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Crisis Information Centre
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- development of new methods and tools in this area

- development of applications of satellite technology

- testing of new pre-operational technical solutions

- support for the State Fire Service, institutions 

responsible for crisis management and Polish

non-governmental organizations while using the 

geospatial information and satellite imagery
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CIC partners

The cooperation with the State Fire Service is implemented on the basis of a permanent 

agreement between Space Research Centre PAS and Commander in Chief of the SFS.

CIC is also closely cooperating with several institutions and companies:

Sigma Games
Manufacture
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CIC team
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Flood in Poland 2010 –

GMES Safer activation

Tarnobrzeg Poviat

Vistula River Flood impact

Situation the 19th of May 2010

Tarnów, Kielce, Tarnobrzeg, Rzeszów Poviats

Vistula River Flood dynamics

21st and 23rd of May 2010
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From satellite imagery

to operational information
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Flood simulations and 

recomendations
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Flood in South Sudan
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Strong winds in the Tatra 

Mountains – EMS activation
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Flooding on Vistula river 
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Participation in field exercises
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Copernicus EMS achievements
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• Effective access to Copernicus EMS products has been 
established

• Awareness of possibilities

• Procedures for requesting and distribution

• Standardisation of products

… and challenges

• There is a need for a more effective use of provided 
information

• Integration with user procedures



To provide the right information to the right people at the right time
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Copernicus EMS achievements
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• Effective access to Copernicus EMS products has been 
established

• Awareness of possibilities

• Procedures for requesting and distribution

• Standardisation of products

… and challenges

• There is a need for a more effective use of provided 
information

• Integration with user procedures

• Integration with other sources of information



WORKSHOP ON
USE OF SPACE 
APPLICATIONS 

IN HUMANITARIAN 
OPERATIONS

Use of EO data and geolocation data in one environment



Polex 2013 Integration of EO images and UAV reconnaissance 
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Copernicus EMS achievements
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• Effective access to Copernicus EMS products has been 
established

• Awareness of possibilities

• Procedures for requesting and distribution

• Standardisation of products

… and challenges

• There is a need for a more effective use of provided 
information

• Integration with user procedures

• Integration with other sources of information

• Expert support (human interface for satelite-derived 
information)



Provide „human interface” to technical data
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Key challenges for use of 
geoinformation in crisis management
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• Efficient exchange of geoinformation

• Access to satellite data for crisis management entities

• Effective provision of information to the public

• Need to „develop solutions, leading to interoperability of
space related technical systems and a coherent
framework of operational procedures to use space-based
applications for crisis management”

[8th Space Council, 2011]
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Copernicus in the context

GECCO – a platform for 

exchange of geoinformation
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Fire in Kuźnia Raciborska in Poland in 1992 .

Presentation of EO-based analysis 
of extent of events
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Possibility to integrate analysis based on 

different sources (satellite, aerial, UAVs)
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Flood on Vistula River 2010 obtained from GMES Safer.
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Calculation of the fastest route and access to 
categorized points of interests 
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Calculation of the fastest route and access to 
categorized points of interests 
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Use of traffic information
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Use of traffic information
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Use of traffic information
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Information for the public
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Information for the public
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Where can we be in 2016?



Access to the most current maps





Common information – reports from the field



Common information – EO information updates





Common information – road availability





Common information – danger zones and alerts


