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3-10S10S
KONSTITUCIA

The Firstin Europe

On 3 May 1791, in Warsaw, the sejm (parliament) of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth adopted the Constitution of the

3 of May - the world's second and Europe’s first written
constitution. Called the Governance Act, this document was
the culmination of nearly half a century of attempts to reform
the country. It was shaped by both enlightenment thought and
local political experience.

Pirmoji Europoje

1791 m. geguzés 3 d. VarSuvoje Abiejy Tauty Respublikos
Seimas priemeé GeguZzés 3-iosios Konstitucija - antra pasaulyje
ir pirma Europoje raytinj pagrindinj jstatyma. Konstitucija,
kuri tuo metu vadinta ,Valdymo jstatymu®, vainikavo beveik
puse amziaus trukusias pastangas jgyvendinti reformas.

Jos atsiradima nuléme ir ApSvietos epochos idéjos, ir Salies
santvarkos raidos patirtys.

Allegorical-symbolic composition in honour
of the Constitution of the 3 of May with an
apotheosis of Stanistaw August, Johann
Hieronymus Loeschenkohl, after 3.05.1791, The
National Library of Poland.
Alegorine-simboliné kompozicija Geguzeés
3-iosios Konstitucijos garbei su Stanislovo
Augusto apoteoze, Johann Hieronymus
Loeschenkohl, po 17910503,

Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.
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THE POLISH-LITHUANIAN
COMMONWEALTH

Formed asaresult of the Union of Lublin in 1569, the Commonwealth
of Two Nations was one of Europe’s largest and most ethnically diverse
states, with Poles, Lithuanians, Ruthenians, Jews, Germans, and Tatars
among the major nationalities. Among the many distinctive features
of this dualistic state was religious tolerance and a political system
thatgave the dominantrole to parliament (sejm) and strictly limited
the power of the king. The ruling stratum, a highly differentiated (in
terms of both wealth and ethnicity) nobility, made up nearly 10% of
the population. Inspired by Roman examples, this gentry referred to
the electoral monarchy as a republic.

The Commonwealth reached the peak of its power in the late 16" and
early 17" centuries. The wars of the second half of the 17" century -
the Cossack uprising of Bohdan Chmielnicki, the Swedish invasion,
and conflicts with Russia and Turkey - devastated the country and
weakened itsinternational position. The crisis also had a destructive
impact on politicalinstitutions, including the sejm. Parliament’s de-
liberations were increasingly disrupted by the liberum veto, which
allowed individual members of parliament to suspend sessions and
block legislation. This paralysed the work of the state’s main deci-
sion-making body.
—1

/o Pilter;a‘
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ABIEJY TAUTY
RESPUBLIKA

1569 m. Liublino unijos sukurta Abiejy Tauty Respublika buvo viena
didziausiy Europosvalstybiy. Cia gyveno daug tauty: lenkai, lietuviai,
rusénai, Zydai, vokieciai, totoriai. Dualistiné Lenkijos ir Lietuvos vals-
tybe kity foneissiskyré religine tolerancija, taip pat savita santvarka
su vyraujanciu parlamento (Seimo) vaidmeniu ir ribota renkamojo
karaliausvaldZia. Valdanciyjy sluoksnis - turtiniu poZidriu neviena-
lyté bajorija, sudareé beveik 10 proc. visuomenés, - valstybe vadino
Respublika ir noriai rémési romény pavyzdziais.

Lenkijosir Lietuvos valstybé savo galybésvirsiine pasieké XVI-XVIl a.
sandiroje. XVIla.antrosios pusés karai - Bogdano Chmelnickio vado-
vaujamas kazoky sukilimas, Svedy antpuolis bei konfliktai su Rusija ir
Turkija - nusiaubé krasta ir sumenkino jo tarptautine reikSme. Krizé
neaplenké politiniy instituciju, taip pat ir Seimo. Parlamento darba
vis dazniau nutraukdavo liberum veto, tai yra pavieniy Seimo nariy
protestai. Dél to buvo paralyZiuota valstybés pagrindinio valdymo
organo veikla.

Senate Deliberations at the Royal Castle in Warsaw,
- Charlesde La Haye, before 1694, Polona.
= e Senato posedis Varsuvos karaliskojoje pilyje,

1l Charles de La Haye, prie 1694 m., Polona.
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AnAllegory of Poland, Dawid Tscherning, after 1645, Polona.
Lenkijos alegorija, David Tschering, po 1645 m., Polona.

Zawichost Castle, b in1657, Erik Dahlberg, 1696, Polona.
Zavichosto pilis sudeginta Svedy tvano metu 1657 m,, Erik Dahlberg, 1696 m., Polona.
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The liberum veto was originally intended to prevent the
tyranny of the majority. But, in 1652, after a protest by
Wtadystaw Sicinski, it became commonly accepted that the
veto invalidated not only a specific law but also all other
legislation adopted during that particular parliamentary
session.

Liberum veto teisé turéjo uzkirsti kelig daugumos tironijai
mazumos atzvilgiu. Po Upytés seimelio pasiuntinio Vladislovo
Sicinskio 1652 m. iSreiksto protesto jsivyravo praktika, kad
veto pavercia negaliojanciu ne tik konkrety jstatyma, bet ir
visos Seimo sesijos nuveikta darba.
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ERA OF THE
SAXONKINGS

The reigns of Augustus Il and Augustus Il of the
Saxon Wettin dynasty are considered to mark
aperiod of decline for the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth. The country’s participation in the
Great Northern War (1700-21) brought devas-
tation and depopulation to vast areas, while en-
couraging an increasing and ominous political
dependence on the growing power of Russia.

During this period, the crisis of the state reached
an apogee. Sessions of the sejm were regularly
broken up, oftenat the instigation of foreign pow-
erswho feared any strengthening of the Common-
wealth. In this way, the liberum veto became an
obstacle to state reform.

The Commonwealth’s growing weakness, espe-
cially when compared with the rising power of
neighbouring absolute monarchies, resulted in
the emergence of voices calling for institutional
reform and a change in the gentry’s traditional
outlook.

PRIE KARALIAUS
SAKSO...

Augusto Il ir Augusto I11 i$ saksy Vetiny dinastijos
vieSpatavimas vertinamas kaip Abiejy Tauty Res-
publikos smukimo laikotarpis. Dél dalyvavimo
didziajame Siaurés kare (1700-1721) ne tik suma-
Zéjo gyventojy skaicius ir buvo nuniokotos istisos
Salies sritys, bet ir didéjo politiné priklausomybé
nuo vis galingesnés Rusijos.

Instituciné krizé pasieké apogéjy. Seimai buvo
nuolat nutraukiami, daznai inspiravus svetimy $a-
liy valdovy dvarams, kurie baiminosi Abiejy Tauty
Respublikos stipréjimo. Liberum veto tapo kliditimi,
neleidziancia reformuoti valstybés.

Vis didesnis valstybés bejégiskumas, ypac paly-
ginti su kaimyniniy absoliutiniy monarchijy galia,
lémé, kad atsirado balsy, kurie sialé jgyvendinti
institucines reformas, ragino bajorus keisti mas-
tymo biida.

Portrait of King August Il,unknown artist according to Louis de Silvestre the Younger,
circa 1730, The Royal Castle in Warsaw (deposit of the Ciechanowiecki Family
Collection).

Augusto Il portretas, nezinomas dailininkas, pagal Louis de Silvestre Jaunesnijj,
apie1730 m,, Var3uvos karalidkoji pilis (Ciechanoveckiy fondo rinkiniy depozitas).

Portrait of King August Il in Polish national dress, unknown artist according
toLouis de Silvestre the Younger, 1737, The Royal Castle in Warsaw
(deposit of the Ciechanowiecki Family Collection).
Augusto 11 lenky apdt tretas, nez dailininkas, pagal Loui
deSilvestre Jaunesnjjj, 1737 m., Var3uvos karaliskoji pilis
(Ciechanoveckiy fondo rinkiniy depozitas).

Stanistaw Dunin-Karwicki (1640-1724) proposed
strengthening the sejm by limiting opportunities to suspend
sessions and abolishing royal prerogatives to fill offices and
lease Crown lands.

Similar reasoning was adopted by Stanistaw Leszczynski
(1677-1766), twice elected as king of the Commonwealth
(1704-09,1733-36) and later (from 1738) the Duke of
Lorraine. Awork attributed to him, A Free Voice Securing
Freedom, advocates fixed parliamentary terms and the
application of the liberum veto solely to specific laws, which
would prevent legislative sessions from being suspended.

Stanislavas Duninas-Karvickis (1640-1724) sialé stiprinti
Seima apribojant galimybes jj nutraukti ir suvarzyti karaliaus
kompetencijg skiriant pareiglinus ir suteikiant valdyti
valstybés valdas.

Panasiai samprotavo Stanislovas Les¢inskis (1677-1766)

- dukart Abiejy Tauty Respublikos karalius (1704-1709 ir
1733-1736 m.), 0 nuo 1738 m. - Lotaringijos kunigaikstis. Jam
priskiriamame veikale Laisvas balsas, garantuojantis laisve
jis pasisake uz Seimo kadenciju jteisinima, o tai baty padare
nejmanoma jo darbo nutraukima. Liberum veto teise jis sitilé
naudoti tik priimant atskirus jstatymus.

GLOS WOLNY
WOLNOSC
UBESPIECZAIACY.

Sejmik ina small town, Jean-Pierre Norblin, 1803,

Kérnik Library, Polish Academy of Sciences.

Seimelis mazame miestelyje, Jean Pierre Norblin, 1803 m.,
Lenkijos moksly akademijos Kurniko biblioteka.

Stanistaw Dunin-Karwicki, De ordinanda Republica seu de corrigendis
defectibus in statu Reipublicae Polonae; a copy from the

Stanistaw Lubomirski collection, an important politician during the reign AFree Voice Securing Freedom,

OKU PANSKIEGO

of Stanistaw August, 1745-1755, Polona. &) M pe Sl Stanistaw Leszczyfiski, 1743,
Stanislavas Duninas-Karvickis, De ordinanda Republica seu de corrigendis W C EXXr11 The National Library of Poland Portrait of King Stanislaw Leszczyskiin pilgrim’s dress, Jean-Baptiste Oudry,
defectibus i ae Polonae, XVIIl . ant jtakingo Glos wolny wolnosé ubespieczaiqcy, 1730, National Museum in Warsaw.

politiko Stanislavo Liubomirskio archyvo egzempliorius,

Stanistaw Leszczyfski, 1743 m.,
1745-1755m., Polona.

Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.

Karaliaus Stanislovo Lescinskio piligrimo apdarais portretas, Jean-Baptiste Oudry,
1730 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.
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IMPROVING GITIZENS

‘ ‘ True nobility consists solely of virtue; without virtue,
personal culture, and good manners, nobility is wicked
and entirely meaningless.

[Stanistaw Konarski,
Speech on educating honest men and good citizens]

PILIECIY UGDYMAS

Tikro bajoriskumo esmé yra tik dorovingumas,
bajoriskumas be dorovingumo, asmeninés kultaros ir be
dorovingy paprociy yra nieko vertas ir nesvarbus.

[Stanislovas Konarskis,
Kalba apie doro zmogaus ir gero piliecio formavima]

Medal Sapere Auso ["To one who dared to be wise”] awarded to Stanistaw Konarski by
Sapere Auso [,Tam, kas isdrjso bti ismintingas*] medalis, Stanisl

, Johann Philip

Ahuge influence on changing thinking about the state was exert-
ed by the Piarist priest and school reformer Stanistaw Konarski
(1700-73). He favoured replacing the liberum veto with majority
voting. Konarski's views were an inspiration for the creators of the
reform programme propagated in the early years of Stanistaw Au-
gust’sreign.

Konarski understood that political reforms required the education
of model citizens. The Collegium Nobilium, founded in 1741, was
intended to serve this purpose. Aspecial role in its curriculum was
played by patriotic education, conducted in the spirit of respect
for freedom and responsibility for the Commonwealth. Konarski’s
curriculumwas adopted by other Piarist schools, including Vilnius
University.

Aviewof the Zaluski Library, Zygmunt Vogel, 1801, National Museum in Warsaw.
Zaluskiy bibliotekos vaizdas, Zygmunt Vogel, 1801 m. Variuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

1771, National Museum in Krakéw.

tanislovui Konarskiui, Johann Philipp Holzhauser, 1771 m., Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Didele jtaka keiciant mastyma apie valstybe padareé pijoras, Svieti-
mo reformuotojas Stanislovas Konarskis (1700-1773). Jis pasisake
uz tai, kad liberum veto bty pakeistas daugumos balsavimu. Jo
pazidros jkvepé reformy, kuriy energingai buvo imtasi pirmojoje
Stanislovo Augusto valdymo laikotarpio puséje, programos kiiréjus.

Konarskis suvoke, kad politinéms reformoms jgyvendinti reikia
iSugdyti idealy pilietj. Tam turéjo padéti 1741 m. Varsuvoje jkurta
Kilmingyjy kolegija (Collegium Nobilium). Sios $vietimo jstaigos
programoje ypatingas vaidmuo buvo skiriamas patriotiniam au-
kléjimui, laisvés ir atsakomybés uz Respublika dvasios ugdymui.
Konarskio programa buvo diegiama ir kitose pijory mokyklose,
taip patir Vilniaus kolegijoje.

Portrait of Stanistaw Konarski, unknown artist, circa 1750,
National Museum in Krakéw.

Stanislovo Konarskio portretas, nezinomas dailininkas, apie 1750 m.,
Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

BT

Aviewof the Piarist school in Miodowastreet in Warsaw, Zygmunt Vogel, after 1795,
National Museum in Warsaw.

Pijory konvikto Miodova gatvéje Varsuvoje vaizdas, Zygmunt Vogel, po 1795 m.,
Var3uvos nacionalinis muziejus.

© SRUTECNTM
RAD SPOSDBIE jpp,

ALDBO
UTRZYMYWANIU
ORODVNARYINYCH g 'i/J:-;m-,,_\“,Iw”J[
SEYMOW. TR e cn i
C2E5C TREZECIA:

s
s

—
AP ST
el S
SANGRS TRL
b " “—'}

Stanistaw Konarski first dared to criticise openly the myth of the liberum veto,
On the Means of Efficacious Counsels, 1760-1763, Polona.

Stanislovas Konarskis pirmasis isdrjso ryZtingai kritikuoti liberum veto mita;
0skutecznym rad sposobie, 1760-1763 m, Polona.

A Conversation Between a Landowner and His Neighbour about the Current Circumstances,
Stanistaw Konarski, 1733, Polona.

Rozmowa pewnego ziemianina
Stanistaw Konarski, 1733 m., Polona.

d h okolicznosciach,

Thoughts on Thoughts or Comments on the Project Entitled: Thoughts on the Unfailing Upkeep of Sessions
of the Sejm and the Liberum Veto, Stanistaw Konarski, after 28.03.1764, Polona.

Myslina mysli albo uwagi nad projektem pod tytutem: mysli o niezawodnym

utrzymaniu Seymowy Liberi veto, Stanistaw Konarski, po 1764 03 28, Polona.

0On 8 August 1747, the first public library in the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealthand one of the firstin Europe opened its doorsin Warsaw. Its
founders, the brother bishops Jozef Andrzej Zatuski and Andrzej Stanistaw
Zatuski, wanted the institution to become not just a repository for man-
uscripts and books, but also a literary and scientific centre.

The library’s collections, which eventually grew to 400,000 volumes,
were confiscated and removed to the Imperial Russian capital of Saint
Petersburg after the Kosciuszko Uprising was suppressed. There, they
became the basis for the Imperial Public Library.

BROLIY ZALUSKIY VEIKL

1747 m. rugpjacio 8 d. Varsuvoje buvo atidaryta Vie3oji biblioteka - pir-
moji Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje ir viena pirmuyjy Europoje. Jos steigéjai
vyskupaiJuzefas Andzejus ir AndZejus Stanislavas Zaluskiai noréjo, kad
institucija ne tik kaupty rankras¢ius ir knygas, bet taip pat tapty litera-
tarinio ir mokslinio gyvenimo centru.

Bibliotekos fondus, kuriuos sudaré 400 takstanciy tomy, po Tado Kos¢ius-
kos sukilimo pralaiméjimo Rusija konfiskavo, iSvezé j Sankt Peterburgg
ir jie tapo pagrindu jsteigiant Imperatoriskaja viesaja biblioteka.
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A WORLD
CREATED ANEW

In the Saxon era, the most far-reaching programme for reforming
the Commonwealth was proposed by the so-called Familia, an alli-
ance of two powerful aristocratic families, the Czartoryskis and the
Poniatowskis. At this time, all Polish political factions sought support
abroad. Familia leaders sawan expansionist Prussia as the main threat
to the Commonwealth, while placing their main hope in an alliance
with Russia. Towin influence at the imperial court in St. Petersburg,
the Czartoryski family sent a close relative, Stanistaw Antoni Pon-
iatowski, to the city, where he entered into an affair with Princess
Catherine, who in 1762 became Empress of Russia. After the death
of Augustus III, thanks to Catherine’s support, Poniatowski became
the new monarch and took the name of Stanistaw August. Together
with the Czartoryski family, the new king carried out a number of
fiscal and military reforms in the early years of his reign (1764-66),
evenrestricting use of the liberum veto. However, the reformers un-
derestimated Russian and Prussian hostility to efforts to strengthen
the Commonwealth.

The Election of Stanistaw August, Bernardo Bellotto known as Canaletto, 1778, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.
Stanislovo Augusto elekcija, Bernardo Bellotto, vad. Canaletto, 1778 m,, Var3uvos karaliskoji pilis.

NAUJO PASAULIO
KURIMAS

Saksy epochoje placiausia Respublikos pertvarkos programa sukare
Familija - didiky Cartoriskiy ir Poniatovskiy politiné grupuote. Visos
didiky grupuotés ieskojo paramos uzsienyje. Familijos vadovai di-
dziausia galima grésme laiké Priisijos ekspansionizma, 0 daugiausia
vil¢iy déjo jsajunga su Rusija. Siekdami jgauti jtakos Sankt Peterbur-
go sluoksniuose, Cartoriskiai nusiunté prie Nevos artima giminaitj
Stanislova Antana Poniatovskj, kuris uzmezgé romang su Rusijos
imperatore nuo 1762 m. Jekaterina Il. Po Augusto Il mirties remia-
mas imperatorés Poniatovskis tapo naujuoju karaliumi ir pasirinko
Stanislovo Augustovarda. Ivien su Cartoriskiais karalius 1764-1766
m. jgyvendino izdo ir karines reformas ir net apribojo liberum veto.

matoriai nepakankamai jvertino Rusijos ir Priisijos neigia-
ma pozidirj j méginimus sustiprinti Respublika.

Portrait of Stanistaw August in coronation dress,
Marcello Bacciarelli, 1767-1771, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.
Stanislovo Augusto su karinavimo apdaru portretas,

Marcello Bacciarelli, 1767-1771 m,, Var3uvos karaliskoji pilis.

Portrait of Catherine Il, Antoni Albertrandi according
to Fyodor Rokotov, 1782-1783, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.

Jekaterinos ll portretas, Anton Albertrand pagal Fiodora
Rokotova, 1782/1783 m, VarSuvos karaliskoji pilis.

Portrait of August Aleksander Czartoryski, unknown artist,
1860s-1870s, District Museum in Tarnow.

Augusto Aleksandro Cartoriskio portretas, nezinomas dailininkas,
XVIIl a.7-8 des., Tarnuvo apskrities muziejus.

Karol Stanistaw Radziwilt was one of the most important representatives of the
conservative opposition that fought changes proposed by the Familia faction.
Radziwilt's backers counted on the financial and military support of France
and Austria. However, both monarchies, exhausted by the recently ended
Seven Years' War, did not plan any active engagement during the interregnum.
Russia and Prussia gained complete freedom of manoeuvre. It soon became
apparent that ppositi readytoc ith Berlin and Saint
Petersburg. Portrait of Karol Stanistaw Radziwitt “Panie Kochanku”, Konstanty
Aleksandrowicz, 1786, National Museum in Krakow.
Kar I Radvila i Familijai

yvios ir pokyci ¢ios opozici st Radvilos
galininkai tikejosi finansinés ir karinés Prancazijos ir Austrijos paramos. Abi
monarchijos, iSsekintos neseniai pasibaigusio Septyneriy mety karo, neplanavo
aktyviai angazuoti i . Rusijair Priisija i3k laisve
veikti. Greitai paaiskejo, kad opozicija irgi buvo pasiruosusi bendradarbiauti
su Sankt Peterburgu ir Berlynu. Karolio Stanislovo Radvilos ,Pone mielasis”
portretas, Konstanta Cius, 1786 m., Krokuvos nacionalini
muziejus.

‘ ‘ The king is talented and educated, but above all he is
consumed by a desire for reform. If he could, he would
reform the whole country, the whole nation, in one day,
to raise it to the level of nations with higher culture.

[Antonio Eugenio Visconti, papal nuncio to Poland]

Karalius yra talentingas ir issilavines, bet labiausiai jis
troksta jgyvendinti reformas. Jei galéty, jis per vieng
dieng reformuoty visg $alj, visa tauta, kad ja pakelty

j kity, aukstesnés kultaros tauty lygj.

[Antenio Eugenio Visconti, popieziaus nuncijus]
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THE AMBASSADOR'S
DICTATE

The reforms introduced by the king and the Familia were met with
stiff resistance from the opposition and Russia. The intrigues of the
Russian ambassador, Nikolai Repnin, effectively blocked the reform
programme and established a Russian “guarantee” for a list of the
Commonwealth’sinviolable political principles, including the liberum
veto and free elections. This was meant to strengthen Saint Peters-
burg’s domination over the Polish-Lithuanian state.

Toensure control over the country, Repnin encouraged a conflict be-
tween the king and defenders of the old regime, who wanted to undo
the reforms and remove Stanistaw August from power. Ultimately,
Russia forced the restoration of the liberum veto, but didn’t go as
far as to allow the king’s overthrow, exiling the opposition leaders
to Siberia instead. Opponents of Stanistaw August and the Russian
intervention established a confederation at Bar in Podolia in Febru-
ary1768.The confederates, defending their Catholic faith and Polish
independence, fought against the Russian army for fouryears. These
battles took place amid a complex power struggle among Poland’s
neighbours, who were wary of Russian expansion. This diplomatic
puzzlewassolved at the expense of the defenceless Commonwealth.
In1772,Russia, Austria, and Prussia enacted the first partition, uncer-
emoniously tearing off nearly one third of the country. The invaders
then forced the sejm to officially ratify this act of plunder.

Rejtan- the fall of Poland, Jan Matejko, 1866, The Royal Castle in Wasaw.
Reitanas - Lenkijos Zlugimas, Janas Mateika, 1866 m., VarSuvos karaliskoji pilis

AMBASADORIAUS
DIKTATAS

Karaliaus ir Familijos reformos susidire su ryztingu opozicijos ir
Rusijos pasipriesinimu. Rusijos ambasadoriaus Nikolajaus Repnino
intrigos ir karaliaus oponenty pasipriesinimas lémé tai, kad atnau-
jinimo programa buvo sustabdyta, taip pat buvo primestos Rusijos
,garantijos”, jtvirtinusios Respublikos santvarkos nepajudinamus
principus, tarp ju liberumveto ir laisvaja valdovo elekcija. Tai turéjo
jtvirtinti Sankt Peterburgo dominavima Lenkijos ir Lietuvos valstybéje.

Siekdamas uzsitikrinti galimybes kontroliuoti $alj, Repninas kursté
konflikta tarp karaliaus ir senosios santvarkos gynéjy, kurie trosko
atsaukti reformasir tikéjosi pasalinti Stanislova Augusta is valdzios.
Galy gale Rusija priverté sugrazinti liberum veto, bet neleido nuversti
karaliaus, o opozicijos vadovus istrémé j Sibira. Stanislovo Augusto
ir Rusijos intervencijos priesininkai 1768 m. vasarj Bare (Podoléje)
sudaré konfederacija. Konfederatai, pasisake uz tikéjimo ir nepri-
klausomybés gynima, ketverius metus kovojo su Rusijos kariuomenés
daliniais. Kovos vyko nepalankiai j Rusijos galiy augima Zitiréjusiy
galybiy Zaidimy fone. DidZiosios valstybés diplomatinj galvosikj is-
sprendé apsiginti nepajégusios Respublikos saskaita. Rusija, Austrija
ir Prisija 1772 m. be ceremonijy padalijo Respublika, atplésé beveik
1/3 Salies. Agresoriai priverté Seima $j uzgrobima jteisinti.

Kazimierz Putaski near Czestochowa, Jozef Chetmonski, 1875,
National Museum in Warsaw.

Kazimieras Pulaskis prie Censtakavos, Juzefas Chelmonskis, 1875 m.,
Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Portrait of Nikolai Repnin with the Ribbon and Star of the Order of the White Eagle,

unknown artist, circa 1765, Ossolineum (deposit of Antoni Lubomirski).

Nikolajaus Repnino su Baltojo Erelio ordino kaspinu ir Zvaigzde portretas, nezinomas dailininkas,
apie 1765 m,, Osolinskiy nacionaliné biblioteka (Antonio Liubomirskio depozitas).

Portrait of Tadeusz Rejtan, unknown artist,2" half of the 18"
century, National Museum in Warsaw.

Tado Reitano portretas, nezinomas dailininkas, XVIll a. 11 puse,
Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

An attempt to prevent the humiliating ratification of the
partition treaties was made by Tadeusz Reytan, member of
parliament from Nowogrddek, supported by several other MPs,
including Samuel Korsak and Stanistaw Bohuszewicz. Reytan’s
memory was honoured in a special resolution by the Four-Year
Sejm (1788-1792).

Sukliudyti gédingam grobikisky sutarciy ratifikavimui
pamégino Naugarduko atstovas Seime Tadas Reitanas,
kurj paréme dar keli atstovai, be kity, Samuelis Korsakas ir
Stanislovas Bogusevicius. Ketveriy mety Seimas pagerbé
Reitano atminima specialiu nutarimu.
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BETWEEN
PARTITIONS

After the first partition, Stanistaw August decided that guaranteeing
the existence of the state and carrying out even limited reforms was
possible only under the Russian protectorate. Catherine Il agreed
to cooperate with the king to consolidate Russian power in the Pol-
ish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, but she did not intend to strengthen
StanistawAugust too much. She tried tostrike a balance between the
Polish monarch and the magnate opposition.

Stanistaw August had to scale back the programme of political re-
forms but, together with his supporters, continued efforts to bolster
the economy. Commerce was encouraged by the official standardi-
zation of measures and weights, elimination of internal customs du-
ties,and construction of the Oginski and Royal (Dnieper-Bug) canals.
Manufactories were built and cities were transformed.

TARP
PADALLIMY

Po Respublikos pirmo padalijimo Stanislovas Augustas pripazino,
kad uztikrinti valstybés egzistavima ir jgyvendinti bent jau ribota
reforma jmanoma tik Rusijos protektorato salygomis. Jekaterina Il
sutiko bendradarbiauti su karaliumi, kad jtvirtinty Rusijos valdzig
Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje, bet neketino per daug sustiprinti Stanislo-
voAugusto. Ji sieké pusiausvyros tarp monarcho ir didiky opozicijos.

Stanislovui Augustui teko apriboti politiniy reformy programa, bet
ivien su Salininkais jis nesiliové stiprinti ekonomikos. Prekybinius
mainus lengvino saiky ir svoriy suvienodinimas, vidaus muity panai-
kinimas, taip pat naujai kasami vandens kanalai: Oginskio ir, Kara-
liskasis” (Dniepro-Bugo). Daugéjo manufaktiry, keitési tvarkomy
miesty iSvaizda.

Stanistaw August presiding over a session of the Permanent Council at the Royal Castle in Warsaw,
unknown artist, after 1775, The National Library of Poland.

Stanislovas Augustas pirmininkauja Nuolatinés tarybos posedziui Varsuvos karaliskojoje pilyje,
nezinomas autorius, po 1775 m., Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.

The partition session of the sejm established a Permanent
Council - an executive body intended by the Russians to

act as a brake on Stanistaw August. The Council, chaired

by the monarch, consisted of 36 senators and deputies and
was divided into departments of foreign affairs, treasury,
army, justice, and administration. Thanks to cooperation
between the king and Russian ambassador Otto Stackelberg,
the Council was reformed in 1776 and became an effective
instrument of executive power. Its lower-level officers were
the first domestic cadre of professional state administrators.

Valstybés padalijimg palaiminusiame Seime huvo sudaryta
Nuolatiné taryba (Rada Nieustajgca) = valdyme institucija,
kuri, kaip sieke Sankt Peterburgas, turéjovarzytiStanislovo
Augusto veiklos laisve. Taryba sudaré 36 senatoriaiir
atstovai, kurie posédziavo pirmininkaujamimonarche.
Jaibuve-pavaldiis Uzsienioreikaly; Izdo,Karo Teisingumo
irPolicijos departamentai-1 776 m-karaliausirRusljos
dradarbiavimodéka’

One of the main opposition activists was Crown Grand
Hetman Franciszek Ksawery Branicki, once a trusted
supporter of Stanistaw August. Branicki was particularly
rattled by the decision to take'away control of the army
from the hetmans:Branicki’s mostimportant leverage was
the protectionof Catherine!ll’s powerful favourite, Grigory
Potemkin, which gave the hetman a direct conduit to the
empress.

Vienas pagrindiniy opozicionieriy buvo Lenkijos didysis
etmonas Pranciskus KsaverasBranickis; kadaise didelj
pasitikejima turejes Stanislovo Augusto Salininkas: Branickj
ypac skaudino tai, kad etmonai neteko teisés kontroliuoti
kariuomene. Branickis remési jtakingo Jekaterinos Il favorito
Grigorijaus Potiomkino protekcija, per jj etmonas stengesi
pasiektiimperatore:

Caricature of Catherine, Joseph Il and Frederick Il haggling over a map of Poland while other monarchs watch passively.

Tothe left, tied up and bent over, sits Stanistaw August; “The London Magazine or Gentelman’s Monthly Intelligencer”, 1772, Polona.
Karikatara, kurioje pavaizduoti Jekaterina Il Juozapas|! ir Frydrichas I, besiderantys prie Lenkijos zemélapio 3alia kity pasyviy monarchy,
kairéje puséje suristas ir palinkessediStani Augustas; ,The London i s thiy igencer”,1772 m., Polona.

After early successes, the confederates were defeated by the Russian
army. In the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the confederates were joined
by units led by Great Hetman of Lithuania Michat Kazimierz Ogifski,
but Russian General Aleksander Suvorov won a crushing victory on
23September 1771 at the Battle of Stotowicze. Portrait of Michat
Kazimeirz Ogifiski, Great Hetman of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania,
Joseph Pitschmann, before 1793, National Museum in Warsaw.

Po pradiniy laiméjimy konfederatus jveiké rusy kariuomené. Lietuvos
Didziojoje Kunigaikstystéje prie konfederacijos prisijungé Lietuvos
didsio] i Oginsk iami daliniai,

1771 m. rugsejo 23 d. jvyko misis prie Stoloviciy, kuris baigési
Aleksandro St jamy rusy pergale. Lietuvos didzZioj
etmono Mykolo Kazimiero Oginskio portretas, Joseph Pitschmann,
prie§ 1793 m., Varuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Portrait of Otto Magnus von Stackelberg,

2" half of the 18" century, National Museum in Krakow.
0Oto Magnuso von Stackelbergo portretas, XVII| a.
antroji pusé, Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Portrait of Grigory Potemkin, Reiner Vinkles after an unknown original, before 1800, Polona.
Grigorijaus Potiomkino portretas, Reinier Vinkeles i§ nezinomo originalo, prie3 1800 m,, Polona.
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In 1765, Stanistaw August founded the Cadet Corps, which not only
prepared cadets for military service but also instilled in them the
idea of statehood. Graduates were to be “citizens zealous for [the
Commonwealth’s] fame, for increasing its strength at home and re-
spectabroad, [and] for improving its governance” (Addam Kazimierz

Czartoryski).

Improvement of education was one of the most momentous of
Stanistaw August’s reforms.On 14 October 1773, the sejm, at the king's
request, established the Commission of National Education (Komisja
Edukacji Narodowej - KEN), which reorganised the school system
and curricula. The Commission established communal schools for
all children and district schools for noble children. Students - girls
among them - used pioneering textbooks developed by the Society
for Elementary Books under the leadership of Ignacy Potocki. KEN
schools paid more attention to the natural sciences, mathematics,
and the Polish language than had their predecessors but they con-
tinued to propagate the patriotic education postulated by Konarski.

The king’s brother and later primate - bishop Michat Jerzy Poni-
atowski - served as president of KEN. Another important activist
on the Commission was Hugo Kottataj, the reformer of the Krakow
Academy (later the Jagiellonian University). Vilnius University also
saw changes under KEN's supervision. Both universities (Krakéwand
Vilnius) were also to educate teachers.

Ceremonial induction of ¢ adet Corps; King Stanistaw A

at the Cadet Corps, Jean-Pierre Norblin, circa 1780, Museum of Art in £6dz.

NAUJAS
PILIETIS

1765 m. Stanislovas Augustas jsteigé Riteriy mokykla, kuri ne tik
rengé kadetus karo tarnybai, bet taip pat ugdé valstybinj sgmonin-
guma. Mokyklos absolventai privaléjo biti ,pilieciais, siekianciais
jos [Respublikos] $loves, didinanciais jos vidaus galig ir pagarba i$
iSorés, tobulinanciais valdyma” (Adomas Kazimieras Cartoriskis).

Viena reikSmingiausiy Stanislovo Augusto jgyvendinamy reformy
buvo 3vietimo plétra. Karaliaus iniciatyva 1773 m. spalio 14 d. Sei-
mas jsteigé Nacionaling Edukacine komisija, kuri pertvarke mokykly
sistema ir mokymo programas. Jsteige pradzios mokyklas visiems
vaikamsir paviety mokyklas bajory vaikams. Moksleiviai - taip patir
mergaités - naudojosi novatoriskais vadovéliais, parengtais Vadove-
liy rengimo draugijos, kuriai vadovavo Ignotas Potockis. Edukacinés
komisijos mokyklos kur kas daugiau démesio skyré gamtos moks-
lams, matematikai ir lenky kalbai. Taip pat neuzmirstasir Konarskio
akcentuotas patriotinis aukléjimas.

Nacionalinés Edukacinés komisijos pirmininku tapo karaliaus bro-
lis, véliau primas vyskupas Mykolas Jurgis Poniatovskis. Edukaciné
komisija taip pat reformavo Vilniaus akademija. Vienas Zymiausiy
Krokuvos akademijos veikéju ir reformatoriy buvo Hugo Kolontajus.
Abu universitetai privaléjo taip pat ruosti mokytojus.

Kandidaty priémimo j Riteriy mokykla ceremonija. Karalius Stanislovas Augustas Riteriy mokykloje, Jean Pierre Norblin, apie 1780 m., Lodzés meno muziejus.
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Algebra for national schools, Micha Groll, 1782, The National Library of Poland.

| Algiebradlaszkét narodowych, Michat Groll, 1782 m., Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.

Physics for national schools. Part . Mechanics, Jan Michat Hube, 1792,
The National Library of Poland.

Fizyka dla szkot narodowych. cz. 1. Mechanika, Jan Michat Hube, 1792 m.,
Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.

| Monitor - a periodical used by the Royal court and the Familia to promote among
the nobility their programme of socio-economic reforms, 1769,
The Princes Czartoryski Library.
Monitor - zurnalas, kuriuo karaliaus dvaro ir Familijos socialiniy-ekonominiy pokyciy
programa buvo propaguojama bajorams, 1769 m,, Cartoriskiy biblioteka.

Portrait of Michat Poniatowski, unknown artist from Marcello Bacciarellis studio,
after 1780, National Museum in Krakow.

Michalo Poniatovskio portretas, neZinomas dailininkas, Marcello Bacciarelli dirbtuvés,
P0 1780 m., Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

The headquarters of Cadet Corps, View of the Kazimierz Palace,
Zygmunt Vogel, circa 1785, National Museum in Warsaw.

Kadety korpuso bisting, Kazimiero ramy vaizdas,
Zygmuntas Vogelis, apie 1785 m, Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Anthem of the Cadet Corps (Ignacy Krasicki)

Holy Love of a beloved motherland,

Only noble minds feel you!

For you, bitter poisons are tasty,

For you, bonds and fetters are not shameful.

You add splendour to disability through glorious scars,

You put real pleasures into the mind,

As long as you can be helped, as long as you can be supported, *
Itis no regret to liveiimpoverty, no regret even to die.

Ri_;lﬁfi‘nﬂkyl&}?ﬁiﬁmas (Ignacas Krasickis)

Sventdmeile myllgtai tevynei,
Patiria }t.we tik protai taurs!
Del t&.ves nebaisios nuody taures, 3 e
Irnegeédingi geleZiniai panciai.

- Zdizdy randai del taves tik puosia,

Ir dél taves tikra palaima proto,
Kad tik tau padéjus, tik tave parémus,
Déltaves irvargti, ir numirti verta.

Portrait of Bishop Ignacy Krasicki, Per Krafft the Elder, circa 1768,

National Museum in Krakow.

Vyskupo Ignaco Krasickio portretas, Peras Kraftas Vyresnysis, apie 1768 m.,
Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.
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THE EXPERIMENTS
OF ANTONITYZENHAUS

Antoni Tyzenhaus (1733-85), court treasurer of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, a close associate of Stanistaw August and manager of his
Lithuanian estates, introduced the broadest programme of economic,
cultural, and political reforms in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. His
most notable project was the creation of numerous manufactories
in Grodno and its vicinity. Tyzenhaus improved the management of
royal assets, introduced new methods of cultivation and livestock
breeding, and developed and reorganised cities. Under his influ-
ence,a Lithuanian cadet school, a royal medical school, a botanical
garden, a printing house, and evena ballet school were established.
In the political sphere, Tyzenhaus created a strong and disciplined
royal party in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

ANTANO TYZENHAUZO
EKSPERIMENTAI

Placiausia Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstysteés tikinio, kultdrinio ir
politinio gyvenimo reformos programa jgyvendino LDK rimy izdinin-
kas Antanas Tyzenhauzas (1733-1785), artimas Stanislovo Augusto
bendradarbis ir jo ekonomijy Lietuvoje valdytojas. Garsiausias jo
sumanymas buvo gausiy manufaktiiry jsteigimas Gardineir jo prie-
miestiuose. Tyzenhauzas reformavo karaliskyjy ekonomijy valdyma,
idiegé naujus augalininkystés ir gyvulininkystés metodus, moderni-
zavo ir tvarke miestus. Jovaldymo metu buvo jkurta Lietuvos kadety
mokykla, karaliskoji medicinos mokykla, botanikos sodas, spaustuve
ir net baleto mokykla. Politinéje srityje Tyzenhauzas sukire stiprig
ir drausminga valdovo politine grupuote Lietuvos DidZiojoje Kuni-
gaikstystéje.

T

Approval of the law given to landowners in Paulava in 1769, Franciszek Smuglewicz, 1795, Museum of King Jan IlI's Palace in Wilanow.
Paulavos valstieciams 1769 m. suteikty nuostaty patvirtinimas, Pranciskus Smuglevicius, 1795 m., Karaliaus Jono Ill ramy muziejus Vilianove.

Pawet Ksawery desp h
1797/1798, Museum of King Jan lII's Palace at Wilanow.
Povilas Ksaveras Bzostovskis liadintis dél Paulavos Zlugimo, Francois-Xavier Fabre,
1797/1798 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

ion of Paulava, Frangois Xavier Fabre,

“Grodno Gazette”, issues from 1779, University of Warsaw Library.
,Gardino laikrastis®, 1779 m. numeriai. Varsuvos universiteto biblioteka.

-]

Antoni Tyzenhauz (1733-1785), Jan Rustem, 1819, Polona.

Antanas (1733-1789), 1819m,, Polona.

THE REPUBLIC
OF PAULAVA

Asocio-economicexperiment, unprecedented in Central and Eastern
Europe, was conducted by Pawet Ksawery Brzostowski (1739-1827).
Thisscholar, notary, and referendary of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania,
canon of Vilnius Cathedral and parish priest of Turgiele, established
aself-governing peasant commune, known as the Republic of Paula-
va, in1769. The peasants there were granted personal freedom and
their feudal service obligations were replaced by rent. Those living
off the land gained the opportunity not only to sell their agricultural
products, but also to engage in trade and artisanship.

The Republic of Paulava had a coat of arms, a flag, and a seal. Gov-
ernmentonits territory was exercised by a local administrationand
a bicameral council, while order was maintained by a uniformed
peasantmilitia. In 1784, the community was enriched by a pharmacy
andaprimaryschool,and alocal medicwas employed. Asa popular
joke of the time went, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth actu-
ally consisted of three republics: the Polish, the Lithuanian and the
Paulavian.

Brzostowski’s experiment proved to be profitable - economic pro-
ductivity and peasant and landowner incomes all increased. Most
importantly, a civic awareness was born among the local peasant-
ry, as evidenced by their participation in the uprisings of 1794 and
1830-31.

PAULAVOS
RESPUBLIKA

Povilas Ksaveras Bzostovskis (1739-1827) atliko socialinj ir ekonomi-
nj eksperimenta, neturéjusj precedento Vidurioir Ryty Europoje. Sis
i8silavings Zzmogus, LDK didysis rastininkas ir referendorius, Vilniaus
katedros kanauninkas ir Turgeliy klebonas 1769 m. savo privacio-
je valdoje jkare valstietiskos savivaldos bendruomene - Paulavos
respublika. Valstietiams buvo suteikta asmens laisvé, lazas pakeis-
tas ¢indu. Valstieciai jgijo galimybe ne tik nevarzomai pardavinéti
savo gaminius, bet ir verstis prekyba bei amatais.

Paulavos respublika turéjo savo herba, véliava ir antspauda. Jos
teritorijoje veiké vietiné administracija ir dviejy ramy kanceliarija.
Tvarka palaikeé uniformuota valstieciy milicija. 1784 m. bendruo-
mené turéjo savo vaistine ir pradzios mokykla, taip pat savo felcerj.
Anuomet buvo juokaujama, kad Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje yra trys
respublikos: Lenkijos, Lietuvos ir Paulavos.

Eksperimentas pasiteisino - padidéjo tiek darbo nasumas, tiek vals-
tieciy ir dvaro pajamos. Dar svarbiau, kad augo valstieciy pilietinis
samoningumas, ir tai liudija jy dalyvavimas 1794 m.ir 1830-1831 m.
sukilimuose.
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The years 1787-88 broughtimportant changes in international pol-
itics. Russia, waging wars on two fronts against Turkey and Sweden,
was forced toabandonits active policy towards the Commonwealth.
Under these circumstances, the political leaders of the Polish-Lithu-
anianstate saw an opportunity to pull the country out of stagnation.

At the outset of the 1788 sejm session, Stanistaw August remained
faithful to the Russian alliance, seeing it as the best chance to pro-
tectthe country from another partition. The magnate opposition, led
by Grand Marshal of Lithuania Ignacy Potocki, sought to abolish the
Permanent Council, hand over power to the sejm, and increase the
size of the army. This republican programme was well received by a
society engulfed in a wave of patriotic rapture.

Atthesametime, differences began to emerge between the so-called
patriotic party gathered around Potocki and the Great Hetman of the
Crown, Franciszek Ksawery Branicki. The hetman sought to regain
control over the army. To achieve this, his supporters tried to stir up
fearsamong the nobility that the reforms would limit their privileges.

Ignacy Potocki, Anna Rajecka, 1783/1784, Museum of King Jan I11's Palace in Wilanow.
Ignacas Potockis, Anna Rajecka, 1783/1784 m., Karaliaus Jono Il ramy muziejus Vilianove.

K]
KONSTITUCLIOS

1787-1788 m. jvyko svarbiy tarptautinés politikos pokyciy. Dviem
frontais - su Turkija ir Svedija - kariavusi Rusija buvo priversta atsisa-
kytiaktyvios politikos Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje. Lenkijos ir Lietuvos
valstybés politiniai lyderiai susidariusioje situacijoje jzvelgé realias
galimybes iSvesti $alj i$ sastingio.

Stanislovas Augustas 1788 m. Seimo sesijos pradZioje liko istikimas
sgjungos su Rusija programai, matydamas joje galimybe apsaugoti
valstybe nuo naujo padalijimo. Didiky opozicija, j kurios lyderius
iskilo Lietuvos didysis marsalas Ignotas Potockis, sieké panaikinti
Nuolatine taryba, perduoti valdZia Seimui ir padidinti kariuomene.
Sig respublikoniska programa palankiai priémé patriotinio entuzi-
azmo apimta visuomené.

Tuo pat metu pradéj éti skirtumai tarp apie Potockj susitelku-
siosvadinamosios patriotinés grupuotés ir Lenkijos didZiojo etmono
Pranciskaus Ksavero Branickio. Etmonas noréjo sustiprinti savoval-
dZg kariuomenéje. Kad 3is sumanymas pavykty, etmono $alininkai
stengési suzadinti bajory nuogastavimus, kad reformos pazeis jy
privilegijas.

Detail of the painting Stanistaw Szczesny Potocki with his sons Stanistaw and Jerzy,
Giovanni Battista Lampi, 1788-1790, National Museum in Warsaw.

Stanislovas Feliksas Potockis su sinumis Stanislovu ir Feliksu JeZiu, paveikslo fragmentas,
Giovanni Battista Lampi, 1788-1790 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Stanistaw August hoped that the growing tension between Russia and Turkey would bring an opportunity
toimprove the Commonwealth’s situation. In return for a wartime alliance with Russia, he wanted to gain
Catherine II's approval for reforms and guarantees of his country’s territorial integrity. These proposals
were put forward during a meeting held aboard a galley on the Dnieper River, not far from the border
town of Kaniéw, on 6 May 1787. The Empress, however, would not countenance any reforms. For the next
year, she misled the king and avoided answering his proposals. The Welcoming of Catherine Il to Kaniow
in1787,Jan Bogumit Plersch, circa 1787, Lviv National Art Gallery.
Stanislovas Augustas tikejosi, kad didéjanti Rusijos ir Turkijos santykiy jtampa suteiks ansy pagerinti
ikos padetj. Mainais u dalyvavima kare Rusijos puséje noréjo, kad Jekaterina Il sutikty su

Istybes terit i ztikrinimu. Projektas buvo pateiktas
susitikime galeroje pasienio Dniepre netoli Kanivo 1787 m. geguzés 6 d. Bet imperatoré nenoréjo jokiy
reformuy. Kitais metais ji vedziojo uz nosies Lenkijos karaliy ir vengé atsakyti  jo sialymus. Jekaterinos
i Kanive 1787 m., Janas Bogumilas Plerschas, apie 1787 m., Lvovo nacionaliné meno

Il
galerija.

Fragment of the painting View Of Warsaw From Praga, Bernardo Bellotto known as Canaletto,
1770, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.
Paveikslo Varsuvos vaizdo is F

1770 m., Var3uvos karaliskieji rimai.

,vad. Canaletto,

From the 1740s, Warsaw entered a phase of intensive
development. Its population more than tripled from 30,000
in 1764 t0 115,000 in 1792. The Polish capital hecame

the real political, economic, and cultural centre of the
Commonwealth.

Nuo XVII a. penktojo desSimtmecio Varsuva intensyviai
plétési. Smarkiai padidéjo jos gyventojy skaicius:

nuo 30 tiikstanciy 1764 m. iki 115 tikstanciy 1792 m.
Varsuva tapo tikru Abiejy Tauty Respublikos politiniu,
ekonominiuirkultirinitteentru;
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Seweryn Rzewuski, unknown artist, 2* half of the 18" century, District Museum in Tarnow.
verinas Zevuski XVilla. 1l puse, T i ji
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THE GREAT SEM

The sejm convened in Warsaw in October 1788. An anti-Russian
mood prevailed among the deputies, and deliberations took place
inan atmosphere of heated political dispute, egged on by observers
and the townspeople of Warsaw. These sentiments were picked up
by the patriotic reform party - headed by Ignacy Potocki, Stanistaw
Matachowski, and Hugo Kottataj which enjoyed diplomatic support
from Prussia. The sejm ordered Russian troops to leave Common-
wealth territory and decided to expand thearmy to 100,000 soldiers.
By liquidating the Permanent Council and placing the administrative
bodies overseeing the treasury, the army, diplomacy, and internal af-
fairs under its own supervision, parliament took over as the highest
authority in the country.

Seeing thisasa bid for independence by the Commonwealth, Russian
ambassador Otto Stackelberg urged Stanistaw August to leave War-
saw and deny recognition to the sejm. The king, however, would not
be “separated from the nation” and joined the anti-Russian reformers.

DIDYSIS SEIMAS

Seimas susirinko Varsuvoje 1788 m. spalio ménesj. Tarp atstovy vy-
ravo antirusiskos nuotaikos, 0 posédziai vyko karsty politiniy gincy
atmosferoje, kuria kaitino stebétojai ir Varsuvos gyventojai. Siomis
nuotaikomis, o taip pat Priisijos diplomatine parama, pasiréme pa-
triotiné reformatoriy grupuoté, kuriai vadovavo Ignotas Potockis,
Stanislovas Malachovskis ir Hugo Kolontajus. Seimas nurodé Rusijos
armijai ivykti is Respublikos teritorijos ir nutaré padidinti kariuome-
neiki100takstanciy kariy. Nuolatinés tarybos panaikinimasir admi-
nistraciniy organu, kontroliuojanciy izda, kariuomeneg, diplomatinius
irvidaus reikalus, perdavimas Seimo Zinion reiske, kad parlamentas
perémé auksciausia valdzig valstybéje.

Vertindamas tai kaip Respublikos bandyma tapti nepriklausomai,
Rusijos ambasadorius Oto Stackelbergas jtikinéjo Stanislova Augusta
iSvyktii$ VarSuvos ir nepripaZinti Seimo. Bet karalius nesiryZo ,atsi-
riboti nuo tautos” ir prisijungé prie antirusiskai nusiteikusiy reformy
Salininky.

Stanistaw August at an army review, Jozef Peszka, 18805-1890s, National Museum in Poznari (deposit of the Poznan Society of Friends of Learning).
Stanislovas Augustas karinio parado metu, Juzefas Pe3ka, XVIll a. 9-10 des,, Poznanés nacionalinis muziejus (Poznanés mokslo biciuliy draugijos depozitas).

Billto establish an Army of 100,000 soldiers, 1789, Polona.
Etat nasto tysiecy Woyska Koronnego Y Wielkiego Xiestwa Lit[ewskiego]
Przez Kommissya Woyskowa Oboyga Narodow, 1789 m., Polona.

howski and Kazimierz Nestor Sapi

hals (or heads) of the

i onfederacy, Portrait of
Jozef Peszka, 1790, National Museum in Warsaw.

howski with his staff of office,

falachovskis ir

Seimo konfederacij

sal Juzefas Peska, 1790 m.,

Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Stanistaw August listening to a member of parliament during a Sejm session in Warsaw, 1789,

Daniel Chodowiecki, The National Library of Poland.
Pasiuntinio besil I August;

p
Danielis Chodoveckis, Nacionaliné biblioteka Varsuvoje.

édis Varsuvoje 1789 m.,
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BETWEEN FREEDOM
AND RESPONSIBILITY

Work on shaping a new political system proceeded slowly. Ignacy
Potocki’s republican Draft Bill on the Form of Government, presented
tothesejminAugust 1790, abolished the liberumveto, butsimultane-
ously weakened the power of the king and strengthened the control
of local assemblies, or sejmiki, over parliament.

Debates on the 658-clause draft were protracted. Meanwhile, in the
autumn of 1790, two years had passed since the sejm had first as-
sembled. Inthissituation, the patriotic party, together with the king,
decided to convene sejmiki to elect new deputies and to continue
deliberations alongside the current deputies. These new members
of parliament, largely backers of the king, picked up the legislative
tempo. In response, Potocki decided to strike a compromise with
Stanistaw August.

Thesecret negotiationswere based on the king’s vision of a constitu-
tional monarchy witha strong sovereign. The royal secretary, Scipio-
ne Piattoli, acted as the intermediary in Potocki’s consultations with
Stanistaw August. Stanistaw Matachowski and Hugo Kottataj also
participated in the talks. The latter edited a compromise draft, and
the constitution’s authors decided to rush throughiits ratification in
one session to avoid lengthy debate on each point.

TARP LAISVES IR
ATSAKOMYBES

Naujos santvarkos formavimo darbai judéjo létai. 1790 m. rugpjitj
Respublikos Seimui pateiktas Projektas valdymo formai pataisyti,
kurio autorius buvo Ignotas Potockis, naikino liberum veto, bet tuo
pat metu silpnino karaliaus valdzia ir stiprino seimeliy galimybes
kontroliuoti Seima.

Debatai dél projekto, kurj sudaré 658 punktai, uzsitese. O tuo tarpu
1790 m.rudenjsukako dveji metai nuo Seimo darbo pradzios. Tokioje
situacijoje patriotiné grupuoté su karaliumi nusprendé susaukti sei-
melius, iSrinkti naujus atstovus ir testi svarstymus dvigubos sudéties
parlamente. Nauji Seimo nariai, kuriy daugelis buvo palankds kara-
liui, paspartino darby tempa. Tokioje situacijoje Potockis ryZosi eiti
i kompromisa su Stanislovu Augustu.

Slapty deryby objektu buvo karaliaus projektas, atspindintis jo kons-
titucinés monarchijos sustipria valdovo valdzia vizija. Potockio pasi-
tarimams su Stanislovu Augustu tarpininkavo karaliaus sekretorius
Scipione Piattolis. Derybose taip pat dalyvavo Stanislovas Mala-
chovskis ir Hugo Kolontajus. Pastarasis suredagavo kompromisine
teksto versija. Siekdami iSvengti ilgy debaty dél kiekvieno punkto,
Konstitucijos kiiréjai nutaré patvirtinti jg vienos sesijos metu.

I the Constitution at the Royal Castle in Warsaw 3.05.1791; Johann Friedrich Bolt after a drawing by Gustav Taubert, 1792, University of Warsaw Library,
Stanislovo Augusto priesaika Konstitucijai Varsuvos karaliskojoje pilyje 17910503, Johann Friedrich Bolt, pagal Gustavo Tauberto piesinj; 1792 m, Var$uvos universiteto biblioteka

Scipione Piattoli, Joseph Grassi, before 1818, Wikipedia.
Scipione Piattoli, Joseph Grassi, prie3 1818, Wikipedia.

Engravings for sale, detail of Miodowa Street, a painting by

Bernardo Bellotto known as Canaletto, 1777, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.
Parduodami raiziniai, paveikslo Miodova gatvé fr

Bernardo Bellotto: vad_.Eﬂ\_is'lett!: JVar:

"//‘H"" 0

| e B i LG —
development for political journalism and the publishing
industry. In 1790, one of Poland’s first modern newspapers,
the “National and Foreign Gazette”, was founded. The
unofficial organ of the patriotic party, it quickly became
popular thanks to its form and content.

DidzZiojo Seimo laikotarpis buvo neregéto politinés
publicistikos ir spaudos plétojimosi metas. 1790 m. jkurtas
naujos formos ir turinio ,Tautinis ir uzsienio laikrastis”
greitai i$populiaréjo. Sis periodinis leidinys buvo neoficialus
patriotinés grupuotés organas.

“National and Foreign Gazette”, n0.37,7.05.1791, University of Warsaw Library.
Gazeta Narodowa i Obca", Nr. 37,179105 07, VarSuvos universiteto biblioteka.

s Ne XXXV, o
GAZETA NARODOWA; b ()B('Z'Af’f.5

St 5
ine iz & fudio, THOrE Coufas procal Kah 3

edenhima syttt pepas” P
Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz as a Livonian

member of during the Great Sejm,

J6zef Weyssenhoff -parliamentary deputy and

publicist, nember of the patriotic faction, co-founder

Franciszek Ksawery Olexifski, 1795, of the Association of Friends of the Governance Act, co-

National Museum in Warsaw. editor of the “National and Foreign Gazette”, unknown

Julianas Ursynas Niemcevicius kaip Livonijos author, late 18th century, National Museum in Krakéw.
ey oy e

Juzefas Vei inysir publicistas,
patriotinés grupuotés atstovas, vienas Valdymo
konstitucijos biciuliy draugijos steigéjy, vienas
,Tautinio ir uzsienio laikras¢io” redaktoriy,
nezinomas autorius, XVIll a. pabaiga,
Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

FranciSekas Ksaveras Oleksinskis, 1795 m,
Var3uvos nacionalinis muziejus.
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HAIL, THE DAWN,
OF MAY

Supporters of the constitution convened the sejm on May 3¢, taking
advantage of the absence of many members of parliament opposed to
the Governance Actwho had not yet returned from the Easter break.
Theofficial reason for organising the session were foreign dispatches
concerning the possible partition of the Commonwealth, whichwere
to be read to deputies and senators. About 100 parliamentarians in-
itiated into the plot were ready to support the constitution. Approx-
imately 30 were opposed. The stance of the other 50 was unknown.

Supporters of the constitution packed the gallery of the Senate Cham-
ber in the Royal Castle to put pressure on opposition deputies. Be-
fore noon, members of parliament began to arrive, passing through
acrowd of townspeople and the armed royal guard. The atmosphere
was nervous and expectant, and became further heated when dip-
lomatic communications about plans for the partition were read.

ember of parliament, Jan Suchorzewski of Kalisz, was

ith shouts. When Ignacy Potocki asked the king ifand
howthe partition could be prevented, Stanistaw August mentioned the
GovernanceActand the need to adopt it quickly. The debate dragged
on until late after| nd might have gone on for much longer
had it not been for the marshal (or speaker) of the sejm Stanistaw
Matachowski. Whe| king raised his hand to speak, Matachowski
silenced the room, shouting “The king is taking the oath!” Once the
king had sworn the oath, deputies rushed to offer congratulations,
and thenwent to the collegiate church of St. John (today’s cathedral)
to complete the ceremony.

ARSI« TR

BUK PASVEIKINTA,
GEGUZES ZVAIGZDELE...

Konstitucijos Salininkai susaukeé Seima geguzés 3 diena, pasinau-
dodami tuo, kad dar nebuvo dalies priesisky ,Valdymo jstatymui”
atstovy, kurie nebuvo grize po velykinés pertraukos. Oficialia dings-
timi suSaukti sesija tapo i$ uzsienio gauta depesa apie Respublikos
padalijima, ja buvo ketinama paskelbti pasiuntiniams ir senato-
riams. Mazdaug Simtas informuoty apie intriga parlamentary buvo
pasirenge pritarti Konstitucijai. Apie trisdesimt buvo pries. Apie kity
penkiasdesimties pozitirj nebuvo Zinoma.

| Karaliskosios pilies Senatoriy salés galerija susirinke Konstitucijos
Salininkai sieke uztikrinti vieSuma, kuri daryty spaudima posédzio
dalyviams. Prie3 vidudienj besirenkantys parlamentarai &jo pro mies-
tieciy minia ir ginkluota karaliskaja gvardija. Viepatavo nervinga,
laukimo kupina atmosfera, kuri dar labiau jkaito perskaicius depesas
apie planuojama Respublikos padalijima.

Protestavusj Kaliso pasiuntinjJang SuchoZzevskjsusirinkusieji nustel-
bésiiksniais. Kai Ignotas Potockis paklause karaliy, ar ir kaip galima
uzbégti uz akiy padalijimui, $is uzsiminé apie ,Valdymo jstatyma" ir
batinuma jj greitai priimti. Debatai tesési iki vélyvos popietés, ir ne-
Zinia, kiek dar bty truke, jeigu ne marsalo Stanislovo Malachovskio
gudrybé. Kai karalius, norédamas pasisakyti pakélé ranka, marsalas
nutildé sale susukes:, Karalius prisiekia!“ Po priesaikos atstovai puolé
sveikinti, 0 po to patrauké j Sv. Jono baznytia (Siandiene arkikatedra)
uzbaigti ceremonijos.

@

The adoption of the Constitution of the 3" of May, Kazimierz Wojniakowski after Jean-Pierre Norblin, 1806, National Museum in Warsaw.
Geguzes 3-iosios Konstitucijos priémimas, Kazimieras Voiniakovskis, pagal Jean-Pierre‘a Norblin, 1806 m, Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus

The first page from the original manuscript of the Governance Act,
1791, Central Archive of Historical Records.

Pirmas Valdymo jstatymo rankrastio originalo puslapis,
1791 m, Vyriausiasis senyjy akty archyvas Varuvoje.

JanSuchorzewski was one of the Sejm’s most distinctive figures: an old-fashioned gentry conservative
and one of the most active speakers in parliament, he supported the patriotic faction in attacks on
Russia and the Permanent Council. However, the Kalisz MP’s breach from the reform faction ultimately
led him to Saint Petersburg - where he became one of the first Targowica confederates. Portrait of Jan
Suchorzewski, unknown author, reproduction taken from: Tadeusz Korzon, Internal History of Poland
under Stanistaw August

Janas Suchozevskis buvo viena ryskesniy Seimo asmenybiy: konservatorius i seny bajory, vienas
aktyviausiy seimo kalbétojy, remes patriotine grupuote puolant Rusija ir Nuolatine taryba. Bet
atsiskyrimas nuo reformy stovyklos nuvede j j Peterburga - Kaliso pasiuntinys tapo vienu pirmujy
Targovicos konfederacijos dalyviy. Jano Suchozevskio portretas, nezinomo autoriaus, reprodukcija é:
Tadeusz Korzon, Wewnetrzne dzieje Polski za Stanistawa Augusta.

The swearing of an oath on the May 3“ Constitution by Sejm Marshal (or Speaker)
Stanistaw Matachowski, Jean-Pierre Norblin, after 1801, The Royal Castle in Warsaw
(deposit of the Ciechanowiecki Family Collection).

Seimo marsalo Stanislovo Malachovskio priesaika GeguZés 3-iosios Konstitucijai, Jean-Pierre Norblin,
01801 m, Varsuvos karaliskoji pilis (Ciechanoveckiy fondo rinkiniy depozitas).

‘ ‘ The castle stairs, even the courtyard, were jammed
with people waiting impatiently for the moment when
the holy law on which they based their sweetest hopes
would be proclaimed.

[Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz]

Polish ladies[..] are beginning to imitate Frenchwomen
by getting involved in[..] state affairs. Before long, they 'Y
willwant to become lawmakers, that is, members of
the sejm, as they already are in the unofficial sense, as
for entire sessions they perch in the gallery, signalling
to their confidants among the deputies and senators,

with smiles or frowns what pleases or displeases them.

[Jedrzej Kitowicz, Memoirs or a History of Poland)

Pilies laiptai, net ir kiemas buvo sausakimsi Zmoniy,
nekantriai laukusiy, kol ateis akimirka Siiksniais
pasveikinti ta Sventa jstatyma, su kuriuo jie siejo savo
saldziausias viltis.

[Julianas Ursynas Niemcevigius]

Lenky damos [..] pradeda sekti pranctizy motery '
pavyzdziu, dométis [..| valstybes reikalais. Jos po i
truputj panores tapti jstatymy leidéjomis, taiyra PRUC
atstovemis seime, nors ir taip jomis, nors neoficialiai, S
yra, nes kitos per visas sesijas sédi seimo salés

loZéje, rodo zenklus savo patikétiniams atstovams ir
senatoriams lipy Sypsenomis arba raukdamos kaktas,

kas joms patinka, o kas nepatinka.

[Jendaejus Kitovicius,Atsiminimai, arba Lenkijos istorija]
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A NEW STATE

All power in civil society should be derived from the will of the people
[..] Three distinct powers shall compose the government of the Polish
nation ..}, viz. legislative power in the States assembled, executive
power of the King and the Council of Inspection, juridical power in
Jurisdictions existing.

The Diet, or the Legislative Power

The majority of votes shall decide everything, and everywhere; there-
fore we abolish, and utterly annihilate, liberum veto, all sorts of
confederacies and confederate Diets, as contrary to the spirit of the
present constitution, as undermining the government, and as being
ruinous to society.

Members of parliament were to be elected every twoyears and could
be summoned to multiple sessions. Laws were to be passed by the
chamber of deputies, with the Senate, chaired by the king, having the
right to veto, which would suspend the law until parliament’s next
term. On urgent matters, both houses voted together.

The King, or Executive Power

The most perfect government cannot exist or last without an effec
tual executive power [..]. Having experienced the fatal effects of in-
terregna, periodically subverting government[..] and being desirous
of preventing forever all foreign influencel..] we have, from prudent
motives, resolved to adopt hereditary succession.

The GovernanceActabolished royal elections, whichwerereplaced
by a hereditary monarchy. The elector of Saxony, Frederick August of
the Wettin dynasty, was designated as next in the line of succession
to the childless Stanistaw August.

Executive power was vested in the king and the Custodial Council of
the Law, composed of five ministers. Lower in the government hier-
archy were commissions for education, home affairs, the army, and
the treasury. Both members of the Council and commission officials
could be dismissed by a two-thirds majority of the joint chambers of
parliament. Thanks to this provision, the legislative branch exercised
control over the executive.

Judicial Power

Judicial power is incompatible with the legislative, nor can be ad-
ministered by the King, therefore tribunals and magistratures ought
tobeestablished and elected. It ought to have a local existence, that
every citizen should knowwhere to seek justice, and every transgres-
sor candiscern the hand of national government.

NAUJA VALSTYBE

Visa Zmoniy visuomenes valdZia kyla is tautos valios. [..] Lenky tau-
tos valdyma turisudaryti trys valdZios: jstatymy leidZiamoji valdZia
- Seime, auksciausioji vykdomoji valdZia - karaliuje ir Sargyboje ir
teisminé valdZia - jurisdikcijose.

Seimas, arba jstatymy leidZziamoji valdzia

Viskas irvisur turi bati sprendZiamabalsy dauguma; dél to liberum
veto, bet kokios risies konfederacijas ir konfederacinius seimus kaip
priestaraujancius Sios konstitucijos dvasiai, valdymq griaunancius,
visuomene ardancius panaikiname visiems laikams.

Atstovy rimy nariai turéjo biiti renkami kas dvejus metus su gali-
mybe Saukti atstovus j sesijas. Jstatymus priimdavo atstovy rimai, o
karaliui vadovaujant posédziaves senatas turéjo teise vetuoti, tai yra
sustabdyti jstatyma iki kitos kadencijos. Dél neatidéliotiny reikaly
abeji rimai balsuodavo kartu.

Karalius, vykdomoji valdzia

Joks tobuliausias valdymas negali biti be veiksmingos vykdomosios
valdZios. [..] Bekaralmeciais patirtos nelaimés, periodiskai griau-
nancios valdyma, pareigal..] visiems laikams uzkirsti keliq uZsienio
valstybiy jtakail..] paskatino misy jzvalgumq atiduoti Lenkijos sostq
pagal paveldéjimo teise.

,Valdymo jstatymas” panaikino valdovo rinkimus, o juos pakeité
paveldima monarchija. Palikuoniy neturéjusio Stanislovo Augusto
ipédiniu turéjo tapti Saksonijos kurfiurstas i$ Vetiny dinastijos Fry-
drichas Augustas.

Vykdomoji valdzia priklausé karaliui ir Jstatymy sargybai, kuria su-
daré penki ministrai. Zemiau hierarchijoje atsidaré vyriausybinés
Edukacijos, Policijos, Karo ir 1zdo komisijos. Ir Sargybos nariai, ir ko-
misijoms vadovaujantys pareigiinai galéjo bati atSaukiami abiejy
parlamento riimy 2/3 balsy dauguma. Taip Seimas vykdé vykdomo-
sios valdZios kontrole.

Teisminé valdzia

Teisminé valdzia negali baiti vykdoma nei jstatymy leidZiamosios
valdZios, nei karaliaus, o tik iam tikslui jsteigty ir iSrinkty magis-
tratiiry. Ji privalo biiti vietose tokia stipri, kad kiekvienas Zmogus

arti saves rasty teisingumq, kad nusikaltes visur matyty vir$ saves
grésmingq krasto valdymo rankg.

P a0 o0
o i

Medal commemorating the May 3¢ Constitution, Johann Georg Holtzhey, 1791,
National Museum in Krakow/ The Princes Czartoryski Museum.

Geguzes 3-iosi ituci i dalis, Johann Georg Holtzhey, 1791 m.,
Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus / Kunigaikiciy Cartoriskiy muziejus.

Sejmikin a church, Jean-Pierre Norblin, 1809,

National Museum in Krakéwy/ The Princes Czartoryski Museum.
Seimelis baznycioje, Jean-Pierre Norblin, 1809 m.,

Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus / Kunigaiksciy Cartoriskiy muziejus.

Sejmikin front of a church, 1790, Jean-Pierre Norblin,

National Museum in Krakow/ The Princes Czartoryski Museum.
Seimelis prie baznycios, 1790 m., Jean Pierre Norblin,

Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus / Kunigaiksciy Cartoriskiy muziejus.

Anallegory of Stanistaw August's reign and the Constitution of the 3 of May depicts an overcoming
of the biggest flaws of the Commonwealth: anarchy, faction’s spirit, prejudices, election (diamond)
and achievements of the new order: honour, glory, security, force (circle), riedrich John,

«.1791, The National Library of Poland.

Abiejy Tauty Respublikos trikumy - anarchijos, partiskumo, prietary, renkamo sosto (rombas) -
jveikima ir - glovés, saugumo, jé pasiekima, Friedrichas Johnas,
1791 m,, Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.
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(& & PERSUADED THAT OUR COMMON FATE DEPENDS & & MUSY VISU LIKIMAS PRIKLAUSO VIEN TIK

ENTIRELY UPON THE ESTABLISHING AND

RENDERING PERFECT A NATIONAL CONSTITUTION

[..1. FREE FROM THE DISGRACEFUL SHACKLES
OF FOREIGN INFLUENCE, PRIZING MORE THAN
LIFE, AND EVERY PERSONAL CONSIDERATION,
THE POLITICAL EXISTENCE, EXTERNAL

INDEPENDENCE, AND INTERNAL LIBERTY OF THE

NATION L...] WE DO SOLEMNLY ESTABLISH THE
PRESENT CONSTITUTION.

Nobility and Landowners

Articlell of the GovernanceAct, entitled “Nobilityand Landowners”,
indicated a fundamental change in the definition of the ruling class.
Effectively, it excluded from political life the landless nobility who
could easily be corrupted by magnates. This change was sanctioned
by the law on sejmiki of 24 March 1791, which is referred to in the
GovernanceAct.

Towns Citizens

The townspeople of royal cities had been demanding systemic re-
forms since the beginning of the Great Sejm. On the 2" of December
1789, during the so-called “Black procession”, they handed over their
demandsto the king. The draft law on cities was submitted to parlia-
ment in the spring of 1791, setting off a stormy debate and drawing
opposition from the conservative part of the nobility. It was finally
adopted inanamended version on the 18" of April 1791. The burghers
of the royal cities gained the right to hold office and buy land, which
entailed the possibility of ennoblement, and thus - the acquisition
of political rights (Article I1l of the Governance Act).

Peasants Villagers

This agricultural class of people, the most numerous in the nation,
consequently forming the most considerable part of its force, from
whose hands flows the source of our wealth, we receive under the
protection of national law and government.

Article IV of the constitution brought peasants into the nation, but
guaranteed them little in return. True, contractual obligations be-
tween landowners and peasants were to come under government
protection, but this applied only to future agreements. Obligations
that pre-dated the constitution’s ratification were not covered by
guarantees.

Commemorative ribbon, 1791, National Museum in Krakéw.
Atminimo kaspinas, 1791 m., Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

KROL z NARODEM,
NAROD z KROLEM,

Announcement of the Constitution of the 3 of May, unknown artist, 1794, Museum of Warsaw.
GeguZés 3-iosi itucij i Zi dailininkas, 1794 m,, Varsi

NUO TAUTOS KONSTITUCLOS [VEDIMO R
ISTOBULINIMO L.1. LAISVI NUO ZEMINANCIY
SVETIMOS PRIEVARTOS REIKALAVIMU,
LABIAUUZ GYVYBE, UZ ASMENINE LAIME
BRANGINDAMI POLITINE EGZISTENCUA IR
TAUTOS ISORINE NEPRIKLAUSOMYBE BEI
VIDINE LAISVE L] SUDIDZIAUSIA DVASIOS
TVIRTYBE PRIMAME SIA KONSTITUCIA.

Bajorai Zemvaldziai

,Valdymo jstatymo” antro straipsnio pavadinimas liudija, kad pakito
bajorijos samprata. Jisreiské, kad s politinio gyvenimo alinami tie,
kurie neturéjo Zemes ir galéjo bati didiky papirkinéjami. Bezemés
bajorijos isstdimima i$ politinio gyvenimo sankcionavo 1791 m. kovo
24d.seimeliy jstatymas, kuriuo remési ,Valdymo jstatymas".
Miestai ir miestieciai

Karaliskyjy miesty miestieciai nuo DidZiojo Seimo pradzios reika-
lavo santvarkos reformy. 1789 m. gruodzio 2 d. vadinamosios ,,juo-
dosios procesijos” dalyviai jteiké karaliui savo postulatus. Jstatymas
dél miesty pradétas svarstyti 1791 m. pavasarj ir sukélé audringus
debatus bei konservatyviosios bajory dalies pasipriesinima. Galop
1791 m.balandzio 18d. buvo priimta kompromisiné joversija. Kara-
liskujy miesty miestieciai gavo teise eiti pareigas ir jgyti zemes, kas
teike galimybes jgyti bajoryste ir gauti politines teises (,Valdymo
jstatymo” Ill straipsnis).

Valstieciai valscionys

Zmones Zemdirbius, i$ kuriy ranky tryk$ta gausiausia krasto turty

versmé ir kuriesudaro didZiausiq tautos gyventoju dali[..], priimame
[statymo ir krasto valdymo globon.

Konstitucijos IV straipsnis jtrauké valstiecius j tauta, bet suteiké jiems
nedaug garantiju. Tiesa, valstieciy santykius su Zemvaldziais turéjo
globoti valdzia, bet tai buvo taikoma tik tiems susitarimams, kurie
turéjo bati sudaryti ateityje. Iki Konstitucijos jsigaliojimo nustatyty
ipareigojimy garantijos neaprépé.

VIVAT KROL.

¥ VIVAT NAROD, '

Stanistaw August in a crown and monarch’ of the May Act Nova Lex

to representatives of all estates, Allegory of the Constitution's adoption, unknown author,

after 3.05.1791, National Museum in Krakow/The Princes Czartoryski Museum.

Stanislovas Augustas su kariina ir monarcho apdarais jteikia visy luomuy atstovams Geguzés jstatymo
st Lex, Konstitucijos priemimo alegorija, nezi torius, po 17910503,

ija,
Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus / Kunigaiksciy Cartoriskiy muziejus.

Apeasant at work and A female peasant of Samogitia, Jean-Pierre Norblin, 1817/1818,
The National Library of Poland.

Dirbantis valstietis ir Zemaiciy valstieté, Jean Pierre Norblin, 1817/1818 m.,
Nacionaline biblioteka Varsuvoje.

Fidis Manibus ring [“For faithful hands"], given to those especially distinguished in work
onthe May 3 Constitution, 1791/1792, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.
Ziedas Fidis Manibus [, Jstiki ] teil Enusi
[konstitucijos], 1791/1792 m., Variuvos karaliskoji pilis.

él Geguzés 3-iosios

Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos alegorija, Danielis Chodoveckis, 1792 m, Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.
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May 3 Constutution
with the inscription:
Constitution of the
3rof May Year 1791/
The Nation with

the king, the king
with the nation and
Stanistaw August's
monogram, National
Museum in Krakow.
Geguzés -iosios
Konstitucijos laiky
karininko kardas
suinskripcija

1791 m. geguzés
3Konstitucija/
Tauta su karaliumi,
karalius su tauta ir
Stanislovo Augusto
monograma,
Krokuvos
nacionalinis
muziejus.

Anofficer'ssabre
from the time of the

Nobles in regional dress, unknown rtist, 19" century, The Regional Museum in Rzeszw.

KONSTITUCIJA

THE MUTUAL
ASSURANCE OF

THE TWO NATIONS

Having before our eyes a glorious, and to both
nations, veryworthy union and community|...], we
enactthisone, universal, inseparable Governance
Act to serve the whole of our nation, the Polish
Crown and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

The May 3" Constitution was adopted through a
compromise. Radical republicans agreed not to
oppose a constitutional monarchy, while support-
ers of a unitary state accepted the arguments of
those defending the Grand Duchy of Lithuania as
aseparateentity. Animportantroleinthe talkson
preserving the dual Polish-Lithuanian character
of the Commonwealth was played by Kazimierz
Nestor Sapieha, marshal of the Lithuanian Con-
federation.

The postulates of Lithuanian envoys were unan-
imously adopted in the Mutual Assurance of the
Two Nations, a resolution passed by the sejm on the
20" of October 1791, which “by the joint consent
of both nations, the Polish Crown and the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania”, reaffirmed the existence of a
bipartite Commonwealth comprised of the King-
dom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

Lithuanians were to make up half of the Armyand
the Treasury Commission, as well as a third of the
Police Commission. Representatives of the Polish
Crown and Duchy of Lithuania were to alternately
preside over the Military and Treasury Commis-
sions. The Polish Crown and the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania thus became equal political partners.

Bajorai vaivadijy mundurais, nezinomas dailininkas, XIX a., Zesuvo apskrities muziejus.

ABIEJY TAUTUY

TARPUSAVIO
IZADAS

Turédami pries akis garbingq ir abiem tautoms
labai pritinkanciq sqjungq ir bendrijq [..] nuta-
riame: turime vieng bendrq ir vieningq ,Valdymo
istatymq”, tarnaujantj visai misy valstybei, Len-
kijos Karainaiir Lietuvos DidZiajai Kunigaikstystei.

Geguzés 3 d. Konstitucija buvo priimta kompro-
miso keliu: radikalds respublikonai nesipriesino
konstitucinés monarchijos jvedimui, o unitarinés
valstybés salininkai nusileido Lietuvos DidZiosios
Kunigaikstystés atskirumo gynéjy jtikinéjimui.
Ypatinga vaidmenjderybose dél Lenkijosir Lietu-
vos dualizmo jtvirtinimo suvaidino Lietuvos kon-
federacijos seimo marsalas Kazimieras Nestoras
Sapiega.

Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés atstovy sie-
kiai buvo jgyvendinti 1791 m. spalio 20 d. Seimui
vienbalsiai priémus Abiejy Tauty tarpusavio jzado
istatyma, kuris ,bendrai sutikus abiem - Lenkijos
Karinos ir Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystes -
tautoms” jteisino modifikuota dvinare Lenkijos
karalysteés ir Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés
Respublika.

Lietuviai turéjo sudaryti puse 1zdo ir Karo komisijy
bei trecdalj Policijos komisijos nariy. Karo ir Izdo
komisijoms paeiliui turéjo pirmininkauti Lietuvos
ir Lenkijos atstovai. Lenkijos karalysté ir Lietuvos
Didzioji Kunigaikstyste tapo lygiaverciais politi-
niais partneriais.

W Pad ol

Portrait of Kazimierz Nestor Sapieha, Jozef Peszka, circa. 1791, National Museum in Warsaw.
Kazimiero Nestoro Sapiegos portretas, Juzefas Peska, apie 1791 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Sejmikina church, Jean-Pierre Norblin, 1808, Kérnik Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences.
Seimelis baznycioje, Jean Pierre Norblin, 1808 m., Lenkijos moksly akademijos Kurniko biblioteka.

(e 50 S fage_

PR
A G
aseseine (g Narddons

Originalmanuscript of the Mutual Assurance of the Two Nations, Central Archive of Historical Records.
Abiejy Tauty tarpusavio iZado originalas, Vyriausiasis senujy akty archyvas Variuvoje.
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CONSTITUTION
AND SOCIETY

InFebruary1792, local assemblies (sejmiki) throughout the Common-
wealth gathered to elect judges to the tribunals. The constitution’s
supporters used this opportunity to test the attitude of the nobility
towards the Governance Act passed on the 3" of May.

Most of the local assemblies supported the new law. Some sejmiki
swore on the constitution, while others professed their loyalty or
thanked the authors of the new law. Only about one in ten of the as-
semblies refused to take a position, passing over the matter insilence.
Thestrongest backing for the Governance Act was shownin the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania, where every sejmiki agreed to the constitution.
Supportwas less unanimous in the Polish Crown lands. Shortly after
its publication, the document was translated into Lithuanian. This s
thefirsttextof such historical significance in the Lithuanian language
that has survived until today.

The nobility, which had acquired a reputation for anarchy and indif-
ferenceto the flaws of the political system, almost completely altered
its views during the 30 year reign of Stanistaw August. The vision of
a model citizen brought up according to Stanistaw Konarski's edu-
cational programme was transformed from a misty ideal into a tan-
giblereality. The process of drafting the Constitution reconciled old
opponents. Besides the king, even some former participants in the
Bar Confederacy took part, among them Adam Stanistaw Krasinski
and the grand hetman of Lithuania, Michat Kazimierz Oginiski.

N

ju]
Hazenpot

Telsze Szawl
() zawle
[ J

KONSTITUCUA
IR VISUOMENE

1792 m. vasario mén. visoje Respublikoje susirinko seimeliai, kurie
turéjoisrinkti tribunoly teiséjus. Konstitucijos 3alininkai pasinaudojo
Sia proga, kad jvertinty bajorijos pozidrj j geguzés 3 d. priimta ,Val-
dymo jstatyma".

Dauguma seimeliy parémé naujajj jstatyma. Dalis jy prisieké Kons-
titucijai, kiti iSreiske istikimybe arba padékojo naujojo jstatymo au-
toriams. Tik kas desimtas seimelis Konstitucija nutyléjo. Didesnio
palaikymo nei Lenkijoje ,Valdymo jstatymas” susilauké Lietuvos
DidZiojoje Kunigaikstystéje, ¢ia Konstitucijai pritareé visi seimeliai.
Netrukus po jo paskelbimo dokumentas buvo iSverstas j lietuviy
kalba. Tai pirmas tokio lygio politinis tekstas lietuviy kalba, islikes
iki msy dieny kaip lietuviy kalbos paminklas.

Per30Stanislovo Augusto vie$patavimo mety anarchiska, Respublikos
ydy nepaisanti bajorija beveik visiskai pakeité savo pazidras. Naujas
pilietis, suformuotas pagal Stanislovo Konarskio programa, i$ sun-
kiai pasiekiamo idealo virto tikrove. Konstitucijos kiirimo procesas
suvienijo buvusius priesininkus. Jame 3alia karaliaus dalyvavo taip
patir buve Baro konfederacijos dalyviai, be kity, Kameneco vyskupas
Adamas Stanislavas Krasinskis ir LDK etmonas Mykolas Kazimieras
Oginskis.
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Sejmiki’s reaction to the Constitution of 3¢ May; reproduction taken from:
Wojciech Szczygielski, Referendum trzeciomajowe. Sejmiki lutowe 1792 roku..
Seimeliy pozicija dél Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos, Zemélapis is:

Wojciech Szczygielski, Referendum trzeciomajowe. Sejmiki lutowe 1792 roku.
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Coats of arms of Siauliy and Retowa confirmed by privileges of Stanistaw August,

Siauliy ir Rietavo miesty herbai patvirtinti Stanislovo Augusto privilegijomis.
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Lithuanian Metrica, no. 556 (The Book of Public Affairs, nr 35).

Lietuvos Metrika, kn. 556 (Vie3ujy reikaly knyga 35).
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Manuscript of the May 3" Constituition translated to Lithuanian,
The Library of the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Polish Academy of Sciences.

Geguzeés 3-iosios Konstitucijos rankrastis lietuviy kalba,
Lenkijos moksly akademijos biblioteka Krokuvoje.

‘ ‘ Gathered together[..] in agreement, united,
unanimous, we raised our hands and solemnly swore
before God and homeland that we would defend
the Governance Law [..] enacted by the current
parliament, as well as our country’s entire territory,
with all of our human strength. [Grodno sejmik]

Especially fervent in the presence of God, we
unanimously and without contradiction swore

an oath to the Constitution of the 3" of May 1791,
pledging to defend it, even at the cost of shedding our
blood or losing our lives and property. [Chetm sejmik]

The Governance Act of the Third and Fifth of May
of the past year [..] we accept as valid, and legally
binding. [Troki sejmik]

Visi susirinkusieji [..] sutartinai, neatskiriamai,
vieningai iStieséme rankas j VieSpatj, iskilmingai
prisiekéme Jo akivaizdoje masy Tévynei, kad visomis
Zmogaus jégomis vykdysime tame Seime priimta
,Valdymo jstatyma” ir ginsime jo nepazeidziamuma
lygiai taip pat, kaip ir krasto vientisuma (Gardino
seimelis).

Ypatingai jkvépti Viespaciui dalyvaujant, be
maziausiy gincy vienbalsiai prisiekéme pragéjusiais
1791 metais GeguZés tre€iaja priimtai Konstitucijai,
taip pat ginti ja praliedami krauja ir skirdami tam
savo turtus (Chelmo seimelis).

Praéjusiy mety Geguzeés treciosios ir penktosios
,Valdymo jstatyma”[..] laikome teisétu ir galiojanciu
(Traky seimelis).

Supporters of the constitution gathered around a Freedom monument,

inspired by the famous print by Franciszek Smuglewicz, A social gathering in the park,
Kazimierz Wojniakowski, 1797, National Museum in Warsaw.

Konstitucijos Salininky grupelé prie Laisvés paminklo, kuris sukurtas pagal garsy
Pranciskaus Smugleviciaus piesinj; Biciuliy susirinkimas parke, Kazimieras
Voiniakovskis, 1797 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.
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OPINIONS ABOUT
THE CONSTITUTION

The adoption of the May 3" Constitution resonated widely in Europe. The for-
eign press praised the new political system’s advantages and the peaceful
way in which it was introduced. For many thinkers - especially the English
conservative philosopher Edmund Burke - the events in the Commonwealth
were a positive example of change to set against the French Revolution and
the Jacobin Reign of Terror. The Commonwealth’s peaceful revolution was
judged differently by the rulers of neighbouring powers, who were not pleased
atthe prospect of a stronger Polish-Lithuanian state.

We have seen anarchy and servitude at once removed, a throne strengthened
forthe protection of the people, without trenching on their liberties; all foreign
cabal banished, by changing the crown from elective to hereditary [..] Not
one man incurred loss or suffered degradation. All, from the king to the day
labourer, were improved in their condition. Everything was kept in its place
and order; but in that place and order everything was bettered.

[Edmund Burke,
AnAppeal from the New to the Old Whigs, 1791]

KONSTITUCLIOS
VERTINIMAI

Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priemimas sukélé platy atgarsj Europoje. Uz-
sienio spauda deramai jvertino ne tik naujos santvarkos pranasumus, bet ir
taiky jos jvedimo biida. Anot daugelio mastytojy - ypa¢ Edmundo Burkeo,
- jvykiai Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje buvo pozityvus poky¢iy pavyzdys Pran-
ciizijos revoliucijos ir jakobiny teroro fone. Kitaip revoliucija Respublikoje
vertino kaimyniniy valstybiy valdovai, kuriy nedziugino Lenkijos ir Lietuvos
valstybés sustipréjimo perspektyvos.

Pamatéme, kaip tuo pat metu Salinama anarchija ir vergiskumas, stiprina-
mas sostas dél visuomenés apsaugos, nepaZeidziant jos laisviy, Salinant bet
kokias svetimas intrigas, pakeiciant karaliaus renkamumg paveldéjimu.
[..] Niekas nepatyre praradimo nei pajuto paZeminimo. Visi, nuo karaliaus
iki samdomo darbininko, pataisé savo padétj. Viskas iSsaugojo savo vietq ir
tvarka, bet visa toje vietoje ir tvarkoje pasitaise.

[Edmund Burke,
Naujujy vigy kreipimasis j senuosius, 1791]

Poles have just dealt a fatal blow to
the Prussian monarchy, introducing
a hereditary throne and giving them-
selves a constitution better than the
English one.

Ewald Friedrich von Hertzberg, Prussian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 12.05.1791

Lenkai ka tik sudave mirting smagj
priisy monarchijai jteising paveldi-
ma sostq ir priéme sau konstitucija,
geresne negu angly.

Ewald Friedrich von Hertzberg,

Prisijos uzsienio reikaly ministras,
17910512.

| have seen the Empress, Prince Po-
temkin and Count Ostermann deeply
alarmed by the idea that Poland un-
der the hereditary dynasty will come
to rise in importance, when, on the
contrary, they consider it a primary
interest for neighbouring states, that
it never comes out of its state of noth-
ingness.

Ludwig von Cobenzl, Austrian Ambassador
to Saint Petershurg, 9 0r 10.05.1791

Maciau imperatore, kunigaikstj Po-
tiomkina ir grafg Ostermanna labai
susiripinusius dél minties, kad Lenkija
su paveldima dinastija jgaus reiksme,
kai tia, priesingai, kaimyninés valsty-
bés pirmos eilés reikalu laiko tai, kad
jiniekada neiseity is savo niekinés bi-
Senos.

Ludwig von Cobenzl, Austrijos ambasadorius
Sankt Peterburge 17910509 ar 10,

GAZETTE NA TIoNa

This is an excellent Constitution, dic-
tated by justice, enlightenment [and]
understanding, and built oninaliena-
ble human rights.

The Times”, 15.06.1791
Stai yra tobula Konstitucija, padiktuo-
tateisingumo, ApSvietos, supratimo ir

pastatyta ant neatsiejamy Zmogaus
teisiy.

,TheTimes",15.06.1791
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Portrait of Edmund Burke, Friedrich Wilhelm Bollinger, before 1825, Polona.

Edmund( riedrict

is, pries 1825 m., Polona.

Portrait of Wenzl Anton von Kaunitz, unknown artist, before 1800, Polona.
Wenzlio Antono Kaunitzo portretas, nezinomas autorius, prie3 1800 m., Polona.

Reading this constitution [..] allows you
to comfortin a certain way the friends
of mankind,[..] [who]seeinitthe golden
middle way between the arbitrariness
of monarchy and the anarchic will of
democracy, the love of order, the effec-
tiveness of executive power combined
with nationalindependence. Thisis the
work of a philosopher king, who was
abletogather severalvirtuousand en-
lightened citizens around the throne
and use their support for the good of
his homeland.

LNouvelles Extraordinaires de Divers Endroits",
179107 02, comment by the editor, Jean Luzac

In a Republic of Nobles [and] a land of
captivity for the rest of the population,
freedom was restored to all and polit-
ical rights granted to the inhabitants
of cities. This was done without blood-
shed, without violence. Notasingle sol-
dierappeared, and the people were not
armed.

,Gazette Nationale ou le Moniteur Universel”
(official journal of the French government),
22.05.1791

We can say without exaggeration that
lastyearin Poland, on one day,a nation
of free people was born. We witnessed
agovernment revolution, beneficial to
the nation, planned, announced and
implemented by the king.

,Columbia Centinel” (Boston), 1792 01 04

Tos konstitucijos skaitymas [..] leidZia
tam tikru bidu nudZiuginti Zmonijos
biciulius, [...] [kurie] mato joje aukso vi-
durj tarp monarchijos arbitralumo ir
anarchiskos demokratijos savivalés,
tvarkos pomégj, vykdomosios valdzios
veiksminguma, susieta su tautos nepri-
klausomybe. Tai - karaliaus-filosofo,
sugebéjusio sutelkti kelis dorybingus
irissilavinusius piliecius aplink sosta ir
pasinaudoti jy paramavardan tévynés
geroves, kiirinys.

.Nouvelles Extraordinaires de Divers Endroirs”

(,Leideno laikratis“), 1791 07 02, redaktoriaus
Jeano Luzako komentaras

Bajory respublikoje, nelaisvés kitiems
Zmonéms Salyje, buvo visiems grazin-
ta laisvé ir pripaZintos politinés teisés
miesty gyventojams. Tai jvyko be kraujo
praliejimo, be smurto naudojimo. Nepa-
sirodé né vienas karys, 0 Zmonés nebu-
vo ginkluoti.

,Gazette Nationale, ou le Moniteur Universel”

(pranciizy vyriausybés spaudos organas),
17910522

Galime be perdéjimo pasakyti, kad Len-
kijoje praéjusiais metais perviena dieng
gime laisvy Zmoniy tauta. Matéme ten
valdymo revoliucija, naudinga tautai,
planuota, paskelbta ir jvesta karaliaus.

,Columbia Centinel" (Bostonas), 1792 01 04

Acopy of the “Lejdejska Gazette”, informing about the adoption of the Constitution of the 3¢ of May,

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek.

Leideno laikrastio” numers, praneses apie Geguzés 3-losios Konstitucijos priemima,

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek.

Courier du Bas-Rhin, Universitéts- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt.
Courier du Bas-Rhin, Universitéts-und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt.
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Consttution from Warsaw prining house Polora.
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mai, et sanctionnée a

Llunanimité dans la séance suivante du 5 mai 1791 - Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos vertimas

ipranciizy kalba, Varsuvos spaustuvé, Polona.
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sanctionnée a lunanimité dans la séance suivante du 5 mai 1791: d‘apres loriginal imprimé a
Varsovie. - a French translation of the Constitution of the 3¢ of May from a Parisian printing house,

Polona.
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av; ie - Geguzés 3-iosios pranciizy kalba, Polona.
f the f Poland, , the third of May, 1791.
- Engllsh translation of the May 3 Constitution, Polona.
the third of May, 1791

- Geguzeés 3-iosios Konstl(ucl]ns vertimas j angly kalba, Polona.

lona.

Neue Konstitution von Pohlen vom 3 May 1791. - German translation of the May 3 Constitution,
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TARGOWICA

After negotiations with Empress Catherine Il the constitution’s oppo-
nents, led by Stanistaw Szczesny Potocki, Seweryn Rzewuski, Franciszek
Ksawery Branicki and Szymon Kossakowski, signed an act of confed-
erationonthe 27" of April 1792in Saint Petersburg. The documentwas
announced on May 14" at Targowica, ostensibly on Commonwealth
territory, shortly before Russian troops invaded the country.

Supporters of the Targowica Confederation claimed that Jacobin
radicalism was spreading in Warsaw and that the Governance Act
meant the proscription of freedoms hitherto guaranteed by Russia
and Catherinell.

On the northern front, the Russian army reached Brest, 200 kilo-
metres east of Warsaw. In the south, Crown Commander Prince Jozef
Poniatowski delayed the Russians’ march towards the River Bug. Of
particular importance were Commonwealth victories at the Battle
of Zielence and the hard-fought defence of the river crossing at Du-
bienka, where a corps under the command of Tadeusz Kosciuszko
repulsed vastly superior Russian forces.

Onthe25%of July1792, deciding to “save what can be saved”, Stanistaw
August decided to join the Targowica Confederation. What could notbe
saved was the May 3" Constitution and the reforms of the Great Sejm.
The sejm in Grodno - the last in the history of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth - brought shame in its final act by formally agreeing
to the second partition and the abolition of the Governance Act.

Meanwhile, in a now-occupied country, preparations began for an
insurrection, later known as the Kosciuszko Uprising

Batlle of Zielefice, 1792, Jean-Pierre Norblin, before 1830, Polish Army Museum.
Masis prie Zelency, 1792, Jean Pi in, pries 1830, Lenkij é

TARGOVICA

Konstitucijos priesininkai su Stanislavu Feliksu Potockiu, Severinu
Zevuskiu, Prancigkumi Ksaveru Branickiu ir Simonu Kosakovskiu
prieSakyje po deryby suimperatore Jekaterina 11792 m. balandzio
27d.Sankt Peterburge pasirase konfederacijos akta. Tas dokumentas
buvo paskelbtas Targovicoje geguzés 14 d., pries pat Rusijos kariuo-
menés jsiverzima j Respublikos Zzemes.

Targovicos konfederatai teigé, kad VarSuvoje plinta jakobiny radika-
lizmas, 0 ,Valdymo jstatymas” reiskia laisvés, kurios garantu buvo
Jekaterina ll, panaikinima.

Siauriniame fronte Rusijos armija pasieké Brasta. Pietuose Kariinos
kariuomeneivadovaves kunigaikstis Juzefas Poniatovskis pristabdé
rusy zygiavima prie Biigo. Ypac reikSmingas buvo pergalingas miiis
prie Zelenco bei jnirtingos kautynés prie Dubenkos, kur kovési Tado
Kosciuskos vadovaujamas korpusas.

1792 m. liepos 25 d. Varsuvoje Stanislovas Augustas nutaré prisidéti
prie Targovicos konfederacijosir ,gelbéti, ka jmanoma isgelbéti”. Bet
Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos ir DidZiojo Seimo reformy isgelbéti
nepavyko, o seimas Gardine - paskutinysis Abiejy Tauty Respublikos
istorijoje - jsirasé jistorija kaip gédingas, palaimines antrajj padali-
jimgir,Valdymo jstatymo” panaikinima.

0 tuo metu okupuotame kraste prasidéjo pasiruosimas sukilimui,
kuris po to buvo pavadintas Kosciuskos sukilimu.

Portrait of Prince Jozef Poniatowski, 1792, Joseph Grassi, 19" century,
TheRoyal Castle in Warsaw.

Kunigaikséio Juzefo Poniatovskio portretas, 1792 m., Joseph Grassi, XIX a.,
Var3uvos karaliskoji pilis.

Portrait of Tadeusz Kosciuszko, Karl Schweikart, after 1802,
Museum of King Jan IIl's Palace at Wilanow.

Tado Kosciuskos portretas, Karl Schweikart, po 1802 m.,
Karaliaus Jono |1l rimy muziejus Vilianove.

Portrait of Stanistaw Szczesny Potocki, Giovanni Battista Lampi,
1788-1791, National Museum in Warsaw.

National Museum in Warsaw.
Stanislovo Felikso Potockio portretas, Giovanni Battista Lampi,

1788-1791 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus. Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Portrait of J6zef Kossakowski, Jan Damel, circa 1812,

Juozapo Kosakovskio portretas, Janas Damelis, apie 1812 m.,

Portrait of Seweryn Rzewuski as field hetman dressed in the uniform  Portrait of Szymon

of commander of the Crown Regiment of Foot with the Military Orders ~ National Museu in Warsaw.

Simono Kosakovskio portretas, Janas Damelis, apie 1812 m.,
Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

of the White Eagle and St. Stanislaus, unknown artist, circa 1776,
National Museum in Warsaw.

verino Zevuskio Lenkijos Kariinos lauk ky pulko vado
munduru, su Baltojo Erelio ir 3v. Stanislovo ordinais portretas,
nezinomas dailininkas, apie 1776 m, Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Jan Damel, circa 1812, Ignacy Massalski - the first president of the Commission

for National Education (KEN), Portrait of Ignacy Massalski,
Franciszek Smuglewicz, 1785/1786, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.
Ignotas Masalskis buvo pirmuoju Nacionalinés Edukacinés komisijos
pirmininku. g Iskio portretas, Pranci ¢iu
1785/1786 m., Varsuvos karaliskoji pilis.
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ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

The first anniversary of the Governance Act grew to the rank of a
national holiday. In the capital, military units gathered not just to
watch over the monarch’s security, but also to mark the occasion. A
publicsession of the sejm took place at the Holy Cross Church. Before
the unofficial portion of the programme began - which included
festivals, receptions, musical and stage performances - the king,
accompanied by legislators, dignitaries, foreign diplomats, soldiers
anda crowd of several thousand, went to Ujazdéw to lay a foundation
stone at the Temple of Divine Providence - a votive offering for the
enactment of the Governance Law. The event was accompanied by
a gunsalute. Jakub Kubicki’s classicist design was never completed
due to the fall of the Commonwealth. Only a small chapel was built,
which throughout the 19th century became a place where Poles il-
legally celebrated the anniversary of the constitution’s adoption. In
1920, after Poland had regained its independence, the sejm adopted
alaw “on redeeming the vow made by the Four-Year Sejm to erect a
templein Warsaw dedicated to Divine Providence”. These plans also
came to nothing. Only in the 21 century was the will of the drafters
of the May 3 Constitution fulfilled.

In Vilnius, the first anniversary of the constitution’s adoption was
marked by celebrations organised by the mayor of the city and Lith-
uania'sstandard-bearer, Antoni Tyzenhaus, Vilnius University rector
Marcin Poczobutt and the Grand Chancellor of the Duchy of Lithua-
nia, Aleksander Michat Sapieha. A procession of municipal officials
bearing the text of the constitution proceeded down the garlanded
streets to the Church of St. John, where it was placed on the altar in
front of a portrait of the king. The university held a solemn ceremo-
ny attended by Tyzenhaus, city officials and numerous guests. In the
evening, the municipality hosted a ball.

RO
METINIY ISKILMES

,Valdymo jstatymo” priémimo pirmosios metinés jgavo oficialios
Sventés statusa. Varsuvoje susitelké gausios kariuomenés pajégos,
kurios turéjo netik uztikrinti monarcho sauguma, bet ir suteikti iskil-
mingumo 3ventei. Sv. KryZiaus baznycioje jvyko viesa Seimo luomy
sesija. Kol prasidéjo neoficiali dalis - Sventiniai priémimai ir pasi-
rodymai, karalius, lydimas parlamentary, dignitoriy, uzsienio Saliy
ambasadoriy, kariuomenés ir daugiatikstantinés minios, nuvyko j
Ujazdova, kad aidint garbés salvéms jmryty kertinj akmenj Dievo
ApvaizdosSventyklos - aukos uz,Valdymo jstatymo” priémima - sta-
tybai. Klasicistinis Jakubo Kubickio projektas nebuvo jgyvendintas,
planus nubrauké Abiejy Tauty Respublikos zlugimas. I3kilo tik nedi-
delé koplycia, prie kurios lenkai visg XIX a. nelegaliai minéjo eilines
Konstitucijos priémimo metines. Kai Lenkija atgavo nepriklausomy-
be, 1920 m.Seimas priémé jstatyma , Dél Ketveriy mety Seimo jZado
jvykdymo, Dievo Apvaizdostitulo Sventovés pastatydinimo VarSuvoje”.
Tie planai taip pat nebuvo jgyvendinti. Tiktai XXI a. iSsipildé Geguzés
3-iosios Konstitucijos kairéjy valia.

Vilniujeiskilmes Konstitucijos priémimo metiniy proga 1792 m. suor-
ganizavo miesto prezidentas Vilniaus véliavininkas Antanas Tyzen-
hauzas, Vilniaus universiteto rektorius Martynas Pocobutas ir LDK
didysis kancleris Aleksandras Mykolas Sapiega. Tarp papuosty namy
praéjo Vilniaus magistrato eisena, kurios metu j Sv. Jony baznytia
buvo nunestas konstitucijos tekstas ir padétas ant altoriaus pries
valdovo portreta. Vilniaus universitete jvyko iskilmingas posédis,
kuriame dalyvavo A. Tyzenhauzas, miesto magistratas ir kviestiniai
sveciai. Vakare magistratas surengé priémima su pokyLliu.

Hymn for the first anniversary of the adoption of the May 3" Constitution, presented in four languages: Yiddish, Polish, German, and French, 1792, Polona.
Himnas Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priemimo pirmujy metiniy proga keturiomis kalbomis: jdi, lenky, vokieéiy ir pranciizy, 1792 m., Polona.
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Elevation of the Temple of Divine Providence, Jakub Kubicki, in: Zygmunt Batowski,
Temple of Divine Providence from 1791, Warszawa 1930, The National Library of Poland.
Dievo Apvaizdos baznycios fasado vaizdas, Jakubas Kubickis, is: Zygmunt Batowski,
Swigtynia Opatrznoscizr. 1791, Warszawa 1930, Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka.

Allegoryon the first anniversary of the adoption of the May 3 Constitution, showing a man with the features
of Stanistaw August dressed as a Roman ruler, Karol Michat Groll, 1792, National Museum in Warsaw.
Alegorija Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priémimo pirmujy metiniy proga,

kurioje pavaizduotas Stanislovo Augusto veido bruozy vyras romeény vado apdarais, Karolis Michalas Grolis,
1792 m., Varsuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

Allegory on the firstanniversary of the adoption of the May 3" Constitution representing Stanistaw August in
antique robes with an olive branch in his hands, 1792, National Museum in Warsaw.

Alegorija Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priémimo pirmujy metiniy proga, kurioje pavaizduotas Stanislovas
Augustas antikiniais apdarais, su alyvmedzio $akele rankoje, 1792 m., Var3uvos nacionalinis muziejus.
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Baseule bep B Duefens, Kbuiglihen Horvarh,

Chapel built on thesite of the cornerstone of the
Temple of Divine Providence in Ujazdéw, Warsaw,
ZygmuntVogel, after 1792, Polona.

Koplycia, pastatydinta vietoje, kur buvo jmirytas
Dievo Apvaizdos baznycios kertinis akmuo
Ujazdove, Zygmunt Vogel, po 1792 m., Polona.

The cornerstone for the foundation of the Temple of Divine Providence was laid with a golden trowel and
hammer, later given to Kiev deputy Hilary Chojecki - representative of a region which voluntarily raised
money for the temple’s construction costs, Jan Gottlieb Kiwert, 1792, National Museum in Krakow.
Kertinis akmuo Dievo Apvaizdos Sventoves statybai buvo jmirytas auksine mentele ir plaktuku,
kuriuos paskui gavo pasiuntinys Janas Chojeckis i$ Kijevo - vaivadijos, kuri savanoriskai rinko lé3as
Sventoves statybai, atstovas. Janas Gotlibas Kivertas, 1792 m., Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.
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JANKIEL'S CONGERT

After the third partition and fall of the Commonwealth, the Govern-
ance Act became a symbol of patriotism and reform efforts to save
the homeland. Itsideals became a reference point for politicians and
cultural figures. The Constitution had become one of the national
myths, “a political testament of bygone Poland”, as poet Adam Mick-
iewicz described it.

A great role in the perpetuation of the this historical memory was
played by the poem “A Lithuanian’s May Third”, written in April 1831
by the Lithuanian poet Rajnold Suchodolski on the 40" anniversary
of the Governance Act. The poem, set to music, was turned into a
revolutionary song during the November Uprising and hecame one
of Poland’s most famous Polish patriotic anthems, helping set the
literary template for May 3" observances.

Asymbolicimagining of the Governance Act was included by Adam
Mickiewicz in his epic poem “Master Thaddeus”, where the sounds
of the May 3 Polonaise touched listeners of the Jewish musician
Jankiel.

-3

TADEUSZ

HETATRT BAJARD Gh LITHIZ.

Distorfa sslachecha

First edition of Adam Mickiewicz's Master Thaddeus, 1834, Polona.
Adomo Mickeviciaus Pono Tado pirmas leidimas, 1834 m., Polona.

JANKELIO KONCERTAS

Potreciojo padalijimo ir Abiejy Tauty Respublikos zlugimo ,Valdymo
jstatymas” tapo patriotizmo ir reformatorisky veiksmy, kuriais siekta
isgelbéti Tevyne, simboliu. | jo idealus apeliavo politikai ir kultdros
Zmonés. Konstitucija tapo vienu is tautiniy mity, ,,senosios Lenkijos
politiniu testamentu®, kaip tai apibtidino dainius Adomas Mickevicius.

Didelj vaidmenj jamzinant GeguZés 3-iosios Konstitucijos reikme
atliko i3 Lietuvos kilusio Rejnoldo Suchodolskio eilérastis Lietuvio
Geguzés 3-ioji, parasytas 1831 m. balandzio ménesj ,Valdymo jsta-
tymo" priémimo 40-yjy metiniy proga. 1830-1831 m. sukilimo metu
jis tapo revoliucine daina ir viena populiariausiy lenky patriotiniy
dainy, formuojanciy literatairinj Geguzés 3-iosios Sventés jvaizdj.

Simbolinj ,Valdymo jstatymo” vaizda sukiiré Adomas Mickevicius po-
emoje,Ponas Tadas".,Geguzés 3-iosios polonezo” garsai sujaudino
zydy muzikanto Jankelio koncerto klausytojus.

Jankiel (Wtadystaw Kowalski) plays the cymbals; till from the movie set of Andrzej Wajda's
Master Thaddeus in Turowa Wola, 1998, PAP/photo. Przemek Wierzchowski.

Jankelis (Wtadystaw Kowalski) groja su cimbolais: Andrzejaus Wajdos filmo ,Ponas Tadas” (1998) planas,
Polska Agencja Prasowa, Przemek Wierzchowski nuotr.
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Y ‘ ‘ There comes a sound

Frommany strings, like a janissary band

Rajnold Suchodolski was a poet, independence activist, and
soldier of the November Uprising. Heavily wounded during
the battle for Warsaw, upon hearing of the city’s capitulation,
he tore off his bandages and died of blood loss. Among his
best-known verses are A Lithuanian’s May Third (May Third
Mazurek, May Third Polonais), The Ko$ciuszko Polonaise
(Look, Kosciuszko, on us from heaven) and A Revolutionary
Song (Carry on brothers of the sword); Varsovie. Episode en
1831 (A dying soldier of freedom), Charles-Michel Guilbert
d’Anelle, 1849, Polish Army Museum.

Rejnoldas Suchodolskis - poetas, nepriklausomybeés veikéjas,
1830-1831 m. sukilimo karys. Sunkiai suzeistas per kovas

dél Varuvos, isgirdes apie sostinés kapituliacija, nuplésé
tvarscius ir miré nukraujaves. Jo plunksnai, be kity, priklauso
,Lietuvio Geguzes 3-ioji“ (,Geguzés 3-iosios mazurka®,
,Geguzés 3-iosios polonezas®). , Kosciuskos polonezas“ ir
,Revoliuciné daina“ (,Toliau broliai prie ginkly“). Varsovie.
Episode en 1831 (,Mirstantis laisvés karys”), Charles-Michel
Guilbert d’Anelle, 1849 m., Lenkijos kariuomenés muziejus.

Treciosios GeguzZes tai polonezas, ponai!
Gaivindamos ausis, dZiaugsmu jas girdé stygos,
Jaunimas verzés Sokt, ant vietos nenustygo,

With cymbals, drums, and bells. The tune is clear:
The Third of May Polonaise! Its lively air

Breathes joy, pours joy on all. Every young girl

Is drawn to dance, the young men can’t stand still.
The old folk, though, recall the celebration

0Of concord between the monarch and the nation—
After the Third of May, in the town hall

Senate and Sejm put ona splendid ball.

“Long live the King!” all called to one another—
“The Sejm! The Nation! All estates together!”

The Maestro plays with growing forcefulness.
Afalse chord, though, grates like a serpent’s hiss
Ormetal on glass; the listeners” happy mood

Is suddenly troubled by disquietude.

Could the instrument be out of tune, they wonder,
Saddened and alarmed; did the musician blunder?
Not this musician! He strikes repeatedly

That treacherous note, disturbs the melody.

The false chord loudens—sullen, confederated
Against the other notes that are united.

The Steward gets it first: he hides his face,

Crying: “I know! That's Targowica’s voice!”

At once the string of evil omen snaps.

0seniams muzika vél primineé tq datq,

Ir Treciq Geguzés, ir seimg, ir senatq,

Kur lovino po to per iskilmingq baliy
Jaususitaikiusj su liaudimi karaliy,
KaiSauke Sokdami ,valio” karaliui savo,

Kai seimui, Lenkijai ir luomams jie valiavo!
Bet ritmas keitési, garsai tarytum irdo,
Tarytum $nyp3cianti gyvateé pasigirdo,

Lyg stiklo, braukomo gelezimi, dzerzgimas -
Linksmybe sudrumsté negeras nujautimas.
Senos melodijos jau nieks neatpazjsta:
Cimbolai netvarkoj? Ar muzikantas klysta?
Bet ne - jis ir toliau dZerZgeno sqmoningai
Tq styga, skambanciq atZagariai, gré

Tiktai dabar prie jos niaurus akordas kiirés,
Pries tony santarve jis augo, kilo, barés.
Gervazas pagaliau susuko: ,Géda! Ponai,
Pazjstu tuos balsus-taiTargovicostonai!”

Adomas Mickevicius

Adam Mickiewicz

‘ ‘ Hail, the dawn of May,

Shine forth on our Polish land,
Wewill celebrate youwith asong,
Atadancewithsome wine.

Hail May! beautiful May!

Blissful paradise of Poles!

The anarchy of our brethren oppressed us,
Slothdreamt in the hand of the King,
Andthen flashed the Third of May,
And our Poland came to be again.
Hail May! beautiful May,

Long live the great Kottata!

Rajnold Suchodolski

Sveika, GeguZés Zvaigzdele,
Sviesk misu, lenky, tévynei,
Tave pagerhsim dainele,
Pakelsime po taure vyno.
Sveiks puikus, Saunus geguZi!
13 dZiaugsmo Salelé aZia!
Netvarka mds brolius slégé,
0 karalius léto bado,
Staiga Geguzés trecia susvito,
Visa Lenkija nubudo.
Sveiks puikus, Saunus geguZi!
Tegyvuoja Kolontajus!
Rejnoldas Suchodolskis
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SYMBOL OF MEMORY

ng the long decades of Poland’s partition, the Constitution of the
3 of May became a symbol of the nation’s strength and resilience.
The legacy of Stanistaw August’s reign gave the stateless national
community hope for survival. In subsequent uprisings, insurgents
invoked the heritage of the former Commonwealth and the need for
Poland, Lithuania, and Ruthenia (Ukraine) to all be free.

Poland under Stanistaw August struggled to its feet by
its own efforts and, thanks to those efforts, survived as a

nation through a whole century of persecution.
[Wtadystaw Konopczynski]

If the Lithuanian nation managed to persist, maintaining
anawareness of its own identity and tradition of statehood,
until itwon independence in 1918, this was in part due to
members of the Four Year Sejm who acted effectively to
protect the autonomy and prerogatives of the Grand Duchy
within the Binational Commonwealth.

[Juliusz Bardach]

Stanislovo laiky Lenkija savo jegomis keélési i nuosmukio ir to darbo
deka kaip tauta iStvéré visa persekiojimy amziy.

Jeigu lietuviy tauta isgyveno, i$saugodama savo tapatybés
suvokima ir savo valstybingumo tradicijas, kad 1918 m. atgauty
nepriklausomybe, buvo ir dalelé nuopelny ty, kurie Ketveriy
mety seime sekmingai veike dél DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés
savarankiskumo ir teisiy i3

ATMINTIES SIMBOLIS

Okupacijy laikotarpiu Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucija, daznai minima
nelegaliai, tapo atgimstancios tautos jégos ir valios simboliu. Stanis-
lovovaldymo laiky kirinys teiké valstybés netekusiai tautos bendrijai
vilciy istverti.Naujuose sukilimuose dél nepriklausomybés jy dalyviai
apeliavo j senosios Abiejy Tauty Respublikos palikima akcentuodami
laisvés Lenkijai, Lietuvai ir Rusiai (Ukrainai) batinuma.

[Wtadystaw Konopczyrniski]

Abiejy Tauty

[jul‘\usz E‘iardach]

The ratification of the May 3 Constitution from a painting by Jan Matejko. Although the scene is only a product of the painter's fantasy, it captured the collective imagination of Poles, Constitution of the 3¢ of May,

JanMatejko, 1891, The Royal Castle in Warsaw.

Geguzés 3-osios Konstitucijos priemimo scena is Jano Mateikos paveikslo, nors yra tk dailininko fantazijos vaisius, uzvaldé visy lenky vaizduotes, 1791 m. geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucila,

Janas Mateika, 1891 m, Var3uvos karalikojipils.

T on, & Maja 1900 roku.

Ademonstration of 300,000 people, plus an unspecified

§ number of onlookers, gathered in Warsaw on 3 May 1916
to mark the anniversary of the Constitution. The German
occupation authorities agreed to the event as part of an
effort to enlist Poles on their side during the First World
War. This largest-ever commemoration of the adoption of
the Governance Act was a national patriotic experience;
photographies from 1916, The National Library of Poland.
300takstanéiy zmoniy, j kuriuos idréjo nesuskaiciuojama
minia, dalyvavo 1916 m. Var3uvoje vykusioje
demonstracijoje Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos
priémimo metiniy proga. Vokieciy okupaciné valdzia
susitaiké su manifestacija, kad patraukty lenkus| savo
puse besitgsusiame Pirmajame pasauliniame kare.
Tas didziausiasistorijoje ,Valdymo jstatymo" metiniy

BT  minéjimas buvo visos tautos patriotinis isgyvenimas;

1916 m. fotografijos, Lenkijos nacionaliné biblioteka

Pins commemorating the ratification of the May 3¢
Constitution, National Museum, Krakéw.

Prisegtukai Geguzes 3-iosios Konstitucijos atminimui,
Krokuvos nacionalins muziejus.

The date on the painting refersto the Manifestation of the Unity of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth on 12 August 1861 in Kaunas, then a border town
between the Kingdom of Poland (semi-autonomous state under Russian rule) and the
Russian Empire. The Russians demolished the Aleksotas bridge over the Neman to
prevent two groups of demonstrators from meeting; Eternal Union, unknown artist,
1861, The Przypkowski Family Museum in Jedrzejow.
Pave\ksle nurodyta data paiyml Abiejy Tauty Respublikos vienybés manifestacija,
012 d. Kaune, kuris tuomet buvo pasienio miestas tarp
s imperijos. Rusai i3ardé Aleksoto tilta per Nemuna, kad
sutrukdyty dviejy demonstracijos pusiy dalyviy susitikimui; Amzin i
nezinomas dailininkas, 1861 m., PSipkovskiy muziejus Jendzejuve.

Medal commemorating the 100" anniversary of the Constituti i
depicted wearing a crown of thorns and treading on thorn brancheswhlleholdmgashleldwuh the coat of
arms of Poland, Lithiania, and Ruthenia, after a design by Juliusz Kossak, 1891, National Museum, Krakow.
Proginis Konstitucijos simtujuy metiniy medalis - Respubllkossuerskecmkamna,emanclcserskeclu
3akelémis, laikancios Lenkijos, Lietuvos ir Rusios herbus, ija, pagalJi

1891 m, Krokuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

legation of th fonal C Lviv for the 125"
anniversary of the ratification of the May 3" Constitution,

1916, Pnush HlstoryMuseum/phaw Mariusz Walczak.

Apatriotic badge struck by the Head

i Komiteto Lvovo delegacijos
uzsakymu Geguzes 3-i los\os Kunsl\lucl]os priémimo 125-ujy metiniy proga,
1916 m, Lenkijo ak nuotr.
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DEMONSTRATION
OF FREEDOM

In1919,theinauguralsejmof the reborn Republic of Poland declared
the3"of Maya public holiday, proudLly celebrated throughout the in-
terwar period. After the Second World War, when communists loyal
to the Soviet Union took power in Poland, Constitution Day celebra-
tions disappeared from the official calendar. The anniversary of the
Governance Act was replaced by International Workers’ Day, cele-
brated on May 1*. The new holiday was promoted by the authorities
as “progressive,” as opposed the “reactionary” May 3 anniversary.

On 13 December 1981, the Communist authorities in Poland de-
clared martial law, brutally interrupting the 16-month existence of
theSolidarity trade union, which had hecome a massindependence
movement. Solidarity was outlawed and thousands of its activists
were sent to prisons and internment camps.

These events gave the May 3 anniversary in 1982, thefirstunder the
martial law, a special character. Despite prohibitions and intimida-
tion, anti-communist demonstrations took place in many cities and
soon turned into open clasheswith police and security troops, to the
complete surprise of the authorities. Protesters demanded the abo-
lition of martial law and the release of interned union officials and
oppositionists. The largest demonstration took place on Warsaw’s
Castle Square, where the crowd were attacked by several thousand
members of the paramilitary riot police, the Motorized Reserves of
the Citizens’ Militia (ZOMO).

‘ ‘ New power has appeared in Poland - the power
of people, who will never surrender Poland to the
aristocratic and capitalistic successors of Rzewuski
and Szczesny Potocki.

[“Gtos Ludu”, 3.05.1946].

Demonstrators in Warsaw’s Old Town on the anniversary of the adoption of the May 3 Constitution,
The Karta Centre/NZS SGGW collection.

Minia 4 iestyj Geguzés 3-osit
LOsrodek Karta", Varsuv ybeé iversiteto Nepr

ijos metines, 1982 m.,
denty sajungos kolekcija.

LAISVES
DEMONSTRACLIA

1919 m. atgimusios Lenkijos Respublikos Seimas paskelbé geguzés
3 diena valstybine Svente, kuri buvo iSkilmingai Svenciama visa tar-
pukario laikotarpj. Po Antrojo pasaulinio karo, kai valdZia Lenkijoje
perémé lojalis Soviety Sajungai komunistai, Geguzés 3-iosios iskil-
més dingo i$ oficialaus Svenciy kalendoriaus. ,Valdymo jstatymo“
metines pakeité Darbo Sventé, pazymima geguzés 1 diena. Nauja
Sventevaldzia propagavokaip ,pazangia” ir priesino ,reakcingoms*
Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priémimo metinéms.

Lenkijos komunistiné valdzia 1981 m. gruodzio 13 d. paskelbé karine
padétj, kuri brutaliai nutrauke pusantry mety vykusia ,Solidarumo”
- profesinés sgjungos, kuri virto masiniu judéjimu uz laisve, veikla.
Organizacija buvo paskelbta nelegalia, o tikstanciai jos veikejy at-
siddreé kaléjimuose ir internavimo centruose.

Ypatinga reikSme jgavo Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos sukakties
minéjimai 1982 m.- pirmieji karinés padéties salygomis. Antikomu-
nistinés manifestacijos, kurios, nepaisant draudimy ir bauginimy,
vyko daugelyje miesty, tapo nemaza staigmena valdZiai ir peraugo
j susidarimus su rezimo pajégomis. Protesto dalyviai reikalavo pa-
naikinti karine padeétj ir islaisvinti internuotuosius. Didziausios de-
monstracijos jvyko Pilies aikstéje Varsuvoje. Demonstrantus puolé
keli tikstanciai specialiyjy milicijos pajégy pareigtiny.

A“Solidarity” demonstration in Warsaw’s Old Town on the anniversary of the adoption of the May 3
Constitution - here protesters seek refuge in the gate of the Royal Castle against water cannon and the
Motorized Reserves of the Citizen's Militia (ZOMO), the regime’s paramilitary riot police, 1982,

The Karta Centre/photo Tomasz Tomaszewski.

#Solidarumo* i guzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priemimo metiniy
proga - manifestantai slepiasi nuo vandens patrankos Karaliskosios pilies vartuose prie3 zygiuojantj
specialiosios milicijos birj, 1982 m., ,Orodek Karta“, Tomasz Tomaszewski nuotr.

ijaVarsu

Lenkijoje atsirado naujy jégu, liaudies jegu, galingu jégu,
kurios neatiduos Lenkijos kilmingyjy ir stambiujy kapita-
listy Zevuskiy ir Feliksy Potockiy jpédiniams

[Glos Ludu”, 1946 m. geguzés 3 d. numeris).

0n3May 1946, demonstrations broke out across Poland, the largest occurring in Krakow. The security
police and the army intervened. Hundreds of people were arrested. Firearms were used against the
protesters, and among the i L dead. Communist prop described the
aemonstrators as reactionaries inspired by Targowica; pacification of a demonstration in Poznar,
Archives of the Polish Institute of National Remembrance.

1946 m. geguzés 3 d.visoje Lenkijoje jvyk ijos, didziausios - Krokuvoje.
karit é.Simtai Zmoniy buvo arestuoti. idéjo 3aviai, buvo auky, taip pat ir mirtiny. Komunistine
propaganda demonstrantus pavadino... Targovicos plauko reakcingais elementais. Nuotraukoje
Poznanéjev, fjos Sinimas. Tautos atminties instituto archyvas.

“Solidarity” trade union poster by Michat Wieckowski and Marcin Mroszczak, reminding people about
the May 3" holiday, 1.05.1981, Warsaw, The Karta Centre/ photo Edward Grochowicz.

Nepriklausomy profesiniy sajungy ,Solidarumas” plakatas (autoriai Michat Wieckowski ir Marcin
Mroszczak) primena apie Geguzés 3-iosios Konstitucijos priémimo $vente, 198105 01, Varsuva,
.0Osrodek Karta®, Edward Grochowicz nuotr.
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A POLISH-LITHUANIAN
HOLIDAY

After the political transformation of 1989-1990, the 3" of May is once
again celebrated asan official holiday. Inindependent Lithuania, the
holiday has been marked on the calendar as a day of remembrance
since 2007. That year, on the eve of the anniversary, the Lithuanian
government organised gala celebrations. A decade later, the sejm
of the Republic of Lithuania hosted a public debate on “The 3 of
May - the importance of Lithuania’s and Poland’s common history
for Europe”.

The active participation of historians in the Polish-Lithuanian dia-
logue allows us to learn more about the multicultural nature and
heritage of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, aswell as to better
understand the importance of the Governance Act for today’s good
neighbourly relations between our countries.

‘ ‘ Speech by Lithuania’s President Valdas Adamkus
; inWarsaw on the 10" anniversary of the restora-
tion of diplomatic relations between Lithuania
and Poland (excerpt) /5.09.2001

I have often heard it said that Lithuania and Po-
land have their own “geopolitical code”. And we
ourselves have often found that the achievements
of both nations are the result of mutual support,
trustand goodwill, while the downfalls are caused
by misunderstandings. Therefore, the brightest
moments of our history are when we acted togeth-
er:whetherat Grunwald, building a commonstate,
or adopting the Constitution of the 3 of May.

ENKUR
LIETUVIY SVENTE

Lenkijoje nuo 1990 m. jvykus santvarkos pokyciams vél oficialiai
pazymima nacionaliné Geguzés 3-iosios Sventé. Nepriklausomos
Lietuvos kalendoriuje nuo 2007 m. i diena jgavo atmintinos dienos
statusa. Tais metais sukakties proga Lietuvos valdzia pirma karta su-
rengé iskilminga minéjima. Po desimties dieny Lietuvos Respublikos
Seime jvyko diskusija ,Geguzés 3-ioji - bendros Lietuvos ir Lenkijos
istorijos reikSmé Europai”.

Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento Valdo Adamkaus
kalba Varsuvoje, Lietuvosir Lenkijos diplomatiniy
santykiy atkiirimo desimtme¢io proga (iStrauka)
/200109 05

Ne karta teko girdéti, kad Lietuvai ir Lenkijai nu-
lemtas ypatingas ,geopolitinis kodas®. Ir patys
nekarta jsitikinome, kad abiejy tauty laiméjimai
kylais tarpusavio paramos, pasitikejimo ir gera-
noriSkumo, o nuosmukiai - i$ tarpusavio nesuta-
rimy. Todélir Sviesiausios miisy praeities akimir-
kos - tai bendros veiklosistorija: Zalgiris, bendra
valstybé, Geguzés Treciosios Konstitucija.

ORGANIZERS / ORGANIZATORIAI

EXHIBITION CONCEPT AND SCRIPT BY /
PARODOS SCENARIJUS IR KONCEPCLJA

EXHIBITION CONCEPT COOPERATION /
BENDRADARBIAVIMAS RENGIANT PARODOS KONCEPCIJA

COORDINATION / KOORDINAVIMAS

TRANSLATION BY / VERTIMAI

EDITED BY / KALBINIS REDGAVIMAS

Aktyvusistoriky dalyvavimas lenky ir lietuviy dialoge leidZia tiksliau
pazinti daugiakultdirj Abiejy Tauty Respublikos pobidj ir pavelda,
taip pat geriau suvokti, Valdymo jstatymo” svarba Siandienei masy
Saliy gerai kaimynystei.

COOPERATION / BENDRADARBIAI

DESIGN BY / GRAFINIS PARODOS DIZAINAS

 MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REPUBLIC OF POLAND / LENKLIOS
RESPUBLIKDS UZSIENIO REIKALU MINISTERLIA
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA /
LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS UZSIENID REIKALY MINISTERLIA
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL MINORITIES UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA / TAUTINIY MAZUMU DEPARTAMENTAS
PRIE LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS VYRIAUSYBES

Aboywaving Lithuanian and Polish flags during anniversary celebrations of the May 3 Constitution,
“Vilnius Courier*/photo Marian Paluszkiewicz.

Berniukas moja Lietuvos ir Lenkij iant GeguZés 3-iosio itucijos

priémimo metines, 2018 m,, , Kurier Wileriski®, Marian Paluszkiewicz nuotr.




