017, at first everyone used a bottled for the toilet
purposes. There was no toilet i nal 206lieer s§ubre o | y a

barrel from the bidoilet (the roof of the toilet was cut off and the barrel remained), then the
prisoners were made to take it out of the basement and pour it into the sewer pit. Many people had
to endure the basement, | did not.

There was almost no daylight in the cells. The windows were painted or covered with something so
that we could not see anyone. 0

Victim C10: AFor si x months | sl ept dressed
blood, | put a blanket over it and slept it. We simply did not have bed linen. We wore what we
managed to take from home or what we were wearing during the deteition

39



3.9 Medical care

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C1: ANO pwaospepr onveiddiecdalt oc ad et ai-cakeed s i n
Afdoctoro or Aphysiciando in Al zolyatsiao acte
during the electric shock torture of a detainee, and when the tortured man lost consciousness, he
would let him sniff ammonia, pushing cotton wool directly into his nostrils, so that his nasopharynx
burned. The doctor also took the blood pressure in order to guide the militants how much current
and for how long the person could withstand. The function ofcatdo r in Al zol yat
performed by any of the militants by putting on a maskot much knowledge or intelligence is
needed to take the blood pressure or to give
Victim C2: A | know for surRodd,atalasomitlddkarparc
He always participated in torture in order to understand the physical condition of a person. If a
person had lost consciousness from torture, he always had a swab with ammonia, he kept an eye on
the man to prevent theshrt from stopping and so on. And always, if something happened, he got
involved to carry out some medi cal procedures
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Vi cti m Celuly 26817, nmyheelthd began to deteriorate sharply. | lost almost half of my
weight. | got varicose veins from hard labour. Despite my condition, | was forced to continue
working. | was constantly halinconscious. As it was later established by doctors, | have anaemia.
No medi cal care was provided, despite the com

Victim C1: No one pr ovi de.dherdetankes suffeded andhleir ovm r e
from the pain after torture and beatings. Thus, rotten pieces of meat were cut off from my legs by
Viktor Holomaziuk, who was also in dire need of medical care. In critical condition, he was sent
from the Al zol ydriblgetemtion centre t® @aeieet nwedical gareethere. He died

Y

shortly after that.o

Victim C1: AAmMmong tmee theao el evaveh altl ergtedrl egd a i c
any treatment and participated in the torture himself. He only took the blood pressure and told them
how my heart was working so that they could stop in time, not let me die and to prolong the abuse. |
was not allowed to die, but | was brought to such a state that | begged them to shoot me, because |
could not stand it anymore. o
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

3.10 Nutrition

Victim C10: A We wer a ddy.eSometireo lass. Thete wasea kitchemat s
il z ol yaaybusg ned and a young woman, also prisoners, worked there, and they delivered
food to us through the window. One piece of bread was given for lunch and dinner. They also gave
us rice, buckwhegporridge, pearl barley, but very poorly cooked. Then the buckwheat porridge
was gone, there was only pearl barley. The expired food helped a lot, it was in one of the plant
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storages, when we worked, we went there, and sorted through these products. efeey w
confiscated from stores, for example there was herring, which expired in 2014. There was a very
bad smell, but we still washed and ate this food. Rice and stew were the most common in our diet
(one jar for about 40 people). o

Victim C1: i B pdsa the eare spackages ®rdus, but they seldom reached the
il z ol yaad ilstheg were foods, they arrived spoiled, part of the parcel was looted by the
ADNRO militants. Out of five, I received one
guards purposefully showed me the parcel, which was handed over by my relatives, and said that |
woul d not receive it because | was a ASBU | ou

3..11. Contact with the outside world

Victim ClAl @dVvil gverd lsmmnédo This is a secret pnisand no one was allowed
there. Telephone communication was also prohibited. The detainees did not have a telephone and
could not wuse ito.

Victim C3: ilAZldlepmdksnicatself. On the territory of the plant, we were in
complete isolation fnm the outside world. Nobody knew where we were or what was going on
with us. It seemed as if a person ceased to exi%tlinz o | yFaw pgdpla know about the secret
AMGB of the DNRO prison. Rel ati ves wewormernot
il z ol ylart. dNbo aulsiders were allowed on the territory. There were no meetings with
relatives. The AMGB of the DNRO officers som
prisoners in the building of their ministry. In this case, theglaeached the prisoner in a few days

or weeks, and it was often spoiled or | ooted

Tel ephone communication was out of the quest:i
DNRO officers confi scat esbnakdocements, monaeyganduivpluables. t e
Nobody allowed to call relativesim|l zol yaTkéem® was no fielelyang al 0
was intimidated, it was i mpossible to pass so
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3.12.Video recording
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, erhii Zakharov

Victim C1l1: Aln the cells where we were held
cameras), with a sound recording function. The militants could seeeamdeterything that was

going on in our cells. They forbade talking, we could only speak in whispers. If someone didn't
obey it, they would come in and beat them. oo

Victim C1: AOnce | told the cell mat eherlatdh at i
through the window, later she will learn and will come constantly. There is nothing criminal in this.
The guards heard about it and beat me, they hit me on the head the most. Then half of the head was
black and blue 0

Victim 5: i Wehis moent, where thdceewere alldhese TVs, monitors, and every cell
was visible. And one person sat there and watched every cell, what was going on there, every man.
Everything was clearly visible, absolutely. The cameras were placed in the corners.dhigd o

trim our nail s, for instance, we went under |
allowed to trim our nails, there is a ban on everything. The toilet was so high. The toilet is standing,
and then there is kind of a plywood, but hah. The camera was placed so that one can be seen
using the toilet. So, the girls would take long towels and spread them in front of them so that they
could not be seen from the camera. That's how
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3.13. Other places of torture of "lzolyatsia" prisoners

Prisoners held in "lzolyatsia" were also sometimes transported t@ther location for torture
and interrogation, usually to the headquarters of the Ministry of State Security (MGB).

s
[T TH
[

The socalled Ministry of State Security, Source: Internet
Address: 26 Tarasa Shevchenka Blvd., Donetsk, Donetsk oblast, territories not controlled by
Ukraine
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C8: diwene takey fortquestieningy we signed a paper stating that no physical
violence had been used against us on the Al zo

Victim C2: AWhen | was brought to the AMGB c
Donetsk, two or three timeduring interrogations physical violence was used against me by the
AMGB of the DNRO employees in the form of pu

fists), after one of these beatings | felt that my rib was broken. They also hit me on thé th&ck o
head, on the shoulders, in those places so that minimal damage was visible, no hematomas or any
bruises could be seén

Victim C13: il was taken to the MGB building
cooperation with the Ukrainian setiervices. They demanded that | confess to cooperating with

the Ukrainian secret services, asking the sat
you and when? Your handlerds name? What's you

After 2 or 3 attempts, they said that the computer was recording the wrong answer to the question
about receiving/not receiving tasks from the secret services, so other people would talk to me. (..)
t hat another MGB officer, fowhmo afragu ghtet, famrd tih &
what and how you tel/l him whether you wil/ [ i
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Author of graphic iIIustration: fo.rmerprisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Victim C1l4: AOnce | was severefiMGB eal eRid € n t
Donetsk. | was all depressed, in despair, | could no longer bear all these humiliations. Then they
knocked me down from a chair to the floor and
my pants, took a rubber truncheon (P® and triedo shove it into my anus. They could not do it
completely and they stepped aside. | lay completely depressed and humiliated. At this time, | was
overwhelmed by unconscious aggression and some strength appeared from somewhere. | was in
handcuffs, but | goup, quickly grabbed a chair next to me and swung it at one of the operatives.
However, they turned around in time, saw me. One of the operatives snatched a chair from my
hands, | was immediately knocked to the floor, one of the operatives started Ineatwigh this

(iron) chair on my back and sides. About Bnore people rushed to the office, they all surrounded

me and started beating me. 0

Victim C3: AThey also pulled out my teeth an
captivity, thed MG B hoef DX Mffcers took me out ofi | z o | yTaey Hroughd me to a

garage, took me inside, what the garage looked like and what was there, | remember very badly.
One of the militants started pushing an iron object into my mopliers or tongs. As | codlnot

resist, | was outnumbered, | was exhausted, they began to press and crush my teeth. The pain was
pure hell. My teeth were crushed and parts of them remained in my mouth, some were likely
pulled out with the root, completely. This went on for a dayeylinterrogated me, crushed my

teeth, interrogated again. If they were not pleased with my response, they took an iron vice and
began pulling a tooth. As a result of captivity, | lost 24 teeth. There are eight left. Some were
pulled out during the torturesome fell out later after the torture. Nobody provided dental
treatment. For several days after the torture in the garage, | could neither eat, nor drink, nor talk.
Everything was festering, bleeding, swelling, there was inflammation, in some place=\he

were exposed, which caused me i mmense pain.o
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3.14 Forcing prisoners to give interviews

Victim C7: A | was br ou-gid detention centneeandNb&iBhatfl r o m
would give an intengw and talk on camera about what | was doing and how. | asked whether it
was necessary and they replied: Alf you real!]
el se to sayo. They gave me a piece xbdontgnadper
things that actually pertained to me. Then they put a mask on my head again, handcuffed me and
transferred me to other room, put me on a chair by the wall and took off my mask. | was approached
by a man who spoke Russian with a Russian aamhihe took a picture of me. | understood that
he was an FSB officer. After that, 2 representatives of the Life News TV channel appeared in the
office, one of them was reddhired with a red beard, thin, | saw him in Maiorsk during the
exchange. They attael two microphones to my clothes and asked what | was doing and how, and
| had to say what was written on the paper and to answer their questions. It is said that this video
was shown on the Life News channel, and then information spread all over thetithet | was a
thief, a traitor, that | encroached upon the republic. After that interview, | was taken back tc the pre
trial detention centre. o

Victim C10: AThe officer took me to the MG
there would be a dieo and that | had to say everything that was required of me, otherwise it would
be bad for me. Before recording, they removed the bag from my head. There were three people in
the office and a professional camera on a tripod. One man was sitting in ¢toeriar of the room,
half-turned away, as if to hide his face. | did not see him in detail, | do not know who he was.
Another one was sitting closer to me. This man did not look like an MGB officer. He looked more
like a journalist, a representative of semtellectual profession. In the office, they gave me the text
and told me to study it. | could not control myself. | was upset, | was scared, everything frightened
me, | couldn't hold a sheet of paper or read. An MGB officer took a pill and gave it tolthene
to swallow it. | was in such a state that | didn't care what they gave me. After the pill | felt better,
calmed down a bit, read the text. | had to recite a text prepared by the militants. | refused because
there were many things against Ukraih&as very anxious. But | could not refuse, | understood
that they would force me or threaten me, | understood that | was completely under their control.
That's why | came up with my own version, that | was allegedly caught taking bribes on the
Ukrainian side, and in order not to go to prison, | had to spy on the DNR. The security service

people |iked the text and decided to |l eave it
in the senior's cell, there was a TV set, and for about two weekstenyigw was shown on their
channel s. | felt very ashamedo.

Victim C8: I n AMGBO | -lwas tihntse maise weld Skey t e

on TV onRl oA, Ruwshseirae t hey have this famous TV pr e
showed merfghtened and intimidated there: just look at Ukraine, how low, they even involved
grandmothers in the waérhe presented it that way. That they were forcing a retired woman to do
such things, that's who we have to deal withat's how he presenteditbrh e news . 0

Victim C4: AThere were a | ot of Russian jour
guestiong very typical for the Russian television, their favourite topic of conversation is children
who died during the military conflict. That ey believe that we practically in person participated

in the actual death of these children. And their main question probably is how are we not ashamed
that the children are dying, and we kind of sold out to the Nazis, fascists and the like. | mean, it
didnodot feel good. o
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Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

3.15 International organisations and "lzolyatsia"

Victim C4: ADuring my i mpr i s o mepeitherthe ®8CE,jnart er n
the Red Cross, nor volunteer organisations. 0
Victim C15: AThe conditions of detention were
workers from the prérial detention centre, or representatives of the Red Cross @Sk&. The

latter were let in only once, when minatemolitionists from Yasynuvata were brought to the pre

trial detention centre. Representatives of the OSCE mission were the ones admitted.to them
Neither Member of Parliamerdf Ukraine Savchenko, nothe OSCE, nor the Red Cross were
allowed to visit us that day.
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3.16. Investigation and transportation from "lzolyatsia" to remand prison

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakh arov

Victim C4: AThe cri minal case against me wa
contained my testimony and correspondence, all of it. | was forced to slander myself, and then |
signed everything they told me. | didn't read it thoroughly. | wamed (when | was transferred
from Al zol yatsiado after the end of the admini
signed, ot herwise they said: Al t  wil/l conti nt
confess anyway, whydoi@on't prolong ito. The accusation
investigator said later (this conversation took place more than a yearildtagk him: Tell me not

as a state security officer, but as a persdm | have anything to try me foi”No. i Well, what am

| doing here? It must be doné. And why Article 297 It is an incomplete crimé. meaning that

there is nothing to try for, but there must be atfidl. s ee . 0

Victim C12: AAbout two mont hs ¢ atriminal cade wasas t
opened. | was told that | was facing112 years i n prison. |l was ass
worry, you are only 40. So, you spend ten years in prison, life does not end there. And your child
may grow up a normal person in ampleanage. They had no evidence against me. Before the court,
they gave me a sentence to read. Only after reading it, | learned what | was accused of.

|l said ABut that's not true. You have not pro
Why do you care. Admit your guilt in court. Yowill eligible for an exchange. Agree to
everything, you will be released sooner. 0
Victim C13: ioOn December 22, 2017, Il was il 1l e
charges of fespionage i n f avour monthsitkmagmume 0 a

security prison.o
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Victim C8: Al nterrogations are called fAstages
t he f MGB 63 days, €3 tymes2a week, initially more often, later less often; and | was
interrogated: who | wdeed with / who | worked for / contact with the SBU / how they paid me /
what for and what | did. Basically, who | worked for. They found out that | was at Maidan. | really
was, | wrote a personal letter, and they found at my home and read it, and | egititeely about
Maidan. And at work they said that | was at Maidan. They saw that | got off the Kyiv train and
understood that | was returning from Maidan, and it exacerbated my case, they believed that | was
one of t h-obeeaMtérdwnnords, as always. It only went downhill from there.

| have two investigators: Oleksandr, | don't even know his last name, they didn't even let me look at
the report, nothing. And the second investigator Belikov, | have a copy of the conviction. There is a
verdict as well as an indictment, so | have these papers. | was tried by a military tribunal

Victim C4: Al n April 2017, | was taken to the
taken in a regular car, handcuffed in front, for half of the Wagd a plastic bag on my had. A few

days before that, there was my first meeting with the investigator, who warned me that | would soon
be taken to a remand prison.

Upon arrival, one of the remand pri s oenr |cofgfsioc e
and other obscene insults, but another officer reprimanded him for this.

| had blood tested for HIV, two tests, and was examined. The medical worker was wearing gloves,
but nomedical gown. When they took a blood sample, | had to squeeze my arm myself, there was
no tourniquet. At that time, there were no traces of torture and beatings on me.

At that time my weight was 430 kilograms, while at the time of detention | weighedibdgrams.

| was placed in solitary confinement at a special post, a place where people sentenced to death were
imprisoned during the Soviet era, and at the time of Ukraine it was used for those sentenced to life
imprisonment. | spent one month in thidl.c€he cell was about 2.5x2.5 square meters in size with

one bunk and a pillow. Ventilation was-so, humidity was high, there was mould on the surfaces.

It was cold at night because there was no glass on the window. Until a blanket was sent to me, | was
very cold. There was water in the cell and | had an immersion heater, but | couldn't use it because
the only outlet didn't work. The light was on and never turned off. The toilet was in the cell. They
fed me 3 times a day, in the morning they gave mafdbbread (for the whole day), pearl barley

with mixed fat. At first, | was hungry all the time, | took everything. In the beginning, | didn't have

a plate, but a plastic hdlitre bucket, filled almost to the brim with pearl barley and mixed fat, | ate
everything.

The speci al post differed from the wusual one
us, increased control (many locks on the doors, including electronic ones), a camera in the hallway,
infrared, that is, even at night, if thaeeno light, it works, so that we are not taken anywhere for a
walk. Only food distributors or those who deliver care packages came to the special post.
Two weeks after arriving at the remand prison, | had my first meeting with my lawyer, who was
hired by my mother. After that, we met every three weeks. He was not present at investigative

actions, t hat i s, during the period when | w
prohibited. The role of the lawyer was not very significant, he was alihelp arrange meetings
with my mother in the AMGBO and in the remand

case, otherwise he would have been imprisoned along with me. What can | say, if even lawyers
could have bags put on their heads

! derogative term fosupportes of Ukrainian nationalist Stepan Bandera
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3.17. Russian FSB officers

According t o t he pri soner so recoll ections, d
places, representatives of the Federal Security Service of Russia took part in integations.

Victim Cl4: AOnce, when | was i n the investi
acquainted with my case, two people with two photo portraits entered the room, | realised they
were FSB officers. They were dressed in plain clothes, spoissian with a clear characteristic
accent, in a sharp tone, not like the speech of the locals. Both were akiluy8ars old (one was

about 37, the other was about 40). They asked
from the M@EBIi edThé&@&Wrpopag. o0 So | realised that
were from MGB, they would say so. One was with a short haircut and greyish hair, elongated face,
big ears, |l ong nose, he | ooked | i kheoth@rPnenhe c c hi

was standing behind me. One of them sat across from me and ordered me to stretch out my hand,
the other took a plastic bottle and set it on fire it. He intended to drip molten plastic liquid on my
hand. | looked at the portraits, but didt recognise anyone there. One of the FSB officers ordered
the other to remove the bottle. They told me,
FSB officers | eft, the investigator gave me t
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3.18. "Izolyatsia identified perpetrators of torture
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Author of graphi illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov
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nder s, t haytatweiraed deetp | doiyfefde ri enn tt ht
edin MMGBr of fiKaezBNRbOBO, APalycho,

Den_ys Pavl ovych Kulik #APalycho

Victim C1: Aln the minds of al most every ho
il zol yaaduseiheawas in dorestant contact with the prisoners, was particularly cruel, beat and
tortured us, and was <constantly in sight. Th
played an executive role following orders of his handfers u r afroro thes Russian Federation
(AMaj or o, AKuzmicho), who did not want to be
born in Mariinskyi raion of Donetsk oblast. Denys Kulik was said to have worked in law
enforcement and penitentiary institutiondbk r ai ne bef ore the waro.

Victim Cl1l4: AOn the first day, APal ycho c¢ame
started strangling me with a plastic bag. He put it on my head and began to choke my neck,
squeezing it and blocking my breath. He askeel who | work with, who my mates are, my

partners, where they are. But | could not answer anything. Around a few seconds or a few minutes

passed. | began to gasp. When fAiPalycho saw th
Vi ct i m C2 instaficesn thenvimlence was completely unmotivated, they just felt like it.

Moreover, when fAPalychod saw me or someone el s
face, he would joke and at the same time deliver blows (chaotically, in anyfphe lbody) and

mus e, when a person began to writhe in pain
showed his physical or psychological superiority over the pérson

Victim C10: AThe militants al so lpevareheldinthe t or t
cel |l with us. For exampl e, Grebenyuk, call s

allegedly from St. Petersburg, Russia, and other prisoners said that he had and has Ukrainian roots
(in about 2014015 he came to fight in tHeonbas, then he was detained for something by the
staff AMGB of the DNRO, and was kept with wus
technology and APalycho would often take him
For example, he wned bitcoins and knew how to earn tl
of fice and saw what was on the second fl oor,
it. Around the beginning of 2018 id&d foHprsion d,adil
he showed no signs of life for four days, he was just bleeding. It was at night, about three o'clock. I,
alongside Dmytro Batrak and another prisoner were awakened in the middle of the night when the
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militants brought Grebenyuk's bodytd a cell. Only it didn't look like a body, it was a piece of
bloody meat in the middle of the room. Before that, screams, cries, moans and the sounds of blows
could be heard in the building. We started helping him, but no matter where we touchedathere w

bl ood everywhere. Then we had to clean all t h
the the cell senior. The young man was able to open his eyes only after about four weeks. He was
allegedly beaten for not earning the bitcoins he prasinise o A Pal ycho.

Victim C6: APal ycho was the one who brought n
my hands out, saying | had to stand until | confessed. At the same time, the detainees in the cell
were given a command not to let me drink,eator use the toilet. o

Victim C1l1l4: AALl I prisoners held in the @Al zol

individually. When everyone sang the anthem, | did not, because | did not know it and did not want
to |l earn the worrdese me atly clheéa rt i headlebe andtbréhemed a n t
me.

Once he came into the cell, he was very drunk
ant hem. In a rage, he pulled me from tkep, seco
put me on my knees before all the cellmates, started punching, and kicking me on my body, back,
sides and head; he beat me for about 5 minutes. At the same time, he threatened even more abuse
saying that he would make me learn the anthem, that ldwdmiwhatever he wanted, that he was

the boss there, and | was a nobody. o

Victim C10: AA man | i ke APalycho was valuable
He liked to abuse people, he enjoyed it. For example, he gave orders to the headellf the
AJacksono (former militiaman detained by the
with us in Al zolyatsi ao; he cooperated with

detained in the cell so that they understand where theyeaveXll while he was watching what was
happening on a video surveillance camera. Then he came to the room where the detainees were
held, opened the feeder window and commented on what was happening, giving advice on how he
would do it and what was wrong. 0

Qég OEPXABHA ITTOTEYHA YCTAH(

lFonosxa Mpo QY AxaniTuyHa ivpopMauian HopmaTMBHO-NpaBoBa 6asa lpec-ueHTp

€BA0KMMOB Bacunb BikTopoBuy

lonosxa

3acTynHuk Fonoewm ny Ji ol HHOI YCTaHOBM
Hapoawecs 08 motore 1973 poky ¥ micTi Jedansuese [loHelbkol oonacTi

3akiHuMB [loHelbkuid HAaUiOHansHW  yHIBEpCWUTET 23 eanidikauie «Marictp 3
MADKETUHTY »

3 1998 no 2006 pik ouontoeas TOB «Toproeui [im «MeTanypr» M. JOHEUbK.

3 2006 no 2010 npauwsas [eHepanbHUM AWPeKTOopoM TOB «/lebanbueschkuil 3304
METANYPrifHOTO MALLMHOOYAIBHULITEAx

3 2011 poky NpauioBaB KOMepUinHuM aupektopom TOB «3anopisbkuit aKyMynATOPHWUA

= Bepcis ansa apyky

Vasyl Vi ktorovych Yevdokymov #dALenino, First
DNRO

Victim Cl: A | ocal resident, a native of Deba
wasac ommander of the special f owtbatlse amlhis gronpeof i MG
speci al forces carried out my detention on N
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f orces of t he ifnMGB of t he DNRO as one of t h

techniques. Hostages were used as imprdvisemat er i al for training.
speci al forces were used to detain peopl e wh
DNRO, to disperse demonstrations, to carry ou

AMGB of t redal fxdéd: Durirgypny captivity, | learned that the snipers were leaving for
combat positions, where they opposed the Armed Forces of Ukraine. The special forces of the
AMGB of the DNRO were strong, athl eti dhenmguys.
speak Russian in an accent not typical for the locals of Donetsk region. Among the fighters of the
speci al forces AMGB of the DNRO, t he Russi ans
regi me on the territoryrothiBlzelryatorgoofndle
per mi ssiono.

Victim C4: Once, sometime in March 2017, at
arrived in the cell next to mine and severely beat everyone in the cell with sticks because one of the
prisones complained to someone about poor nutrition and forced labour. After that, a man with the
call sign ALenino came to our cell and said:

'u"’

Author of graphic illustration: formeF prisoner, Serhii Zakharov
A Ma j dast dame unknown, country of origin: Russia

Victim C1: nAS of 2016, t he head of tchlled N MGB

ilzolyatsiaodo was a militant with the call S C
the Russian Federatn f or t he organisation of separatisn
the right to sign all documents relating to

detention centre.

i Kuz mi -c bnwentified, according to the prisoners, his name ma be Dmitriy
Aleksandrovich Markov, a Russian.
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He was responsible for the construction of fc
of the DNRO, i n fact, he became the next he.
Accordingtother i ct i ms, he was a col onel i n the RuUussiI
Victim Cl: Once, in 2018, during forced | abou
some issue related to his worldview. In response, he hit me in the face, knocking out a tooth and
started kickng me i n my ©pelvic area, near the sacru
Russian military officer, you cannot speak Ru

at the clinic showed that as a result of the blows to my pelvic area, myekids became di sj

-

Author of graphic illustration: former prisoner, Serhii Zakharov

Yurii Kryvonos, i Vt o rioS/edoc  n diol a n Kai nsktnba n(oil) , A Pal ychdédso D
Victim C2: ARnThere was a tank commandeamewho w
Yurii Kryvonos. The last time he beat me in April 2018, he broke my rib (with his fists)

My khail o Kul yrflmyn&kh st Mi s ha
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Victim Cl4: A Pallaynckhi s t @an do nft di sshoaok me ou't of 1
started beating me with their ids (fists) and feet all over my body. They beat me on the floor,
threw me in the air and beat me when | was in the air and fell to the ground. When | got up, they
threw me on the floor and beat me again. | was beaten for about 30 minutes. There wasuso obv
reason for the beating, they just beat me bec

Victim Cl4: Al was taken out of the cell out ¢
and legs and carried me away. | was immediately takeretbabement somewhere nearby. It felt

like the militants went down the stairs. | did not see the interior of the room; | was scared and
shocked. In the basement, my legs were tied with a rope and a plastic bag was put on my head.
Then several people took ng the arms and carried me to the next room in the basement. | was

put on the table and completely tied up. First, the feet were fastened to the legs of the table with a
rope, then the hands. Also, they fixed my whole body additionally with tape aroainegt and

torso. They started strangling me, squeezing my throat around my neck with their hands and not
allowing air to seep through the tightly closed bag. From the smell of sharp, disgusting perfume, |
realised that one of my operatives (who is thestidgreyhaired) is involved in torture. He always
used cologne with a pungent odour, whi ch | roe
his subordinate from Al zolyatsiad Misha with
knowther est of them. o

Former ADNRO fighters also took part in the t
Vitalii Viktorovych Ivanenko AJacksonbo

https://myrotvorets.center/criminal/ivanienko-vitalij -
viktorovich/?fbclid=lwAR2vaB9a3xSD6VICXE4iwoFY474TmBX6LVNNLvbyO AQaZr
pCF3rlfcwMAo

Victim C10: Aln the cell -Wler avierieam!|ldnd ed ep aroa
Everyone was beaten equally. The head of our
of the lieutenant colonel or the colonel, he waitt A DNRO battalion AVityas
he is not a soldier, but i n the ADNRO the ran
down by his comrades, due to some fraud with weapons (in 2017, along with several of his army
comr adekss)oonofidiasc a | ocal resident of Donetsk r
from the prison guards, but from Jackson. He

Jackson set up real prison conditions. He himself had previouslyds@ames, probably as a minor.
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He was especially keen on prison subculture. He also appointed service personnel for himself from
the detainees 0

Victim Cl4: AA senior head of the cell no. 8
s eni or teludal bdaating celimates, maintaining cleanliness, maintaining order and discipline
in the cell, i n particular to ensure that no
me on the ribs, back, chest, torso, limbs, head. He beat me withrds, feet, and with a plastic

pi pe. APal ychd ordered him to beat his cell m
cruelty.

The AMGB of the DNRO officers | eft sheets of
MGB peopl eandiPadygckhsdono, senior of the cell N

Security Service of Ukraine, but | do not know their names. After | wrote it, the papers were taken
from me. | wrote it immediately on the same night after being tortured wittrielsioocks.

| had no choice, | was told that | would either write and confess, or they would continue electric
shock torture on the next day. | realised that | would not survive such hell again, so | wrote an
explanation. | didnt know what to write besau | didn't have any information.

I continued to be held in cell no. 8. Jacksol
every day. He beat me with his feet, hands, and a plastic pipe all over my body.

I was al so beat en dofthegaeds. Yheyhbeateh merfer ed apparent reagam

simply because they felt i ke 1 t. I n gener al
il zol yatsiao about once a day or every other
Blowswer e inflicted with hawd3, ( friudbtbe), slte gk ano

truncheon) on the abdomen, ribs, and sometimes on the head. They insulted me vewitally
curses and vulgar expressions, threatened to shoot me, to kil meeOnaf t er beati ng
and AMi sha Tanki st®, I |l ost consciousness

f"\".{;(.._":_y r Op
L o N AOHELKO

b L & == DNR-H

Yevhenii Brazhnikov

Victim Cl1l4: APal ycho transferred me to cell |
members. For example, the cell senior was Yevhen Brazhnikowwatoeleased from captivity on
December 29, 2019 and was soon detained by th

to beat and torture me in the cell. | was put in a stretch po$itiacing the wall, legs and arms as
stretched as far as possibjgaced in different directions. | was not allowed to turn around or
change a pose. When | was standing in this position, the DNR members approached and beat me.
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They kicked me or beat me with their fists on my sides, ribs, back, legs, using me as agpunchin

bag. At the same ti me, they | aughed at me , (o
behi ntrapee 0l st ood in the stretch position for
Victim Cl1l6: ABrazhni kov hipmsdlefl pwds fBRalpydclsor
prisoners. He did it both mentally and physically. Beating prisoners was a pleasure for him. When
asked why he was torturing us, he replied: il
go out si de aréaeHeivdszhe tnly ane who&ad a cell phone. One time he dragged a
prisoner under a bunk, barked |Ii ke a dog, and
Victim Cl4: They took me to the cell where B
you are mine nowi he r ej oi ced. He sai d, ANow you are

Brazhni kov began to beat me with his hands an
piece of paper and a pbeep andooanktdss to every

4. Applicaibn of international standards to major violations

Above mentioned facts must be assessed in the light of international humanitarian law,
international criminal law and international human rights law. They point out that in the territory
controlled by he selfproclaimed republics, international standards of treatment of detainees are
being systematically violated, which should be classified as war crimes and violations of certain
human rights.

Based on international humanitarian law and internatiomalmal law, there are grounds to
believe that the actions of pRussian separatists in the territories of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts
not controlled by the Ukrainian government in relation to hostages have the characteristics of such
war crimes as:

- torture or inhuman treatment (Article 8(2)(a)(ii), 8(2)(c)(i) of the ICC Statute);

- outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment (Article
8(2)(b)(xxi), 8(2)(c)(ii) of the ICC Statute);

- wilfully causing great suffering,reserious injury to body or health (Article 8(2)(a)(iii), 8 (2)(c)(i)
of the ICC Statute)*

In 2014, the ECHR stated that the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms continues to operate in the context of armed conflitd apglication
does not contradict the provisions of international humanitarian law, and the rules must be
interpreted in the light of international laff

The casdaw of the European Court of Human Rights emphasizes the inadmissibility of
inhuman treahent. The Commission on Human Rights stresses that "inhuman treatment includes at
least the kind of behaviour which obviously caused intense suffering, mental or physical, which in
that situation were considered unjustified”. Distinguishing actions ptedilliy Article 3 of the
Convention, and "some brutal behaviour" (punches to the face), The Commission said that not
every case of improper treatment may fall under this article.

Emphasis is placed on the need to establish facts that support the achieseswh a
level of cruelty that could be considered torture or inhuman or degrading treatment. Such approach
proves relativity of these provisions, as by
actions is not absolute and can be gigaly through the analysis of totality of circumstances in the
case. These can include: the duration efrdatment, physical, mental consequences, gender, age,
health condition of the victim. If, in the Court's view, the treatment cannot be classifiediae, it
can be classified as inhuman treatment, and if it is impossible to define the treatment as inhuman, it
is degradintj".
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A statement of inhuman treatment may not necessarily be related to physical violence alone.
The Commission and the CourtVeaintroduced new aspects into the definitions of "inhuman
treatment” and "degrading treatmerit'mental anguish and suffering as integral signs of ill
treatment and as a violation of the requirements of this aMicle

Therefore, persons captured by mermsha the illegal armed groups of the setbclaimed
republics are not subject to the restrictions on treatment set out in international humanitarian law
and human rights. Actions of of militias are aimed at causing the person maximum physical harm.
They disregard the fundamental principles of respect for life, health, honour and dignity. The
released hostages confirm the ultimate cruelty of the separatists. In conditions of an armed conflict,
it is its parties who are obliged to comply with the standafdsternational law. If they are
completely disregarded, the actions of perpetrators should be treated as war crimes.

The prohibition of forced disappearance also makes it mandatory to investigate alleged cases
and prosecute in the courts those respdm$dr the crime
In this respect, the importance of the evidence should be emphasised: in the prosecution of a
particular suspect, all possible evidence of his guilt should be collected as much as possible.

5. Situation regarding the investigation by tlaw enforcement agencies of
Ukraine of the most serious international crimes

The armed conflict initiated and supported by the Russian Federation on the territory of
Ukraine sinc014 created new challenges for the system of both international tomthhpuistice

According to Article 1 of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, Ukraine, as a State party to the Convention, must be held liable for any
violation of the rights and freedoms of individuals under itsglictior™".

In the case of llascu and Others v. Moldova and Rt¥si&® European Court of Human
Rights has ruled that the words "within their jurisdiction" should be understood primarily as the
territorial jurisdiction of the state. This presumption nbayrestricted in exceptional circumstances,
especially when the state is prevented from exercising its authority on the part of its territory. In
order to conclude the existence of exceptional circumstances, on the one hand, all the objective
facts suggestg the possibility of the government authority limitation on its territory, and on the
other hand, the very behaviour of the state must be considered.

On January 21, 2021, the ECHR issued a decision in the case of Georgia v. Russia (ll)
regarding the evds of the August 2008 war and the subsequent occupation of the territory of South
Ossetid"" The ECHRsupported Georgia's position. The ECHR found that the Russian Federation
had exercised effective control over the territory of South Ossetia since tlo¢ a&cti/e hostilities
on 12 August 2008. In terms of proving control over the territory, the ECHR has once again shown
the importance of evidence, especially in interstate cases. An important role is played not only by
the work of the state to maintais position in the Court, but also by how the evidence presented by
it relates to the information contained, for example, in the reports of international organisations. The
guestion arises as to what the state is doing in order to gather evidence.

Georgia las shown by its example the importance of building joint coordinated work within
the country regarding the consequences of the armed conflict on its own territory. Ukraine is also
trying to show coordinated work in its activ/t{f

Direct r e ¢ o I1s éxpeoidnce aakgs ean snpontaint task, namely documenting
violations that were committed against a person, and identification of people responsible for
detention and further detention conditions. First of all, such work should be carried out by law
enforcenent agencies. The European Court of Human Rights has set minimum standards for the
effectiveness of the investigation of allegations of inhuman treatment, which include the
requirement for the investigation to be thorough, independent, impartial andooghenpublic, and
that the competent authorities act with exemplary diligence and proniftn@$® principles
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