Mateusz Gniazdowski se narodil ve Var3avé.
Absolvoval magisterské studium v Institutu poli-
tickych véd Varsavské univerzity a doktorské stu-
dium v Ustavu politickych véd Slovenské akade-
mie véd. Pred svou prazskou misi pUsobil devét
let jako pfedseda Programové rady Polsko-ceské-
ho féra pfi ministerstvu zahrani¢nich véci Polské
republiky. V letech 2016-2022 byl zastupcem re-
ditele Centra vychodnich studii (OSW). Svou misi
jako velvyslanec Polské republiky v Ceské repub-
lice zahajil 16. zari 2022.
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Velvyslanectvi
Polské republiky
v Praze

m Pane velvyslanée, vzajemné vztahy Ceské a Polské republi-
ky dostavaji v dnedni dobé kvalitativné novou dimenzi. Jaké
priority vzdjemné spoluprace dnes vidite?

Po invazi Ruska na Ukrajinu nas sblizily nejdtlezitéjsi otazky, vyzvy
bezpecnosti nasich statd. Polsko a Cesko Uzce spolupracujf jak v po-
litické sféfe, tak i pfi konkrétnich zaleZitostech spjatych s humanitar-
ni pomoci a dodavkami zbrani a vojenského materidlu na Ukrajinu,
které se realizuji hlavné pfes Uzemf Polska. Patfime ke statlim, které
posilaji na Ukrajinu nejvice zbrani vcetné tézké vojenské techni-
ky, spole¢né také patfime k zemim, které pfijaly nejvice uprchlikd.
Ruska invaze trva a preZiti nezavislé Ukrajiny a vytlaceni agresora je
Zivotnim zajmem nasich statd a celého Zépadu. Soucinnost v pod-
pofe Ukrajiny je prioritou. Tyka se to rovnéZ pfiprav na proces ob-
novy této zemé, nebot synergie nasich aktivit ndam mUZe pomoci
spolec¢né celit konkurenci. V hospodéaiské spolupraci se klicova té-
mata také pfimo dotykaji bezpecnosti obou zemi: budovani Uplné
nezavislosti na ruské ropé a plynu a transformace elektroenerge-
tiky. V otdzce ropy a zajisténi jeji dostupnosti na ¢eském trhu plnf
ddlezitou ulohu Orlen Unipetrol. V otdzce plynu probihaji jednani
o plynovém napojeni Stork II, které by umoznilo redlnou diverzifi-
kaci dodavek plynu do Ceska s vyuzitim dodavek LNG z terminal(i
v Baltském mofi. Po letech iluzi tykajicich se cerpani vyhod v Nord
Streamu zde existuje moznost vzniku napojeni, které nebude jen
prazdnym rezervnim potrubim, ale finan¢né opodstatnénym kro-
kem k posileni trhu s plynem v nasem regionu a jeho energetické
bezpecnosti. K tomu jsou zapotiebi zdvazné deklarace.

DileZité jsou nase obchodnfi vztahy, které se po pandemické dobé
a i pres trvajici valku dynamicky rozvijeji. Svédci o tom napfiklad re-

kordni &isla za rok 2022. Nas celkovy obchodnf obrat doséhl poprvé
v historii 33,8 miliardy eur. Ceska republika je 2. exportnim partne-
rem Polska a hodnota exportu do Ceska Cinila az 22,7 miliardy eur.
Polsko posiluje svou pozici druhého obchodniho partnera Ceska
po Némecku v EU. Za obchodnim rdstem viak zaostava rozvoj in-
frastrukturnich spojent. V této oblasti je mnoho restq, které je tieba
napravit. Za prioritu povazuji také problematiku Siroce pojaté pre-
shrani¢nf spoluprace. Ruska invaze na Ukrajinu zacala tfi tydny po
podepsani smlouvy tykajicf se pfeshrani¢nich nasledkd tézby v dole
Turéw. Tuto spoluprdci predtim silné komplikovala pandemicka
opatient. Tricet let Uspéchl v pfeshrani¢ni spolupraci bylo zasting-
no. A ty by mély byt ocenény a rozvijeny.

m V Ceské republice ptisobi mnoho firem s polskym kapita-
lem. Jaké investicni prilezitosti nabizi Polsko ¢eskym firmam?

Vyhlidky pro Polsko jsou stéle pozitivni. To Ize pFicist nékolika fak-
tordm, v€etné stabilniho politického a ekonomického prostiedi
v Polsku, rostouciho poctu talentl a politiky pfiznivé pro podni-
kéni. Polsko navic nadadle pfitahuje investice do klicovych odvétvi,
jakymi jsou technologie a vyroba. Polsko mé vzdélanou a vysoce
kvalifikovanou pracovni silu, coz z néj ¢inf atraktivni destinaci pro
podniky, které chtéji v Evropé expandovat. Nase zemé vyuziva di-
gitéIni transformaci, aby si udrZela konkurenceschopnost. To zahr-
nuje investice do elektronického obchodovani, mobilnich aplikaci
a dalsich digitalnich fesenf pro osloveni zékaznikl a zefektivnéni
procest. Od zafi 2018 mohou spole¢nosti zadat navic o osvo-
bozeni od dané na celém Uzemi Polska, nikoli pouze ve zvlast-
nich ekonomickych zénach (SSE) jako dfive. Ministerstvo rozvoje
a technologie ozndmilo, Ze v rdmci Polské sféry investic (PSI) vyda-
lo do konce unora celkem 2015 rozhodnuti pro podporu novych
investic, které se zaslouzi o vytvoreni téméf 10 654 pracovnich
mist. Jejich deklarovand hodnota se bliZi 21. miliardé eur. | to maze
byt pro ¢eské podniky pobidka k vétsf aktivité a hledani vhodnych
segmentl a obchodnich partnerd. Ne vechny pfileZitosti jsou
ktomu patficné vyuZzity. Je tfeba také upozornit na nejvétsi hospo-
dafskou udalost ve stfedni Evropé, Evropsky ekonomicky kongres
v Katovicich. Mé&sto se nachazi hodinu cesty po dalnici z Ostravy.
V letodnim roce se kona ve dnech 24.-26. dubna.

m Oba narody se musi vice poznavat a prostrednikem muze
byt kultura a cestovni ruch. Jak se Polsko Cechiim prezentuje
v téchto oblastech?

T&3i nas, ze stale vice Cechll objevuje krasy Polska, a to nejen
v pohranicf, ale také v nddhernych polskych méstech, u Baltského
mofe nebo na Mazurskych jezerech.V Polsku se vyznamné zlepsila
silni¢ni infrastruktura, trvale se lepsi Zelezni¢ni spojent, rozrlista se
také sit leteckych spojd polskych a zahrani¢nich pfepravcl. Jsem
presvédceny, Ze tento vzestupny trend navstévnosti Polska bude
pokracovat i diky otevieni dlouho ocekdvané kanceldfe Polské
turistické organizace v Praze. Propagaci polské kultury se zabyva
Polsky institut. Je to jedna z nejaktivnéjsich zahrani¢nich instituci
v Praze a zarover jedno z nejdynamictéjsich podobnych polskych
pracovist v zahranici. S autentickou polskou kulturou se mohou
Cesi setkat na Tésinsku. Fenomén polskosti na ceské strané Slezska
je kulturni poklad, jehoz tlohu v rozvoji polsko-¢eské spoluprace
je nutné ocenit. ®

Dékujeme za rozhovor.
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Mateusz Gniazdowski was born in Warsaw. He graduated from the Institute of Political Science at the
University of Warsaw and completed his doctoral studies at the Institute of Political Science of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences. Before his mission to Prague, he served nine years as Chairman of the Programme
Council of the Polish-Czech Forum under the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland. From
2016 to 2022, he was Deputy Director of the Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW). He began his mission as
Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the Czech Republic on 16 September 2022.

m At present, the relations between the Czech Republic and
the Republic of Poland are taking on a qualitatively new di-
mension. What do you see as the priorities of mutual coop-
eration today?

Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the most important is-
sues — the challenges to the security of our countries — have
brought us closer together. Poland and the Czech Republic are
cooperating closely both in the political sphere and on specific
issues related to humanitarian aid and the supply of weapons
and military equipment to Ukraine, which is mainly carried out
across Polish territory. We are among the group of countries that
are sending the most weapons to Ukraine, including heavy mili-
tary equipment, and we are also among the countries that have
received the most refugees. The Russian invasion is ongoing, and
the survival of an independent Ukraine and the ousting of the ag-
gressor is in the vital interests of our countries and of the entire
West. Working together in support of Ukraine is a priority. This also
applies to the preparations for the reconstruction process in that
country because the synergy of our activities can help us to face
the competition together. In economic cooperation, certain key
issues also directly affect the security of both countries: building
complete independence from Russian oil and gas, and the trans-
formation of the electricity sector. Orlen Unipetrol plays a vital role
in the issue of oil and ensuring its availability in the Czech market.
Regarding gas, negotiations are underway on the Stork Il gas con-
nection, which would enable the real diversification of gas sup-
plies to the Czech Republic, using LNG supplies from terminals in
the Baltic Sea. After years of illusions about reaping the benefits of
Nord Stream, there is the possibility of a connection that is not just
an empty reserve pipeline but a financially justified step towards
strengthening the gas market in our region and its energy secu-
rity. This requires binding declarations.

The most important thing is our trade relations, which are devel-
oping dynamically following the pandemic period and despite
the ongoing war. Our total trade turnover reached EUR 33.8 bil-
lion for the first time in history. The Czech Republic is Poland’s sec-
ond biggest export partner, and exports to the Czech Republic
reached EUR 22.7 billion. Poland is strengthening its position as
the Czech Republic’s second largest trading partner after Ger-
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many in the EU. However trade growth is lagging behind the de-
velopment of infrastructure connections. Many gaps in this area
need to be filled. | also consider the issue of broad cross-border
cooperation to be a priority. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine began
three weeks after the signing of the agreement concerning the
cross-border consequences of mining in the Turéw mine. Before
that, this cooperation had been severely complicated by pan-
demic measures. Thirty years of successful cross-border coopera-
tion have been overshadowed. And this cooperation should be
recognised and developed

“lalso consider the issue
of broad cross-border

cooperation

. . /
to be a priority
® Many companies with Polish capital operate in the Czech
Republic. What investment opportunities does Poland offer
Czech companies?

The outlook for Poland remains positive. This can be attributed to
several factors, including Poland’s stable political and economic
environment, a growing talent pool, and business-friendly poli-
cies. In addition, Poland continues to attract investment in key
sectors such as technology and manufacturing. Poland’s educat-
ed and highly skilled workforce makes it an attractive destination
for businesses looking to expand in Europe. Our country is taking
advantage of the digital transformation to remain competitive.
This includes investing in e-commerce, mobile apps and other
digital solutions to reach customers and streamline processes. In

addition, since September 2018, companies have had the possi-
bility to apply for tax exemptions throughout Poland, not just in
Special Economic Zones (SEZ) as previously. The Ministry of De-
velopment and Technology announced that 2,015 decisions had
been issued by the end of February under the Polish Sphere of In-
vestment (PSI) to support new investments, which are responsible
for the creation of 10,654 jobs. Their declared value is close to EUR
21 billion. This can also be an incentive for Czech companies to be
more active and to look for suitable areas and business partners.
Not all opportunities are being sufficiently exploited. Attention
should also be drawn to the largest economic event in Central
Europe, the European Economic Congress in Katowice. The city is
located an hour away from Ostrava by motorway. This year, it will
take place from 24 to 26 April.

m The two nations need to get to know each other more,
and culture and tourism can be a mediator. How does Poland
present itself to the Czechs in these areas?

We are pleased that more and more Czechs are discovering the
beauty of Poland, not only in the border region but also in the
beautiful Polish cities, on the Baltic Sea or the Masurian Lakes. The
road infrastructure in Poland has improved significantly, rail con-
nections are steadily improving, and the network of air connec-
tions by Polish and foreign carriers is also growing. | am convinced
that this upward trend of visitors to Poland will continue thanks
to the opening of the long-awaited office of the Polish Tourist Or-
ganisation in Prague. The promotion of Polish culture is handled
by the Polish Institute. It is one of the most active foreign institu-
tions in Prague and also one of the most dynamic Polish institu-
tions abroad. Czechs can encounter authentic Polish culture in the
Tésin region. The phenomenon of Polishness on the Czech side
of Silesia is a cultural treasure whose role in the development of
Polish-Czech cooperation should be appreciated. ®

Thank you for the interview.

Ze slavnostniho pFeddnivyznamendni generdlmajorovi Karlu Rehkovi na polském velvyslanectviv Praze (28. inora 2023).
From the decoration ceremony for Major General Karel Rehka at the Polish Embassy in Prague (28 F‘et{fuary 2023).
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